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ENGLISH READ ER. 


H E Eagerneſs with which this BOOK 
was bought up, when it came over 
5 lately in the Original French, and that 
by Perſons of Diſtinction, both for their Senſe, 
and Judgment in Books, as well as by People 
of Quality, has encourag'd the rendring it in- 
to Engliſh. The Reception it met with amon 
thoſe; who underſtood the Original, ſoon {prea« 
a good Opinion of it among thoſe who did 
not, and bred a Longing in them to have it 
tranſlated. This, together with the Book- 
ſellers Importunity to have the Tranſlation, 
— done, may in ſome meaſure, plead 
Excuſe for any Overſights or Eſcapes thoſe 
who underſtand both Languages may diſ⸗- 
cover in it. If thoſe. who underſtand nei- 
ther, not indeed the Subject, find any Faults, 
the Tranſlator begs they would take a ſhare of 

of the Blame to themſelves. The Book will 
ſufficiently recommend it ſelf to thoſe who ſhall 
diſcreetly peruſe it, and ſo needs no Certificate 
from any one. It is not of the Nature of that 
miſerable Traſh which is every day impoſed 
upon the Credulous and Ignorant, under. the 
counterfeit Names of Memoirs and Eſſays. Thoſe 
are things, for the 1 very partial and 
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PRE FAC E. 


rrifling, ſerving only the Intereſt of Bookſel- 


lers, and ſometimes of Parties, or perhaps to 
prevent'a mercenary Scribler's Starving. _ 
That the late Marſhal de Vauban was Author 
of this little Book, is not ar all queſtion'd, nei- 
ther in England, nor Abroad. It is ſaid to have 
been peſented to the King of France by the Au- 
thor ſome time before his Death, and that ir 
did not meet with a due Recepticn, being 
choughc unſeaſonable.' A Politick Pretence often 
uſed by Miniſters and others, who find their 
Account in the preſent Management of Pub- 


lick Affairs. What good Reaſons the French 


King or his Miniſters had for refuſing it; or 
whether they had any ſuch or no, is not my 
Buſineſs to enquire; no more than it is to deter- 


mine how far the Scheme it propoſes may be 


applicable in whole or in part, to any other 


| State or Kingdom: ELIA TIEN {+ Þ nb Of 


Had the Author livd in another Country, 


he might have juſtly claim'd the hohourable 
Title of Patriot. That Spirit of Honeſty and 


Candour that runs through all his Book; plain- 
ly ſhews,” that he was far from being in the 
Number of thoſe who make an eternal Noiſe 
about Liberty and Property, and even Reli- 
gion too, (things truly valuable in themſelves) 
when nothing is leſs in their View than an 

or all of theſe, and nothing more than their 


own private Intereſt or Humor. He want- 


ed no Addition to his Honours or Wealth, 
and ſeems to have had a due Senſe of the Boun- 
ty and Favour of his Prince; but being acted 
by a 'truly generous and noble Principle, and 
not by the ſordid Motives of Avarice and Am- 
bition, he would not ſuffer his Loyalty and 
Gratitude to him, to interfere or be inconſiſtent 
with the ſuperiour Duty he ow ed 9 | 


” 


PREFACE. 
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He ſeems to have been a Man who carefully 
ſtudied, and throughly knew, wherein the true 
Honour and Intereſt of his Country conſiſted, 
and who heartily and ſtedfaſtly endeavour d it. 
He had many excellent Opportunities to know 
the State and Condition of Fance, and made a 
right uſe of them. His Innate Love to his 
Country ſoon open d his Eyes to ſee the Miſe- 
ry and Oppreſſion, under which the meaner 
ſort eſpecially of his Fellow-Subje&s groaned, 
and put him upon finding out proper and ſea- 
ſonable Relief for them. He ſaw what an in- 
tollerable Addition there has been made to the 
old Branches of the Revenues, by the many 
Projects and Means of later date that have been 
introduced, for raiſing, Money to ſupply the 
King's Occaſions : And how.,both Prince and 
People were: cheated by thoſe who have the 
Management of the Publick Money. An Evil 
not peeuliar to Hance, nor confined to Arbi- 
trary Governments, He was ſenſible of the 
great Diſproportion and Partiality that have 
been, and ſtill are practis d in the Impoſitions, 
and the Rigour and Violence that are uſed in 
Collecting them. Among the many ill Con- 
ſequences of long and Expenſive Wars, and 
the heavy Taxes which neceſſarily attend them, 
there ſeems nothing to have touched him more 

ſenſibly, than the mighty. Decreaſe of the Peo- 
ple, well knowing, That the true -Great-; 
nels and Riches of a) Kingdom conſiſts in che 
Numbers of Men, Wiſely Govern'd, and uſe- 
fully employ .. 4414 


A DD K n 
The Multitude of thoſe who enjoy Exempti- 
ons from almoſt all Publick Duties, ſeem d 
to him, as indeed it muſt to common Sence, 
unreaſonable and intolerable: [Thoſe who are. 
ttt A 3 exemp- 


PREFACE.' 

_ Exempted, being the richeſt part of the Nati- 
on, and enjoying Places and Offices of the 
greateſt Profit; 0 the Burthen that is 
taken off them muſt needs be laid on the Shoul- 
ders of the lower and poorer Sort, who are 
much leſs able to bear it. Having carefully and 
deliberately weighed all theſe, and many other 
Miſchiefs and Inconveniencies that attend the 
preſent Scheme of levying Duties upon the Sub- 
jects of Frauce, and the diſmal Conſequences of 
ſuch Practices, and having uſed his utmoſt Ap- 
plication to ſind out a ſeaſouable Remedy for 
them, he thought the only way to make the 
King Rich and Powerful, and his Subjects 
Happy, was by laying the Burthen of the Roy- 
A Revenues upon all the Subjects, of Whatever 
Rank, Quality, or Condition; but if) füch a 
Juſt and Natural Proportion to their ſeveral In- 
comes of whatſoever Nature or Kind, as that 
all ſhould contribute to the Support of the Go- 
vernment, but no Man beyond his Ability, or 

juſt ſhare. 418 (ts N ; 2 8 gt L138 | 225 8 
The Scheme he propos d for this Effect, is 
What you have plainly and fully laid down in 
che following Memoirs. He calls it a RoyaL 
Tyrus, and indeed it is ſuch: For as Church 
Pythes are neyer the leſs Tythes, tho they be 
raiſed at the Tenth, Twelfth, or Fifteenth part, 
0 is this; * which he would have move between 
the Tenth and Twentieth part, in proportion 
to the Bxigencies of the Government, and ac- 
cording to the Duration of them: Never Higher 
than a Tenth, or lower than a Twentieth. And 
as he leaves no Perſon nor Thing exempted 
from contributing to this Tythe, ſo he has car- 
ried his Enquiries into the State and Condition 
of all Men, and into the Nature of every — 


2 REFACE. 
moſt minute Income in the Kingdom. | Tnfo. 
much, that if any Fault ſhould be found with 
his Bock, tis like, it will be that he has 
gone into too particular a Detail, and perhaps 
in ſome Men's Opinion, he will be thought te- 
dious. If any ſhould be fo feverely Critical 
upon him, as to think ſo, their Prejudice will 

be removed fo ſoon as they conſider the great 
deſire he had to ſee his Country Happy, and 
the zeal he ſhews to have his Scheme put in 
Practice, as the only means left for that end. 
Notwithſtanding this Zeal, and the great p- 
plication he uſed in Compoſing and Finiſhing 
this Scheme, he was aware that it would meet 
with great Oppoſition) and be in danger to be 
rejected, confidering the Number and Power 
of thoſe whoſe preſent Intereſt it ſtruck at. He 
knew very well that the Cries and Grouns of 
the Oppreſſed ſeldom reachithe*Ears of Princes, 
in moſt parts of the World ; and that if they do 
the moving Force and En of them is almoſt 
loſt in ' paſſing” thro the Hands of thoſe who 
ſurround the Sovereign Powers. Fhoſe in 
many Courts, being ſuch as live by Oppreſſi- 
on, and feed upon che Vitals of the honeſt and 
better ſort. He knew how great the Multi- 
tude was of thoſe who ſind their Account in 
the Management of the Publick Money upon 
the Foot they are at preſent, and how unwill- 
ing others would be to part with their belov'd 
Exemptions. He Muſters up all the Objecti- 
ons, and the ſeveral forts of thoſe Men who 
will moſt probably oppoſe his Scheme, and an- 
| I's 8 towards the Cloſe of the Book. 
1 1 9955 may be offended that there are 
too many French words retain d in this Tranſla- 


tion, and others that there are too few; but 
e A 4 the 
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PREFACE. . 
he firſt may ſind the Meaning of thoſe; either in 


ter hody of che Bock, or in the Inden; the o- 


thers, Ihope willizxcuſe the Fault, if it is one, 
e 


conifidering it was done for the ſake, of tho: 


Who were leaſt acquainted with ſuch Terms. 
The Quſtoms and Coriſtitutions of Kingdoms 
and States being different, when any thing re- 
lating to thoſe, is to he turned from one Lan- 
guage anto another, ſuch Terms muſt either be 
retain d and explain d afterwards, or Words 
muſt be uſed whichfexpreſs, as near as may be, 
hoſe: things which are meant in the Origi- 
mal Erauinces, Generalities ,,_ and N 
in Tria; are different from Counties, Rid 
grand Hundreds in England. The Manner 
N Impoſing Taxes: and Duties on Perſons or 
Things, as well as the manner of Raiſing and 
Collecting them, are different in England and 
France ti As are the udicatures, and Offices and 
Officers concern d. in che Revenues, The Ga- 


belle in :France has nothing exactly correſpond- 


of many other things. And therefore it is that 


were is no avoiding of reſerving Terms and 
Words in a Tranſlation, nd uſed in the 
Original. If the Fault of a Tranflation is only 
in a fe- Words, and if the Author's Meaning 
is not miſtaken, the Reader has little Reaſon 

complain. ; „ e itz 16197 $ i 2801 = & 
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Showing the Author's Deſien, and giving a 


N Mo che Scheme I am going to lay 
down, contains in it ſelf almoſt all 
that can reaſonably. be ſaid on the 


Subject, yet I find my ſelf obliged, conſidering 
the Prejudice Men have againſt every thing, 
that looks like Innovation, to offer ſome uſeful 
Hints and Obſervations for illuſtrating the 
MESSE... VV——B Aaron = 
I ay it with all imaginable Sincerity, that 
it is, not out of any Fondneſs of my own Abili- 
ties, nor any Inclination to arrogate to my 
ſelf any thing above my Merit, or to attract 
any additional Eſteem, that I have ſet about 
this Work. I am neither a Scholar, nor one 
concern'd in the Revenues; and ſhould I at- 
tempt to acquire Honour or Profit by Things 
that do not bane: to my Profeſſion, I ſhoutd 
do it with a very ill Grace. I am a French Man, 
well affected to my Country, and very ſenſible 
of the diſtinguiſhing Marks of Favour, the 
King has been pleas d for a long Time to heap 
upon me. That which lays the ſureſt Founda- 
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1 PREFACE. 
tion for my Gratitude is, That next ro GOD, 
it is to his Majeſty I owe all the Honour I have 
acquired in thote Employments-He has been 
pleen pleas'd to beſtow upon me, and all the 
good Effects I have felt of his Liberality. It is 
therefore this Spirit of Duty and Gratitude that 
encourages me, and excites my moſt vigorous 
Appli@tibn ty every thing, that may promote 
his Hqnour and the Welfage , | K-45 
firm Reſolution J have long had to make th 
Acknowledgement, has put me upon making 
infinite 'Obſervarions on every thing, chat I 
thought might contribute tothe Security of his f 
Dominions, the Augmentation both of his 
Glory and Revenues, and of the Happj | f 
his People; who ought to be the deèareß to 
him, in that the richer they are; the more fa- 
* a AI. * e ds 5 7 . 
fily and readily they will ſupply his Neceſſitles. 
The wandering Life Ihabe led for above for- 
ty Years has given me Opportugities of feeing 
and obſerving, often and in different Manners, 
Thi Preface ang he met Patt of the Proving” 
7 his Ringdom, * Tome þ - 
11177 accompany'd only' by ff 
Book was writ imſe ad Ig od it. g 
eng n my own domeſtick Servants; | 
Tear 1698, ame- os Att W727 e ®; ans 
PGF = ſometimes With fome En or 
diately after the Monte. gien i 3 
b vGrick: Users; I have often given full 
Treaty ef Ryſwick. Spe d THR 6 D a7et 
e cope to my Reflections, and 
remarked what I found was good and What was 
otherwiſe, . in the ſeveral Parts of the County; 
and to examine their Situation, the State and 
Condition of the People, whoſe Poverty ha- 
ying often moved my Compaſlion,. has put me 
— LC 4 . „ „ F221 . oO»; Ix*1. * it. 
upon an Enquiry into the Cauſes of it. Which 
having done with great Care, I have found e- 
Tory thing agree perfectly With what has been 
{aid on that Head by the Author of the _— 
45 
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The Author's Preface. 11 


de la France; who has unfolded ag laid open in 
a very natural way, all the Ti and Abuſes 
that are practis d in the impoſing and raiſing of 
the Taxes, Subſidies and Provincial Cuſtoms. 
It were to be wiſh'd that he had handled as ful- 
ly the Extraordinary Affairs, (as they call them) 
the Capitation, and the prodigious Number of 
Exemptions which have ſpread themſelves all 
over the Kingdom, and who do it full as much 
Miſchief as the other three he as deſcrib'd ſo well. 
It is evident, that that Evil is carry d to ſo great 
a Height, that if it is not ſpeedily remedied, the 
pooreſt ſort of People will be plung' d into ſuch 
extream Miſery, that it will be impoſſible for 
them ever to recover; the High-Roads in the 
Country and the Streets of our Cities and Towns 
being already crowded with Beggars, whom 
meer Hunger and Cold have drove from their 
Houſes. ; | | 9 5 ob 

During the ſeveral Years that I have made 
it my Buſineſs to enquire into that Matter, by 
all I can obſerve and find, in theſe late Times, 
near a tenth Part of the People are actually re- 
duc d to Beggary; that of the other nine Parts, 
not five of them are in a Condition to give 
Alms to that Tenth, by reaſon of the miſera- 
ble Condition they are reduc'd to, and the 
ſmall Pittance that is left them. That of the 
four other Parts of the People, three are in hard 
Circumſtances, by reaſon of their great Debts, 
and the inextricable Law-Suits they are intang- 
led in; and that of the other renth Part, in 
which I comprehend the Gentlemen of the 
Sword, (as they're call'd) thoſe of the Robe, 
both Clergy and Laity, the Nobility of all 
. Sorts, all thoſe who bear Civil or Military Of- 
ices, the rich Merchants andiBurghers that have 
Eſtates, and others who are pretty well to paſs : 

2 


* * 


are eaſie; and if you will abſtract from thoſe 
the Farmers of the Revenues, Under-Farmers, 
Collectors, Oc. and all their Aſſociates and 
Adherents, open and ſecret, and thoſe the 
King maintains by his Favour, ſome few Mer- 
chants, &. I am very ſure the Remainder 
JJ. CT Oneny 
Though the Cauſes: of the Miſery of the 
People of this Kingdom be well known, I will 
however give a general View of the moſt con- 
ſiderable of them; but it would be a thing of 
e great Uſe and Importance to 


- "The Peace of Ry find out ſome ſubſtantial Re- 


wick concluded in medy for this Evil, now while 
1697. wee enjoy a Peace, which pro- 
mmamiſes us a long Continuance. 
Tho' I have no Order or Authority to ſearch 
out the Means for that End, and tho' I am per- 
haps the Man in all the Kingdom the leaſt qua- 
lified to find them, yat I have reſolv d to beſtow 
my Labour, being perſwadef, that there is no- 
thing too hard for a long and diligent Appli- 
„ 8 
have, in the firſt place, examin d the Tax, 


as to its Riſe and Beginning, and in it its State 


of Innocence; I have trac d it in its Practice, 
and in its corrupted State; and having diſco- 
verd its Diſorders and Abuſes I have enquir'd 
whether there were no way left to reſtore it to 


the Purity of its ancient Eſtabliſhment, by lop- 


ping off the Faults and Abuſes that have been 


introduc d by the Arbitrary way of impoſing it; 


Which has render d it odious. 


The Author's Preface. v 
I found that in the Time of Charles the Se- 
venth, all neceſſary Precautions had been usd 
for preventing ſuch Abuſes in this Matter as 
might afterwards creep in, and that thoſe Pre- 
cautions were very juſt, or at leaſt the Evil 
was but little, ſo long as the Burthen was light, 
and not made much heavier by other Impoſi- 
tions; but fince they have begun to be ſenſibly 
heavier, every one as done what they could to 
_avoid them ; which having given Occaſion of 
much Diſorder and Knavery in the Buſineſs of 
the Tax, it is now become Arbitrary, full of 
Bribery and corrupt Practices, and every way 
oppreſſive to the higheſt degree. The Evil is 
now ſo complicated, and fo deeply rooted, 
that tho' it could be brought again to its firit 
Eftabliſhment, the Remedy would be bur a 
Palliative, and the Diſtemper would ſoon re- 
turn; for the Path of Corruption, which of all 
things ought to be avoided, is now ſo beaten, 
that it is hard to get out of it. The Land- 
Tax being founded on the Surveys and the 
Eſtimates of the Rents of Lands, muſt be own'd 
to be leſs ſubject to Corruption, bur it cannot 
be ſaid to be quite free from it, by reaſon of 
the Faults of the Surveyors; or of thoſe who 
make the Eſtimates, who may be either bribed, 
intereſted, or ignorant; or by a wrong Sup- 
poſitson of the Value, it being very natural to 
_ Tate àn Eſtate at its prefent Rent, and to tax 
3 ese ee without conſidering that the 
Rents may afterwards fall much ſhort of what 
they then were. Which the following Inſtance 
„ una TT = 39 
A thrifty and inſtuſtrious Man poſſeſſes a 
. Certain piece of Land, upon the cultivating cf 
Which he ſpares no neceffary Pains or Colt ; 
the Ground makes a grateful and anſwerableRe- 
ed em” ol | " "ar 
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turn to his Charge and Labour. If at that time 
there ſhould happen to be made, or renewed, 
a Rate of Valuation of that Country, this E- 
ſtate would be tax'd according to its preſent 
Rent; but if afterwards this Land falls into the 
Hands of an ill Husbandman, or one that is 
broke, and cannot be at the Charges; or if it 
falls to one under Age, all which happen na- 


tuxrally and very often; in ſhort, if it is negle- 


&ed either thro' Inability, or otherwiſe, it 
will then loſe much of its Goodneſs, and yield 
leſs; in which Cafe, the Proprietor cannot 
| forbear complaining, that his Land is too high 
tax d, and he has Reaſon, conſidering what it 
then affords; tho in the mean time, it cannot 


be deny d, but that the firſt Raters of it, when 


the Land was good, did their Duty. Where 


then muſt the Blame lie? It muſt certainly 


be in ſome Defect in the Syſtem, the Juſtneſs 
of whoſe Valuation ought to have been ſo cal- 
. culated as to hold for ever. And it is from this 
Failure: that moſt of the Complaints come in 
thoſe Parts where the Land-Tax is, tho' it is 
not impoſlible but that other Miſmanagements 
may happen, thro' Negligence, Malice, or 
Parole... rr yet. | 
The Caſe is the ſame in the Matter of the 
twentieth and hundredth Part, which ſucceeds 
very well in the Low-Countries ; becauſe the 
Country being flat, the Differences in the E- 
ſtimates may be reduc'd to three or four. But 
in 2 rugged and uneven Country, ſuch as the 
Frontier of Morvard, a rugged Country, being 
part of Bretagne and Nivernos, almoſt every 
where bad Ground, when T would have made 
a Proof, I found that in a ſmall parcel of 
Ground, not exceeding half a Square League, 
there was a neceſſity of dividing it into four- 
| | teen 
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teen or fifteen Cantons, to make ſo many diffe- 
rent Eſtimates : And in each of thoſe Canon, 
there was almoſt. ſo many different pieces of 
Ground of different kinds. By which we lc, 
that beſides the Miftakes to which the Tax is 
liable, as well as the Twentieth and the Hun- 
dredth, it would be a matter of endleſs Search 
and Enquiry, if it were extended over all 
„„ „ ares te „ 
Nor does it fare better with the Buſineſs of 
Chimneys, and Chimney-Money, as in Bre- 
tagne, Provence, Dauphin, where notwithitand- 
ing all the Care that has been taken to preſerve 
Order and Equality, yet in time all Proporti- 
on and Rule have been loſt in that, as well as 
j . Wo pat tin GP ef 
There are ſome Countries where all the Im- 
oſitions are laid on ſuch Goods as are con- 
ſumed there, even upon the Bread, Wine, and 
the Meat, but this makes what is Conſumed 
dearer, and conſequently. more. rare. In a 
word, This Method prejudices the Subſiſt- 
ence and ' Nouriſhment of the People, as 
well as their Commerce, and can never ſupply 
the extraordinary Neceſſities of the State, be- 
cauſe it cannot be carried very high. Some 
have been of Opinion that all ought to be laid 
on the Salt; but that would make it ſo dear, 
that nothing but abſolute Force could oblige 
the People to take it. Beſides, the Publick In- 
comes that way would never ſatisfie two thirds 
of the Publick Neceſhries, much leſs ſupply its 
extraordinary Occaſions. Hers it is to be ob- 
ſerved, chat thoſe who have made ſuch Propo- 
fals have been miſcrably our in the number of 
the People, which they have rais'd to one half 


more than they really are. 
I 3 All 
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All theſe Means being defective, we muſt try 
to find out others that may be free from all 
thoſe Faults they charge them with, and that 
may have all the good and uſeful Qualities, and 
even thoſe that are wanting in the other. Theſe 
Means and Ways then are all found, and ſhall be 
no other than the Ro YAL TVI HE, if the King 
ſhall think it meet, raiſed proportionably out 
of every. thing that yields Yearly Income. This 
Scheme is no new thing : We find it mentioned 
above three thouſand Years fince in the Scri- 
ptures: And Profane Hiſtory tells us, That the 
greateſt States of the World uſed it to very good 
Purpoſe. Both Grecian and Roman Emperors took 
this way : Our Kings of the firſt and ſecond 
Race did the ſame, and ſo do others at this 
time, in ſeveral parts of the World, to the 
great ndyancage of their Countries. It is al- 
edged that the King of Spain takes this way in 
America, and in the Iſles under his Dominion; 

_ -and that the Great Mogul, and the King of China 
do uſe-it over all their vaſt Empire. 
„ In fea, The:Eftabliſh- 

The Excellency of the ment of a Royar Tyrus, 

ROYAL TYTHE. laid upon all the Fruits of 

Ine mes the Earth, on One Hand 5 
and on all that produces Yearly Incomes on 
the other, ſeems to me to be the moſt equal 
and proportionable of all other; becauſe the 
one goes. always with the Land, which yields 

Increaſe according to its Fertility; and the o- 

ther goes accoading to the evident and unque- 

ſtionable Incomes. This Scheme is of all other 
the leaſt liable to Corruption, becauſe it is Sub- 
ject only to its own Regulations, and does no 

— depend on the Will and Pleaſure of any 
yy. -:::+ | N N iy 
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The Church-Tythe, which we propoſe as a 
Model for the other, never occaſions any Law 
Suit, nor raiſes Complaints; and from the 

time of its firſt Eſtabliſhment, we do not find 
that it has run into Corruption; and therefore has 
given no occaſion for retorming or correcting 
ARC 55 ig / 88 
This Revenue of all other, employs the few- 
eſt hands in Collecting it, occaſions the leaſt 
Charge, and is gone about with the greateſt 
Eaſe and Gentleneſs. In it there is the leaſt 
Deficiency, or rather none at all. The Tythers 
pay themſelves according to what they find on 
the Ground, and no Man muſt remove any 
thing before they have their Due. As for other 
Revenues, beſides thoſe that ariſe from the Pro- 
duct of the Ground, out of which we would 
have Tythe drawn, the King's Receivers may 
collect moſt part of them: And the reſt being 
once regulated, and on a good Foot, will breed 
no great Difficulty. UNITY e 
his is the Plaineſt and moſt Convenient of 
all Impoſitions, becauſe when its Regulations 
are once adjuſted, there's no more to do but to 
have them Publiſn'd in all the Pariſh-Chutches, 
and fixt on all the Church Doors, that every 
one may know what he has to do and depend 
upon, and that none may have ground to Com- 
plain that his Neighbour has over-rated him. 
This is the Mildeſt, and moſt Peaceable way, 
of Collecting the King's Money, and which 
will raiſe the leaſt Noiſe and Hatred among 
the People; no Man having any pretence of 
Complaint concerning what he is to pay, be- 
cauſe it is always in Proportion to his Income. 
This will be fo. far from ſetting Bounds to 
the King's Authority, which will ſtill be the 
ſame it was, that on the contrary, it will a 
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him intirely independent, not only of his 
Clergy, but even of all the ſeveral Countries 
within his Dominions, who have the Privilege 


of Taxing themſelves, on whom he will not 


hereafter be obliged to lay any Impoſitions, 
becauſe the Rorar'\T yYrTHe will ſupply all 
his Occafions, and all the King will have to 
do, will only be to raiſe or ſink the Tarif ac- 
cording to the Exigencies of State, It is fur- 
ther an incomparable Advantage of this Tythe, 
that it can either be rais'd or lower'd without 
any Trouble orConfufion:For there is no more 
to do, but to make a new Regulation for the 
following or current Year, and to affix it as 
is ſaid before. F 
The King will no more be at the Mercy of 
the Farmers of his Revenves, nor have any 
more need of them, nor of Eſtabliſhing any 
extraordinary Impoſt, of any Sort 'whatſo- 
ever; neither will he have occaſion for any 
Loan, becauſe the ſettling of this Tythe, and 


the two other Funds that are to be ſubjoines, 


and which we ſhall ſpeak of afterwards, will 
afford him enough to ſupply all the Extraor- 
dinary Exigencies of State that can happen. 
It will be no prejudice to ſuch as have pur- 
chaſed Offices, whether of Ancient or late 


Creation, whereof the Government will have 


no further occaſion, becauſe, the Revenues be- 
ing increaſed and on a ſure foot, they may be 
reimburſed by degrees, with Intereſt allowed 
them out of the Finances; and ſo having their 
time at their diſpoſal, will have no ground to 
„„ Fee e a 
Add to all this, that the Rorar TTT Ex, 
together with the two other Funds, which we 
are to join with it, will be the moſt certain, as 
well as the moſt plentiful Means that can be 
3 imagin'd 
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imagin'd for Payment of the Debts of the 
Goon. „ 
The Eſtabliſhment of the Royal TYITRR 
will fix the King's Revenues upon Real and 
ſure Funds that can never fail. It will be a 
ſufficient Cround-Rent upon all the Wealth of 
Kingdom, the beſt, the nobleſt, and the moſt 
certain that has ever been thought of. = 

There being nothing more Juſt than thoſe 
Excellent Properties we aſcribe of this Rovar 
Trrus, and nothing more certain than thoſe 
Defects we impute to the other Schemes; I ſee - 
no Reaſon why his Majeſty ſhould not em- 
brace this preferably to all others, ſince it in- 
finitely exceeds them all, in reſpect of its 
Plenty, Plaineſs, and Strictneſs of Proportion, 
and by its being leaſt liable to Corruption and 
Bribery!! 5715: 1 8 l het CY 
I will fay nothing of the other. two Funds, 
the Salt and the Fix'd Revenue, which conſiſts 
in the Demeſnes, and the Eſcheats, and Money 
ariſing from the Sale of Places, c. becauſe I 
am perſwaded, that the Expedients I propoſe 
with regard to the firſt will be eaſily complied 
with ; and becauſe the other comprehends ſuch 
— as are already Eſtabliſh'd, and as good 
ee 4% 25: TE b 8 
As to the Difficulties that may ariſe in Op- 
poſition to the Eſtabliſhment of this ROYAL 
Trrun, they might perhaps ſeem formidable it 
one ; ſhould muſter them up all together, by 
reaſon of the Prejudice the People have a- 
gainſt Innovation, which hitherto has always 
done them Evil, but never any good; their 
Clamours muſt needs be loud till ſuch time as 
they have weighd the Matter, and compared 
the good and the ill Effects of it together. Such 
Clamours are no new thing, and therefore 
bo a | TOY uu not- 
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notwithſtanding -hoſe, a good Deſign ought 


nor to be laid aſide, but carried on and brought 
to a Happy Hue. The ſureſt way is, to attempt 


but a little at a time, as I have propoſed to- 
wards the End of theſe Memoirs ; and by this 
means, thoſe that ory out will be but few, and 
their noiſe will be laid, ſo ſoon as they have 


à little confider'd the Matter. It will not be 
the meaner fort of People that will cry out 
moſt, but thoſe I have mention'd'in the Chap - 
ter, concerning Objections and Oppoſitions: 
But ſince none of thoſe have any reafon to do 
ſo, we muſt ſtop our Ears, arm our ſelves 
with Reſolution, and go on in our Deſign, not 
doubting but that in 4 little time every one 
will be ſenſible of the good Effects of it. 
The Eſtabliſning the Royal Thythe ſeems to 
me to be the only Means left whereby the Quiet 
of the Kingdom can be brought about, and 
what can add moſt to the Glory of 23 
and increaſe his Revenues with the greateſt eaſe; 
becauſe it is plain, that the more that is ſettled 
and ſtrengthned, the more thoſe will increaſe 
daily, as well as the Subſtance of the People; 
for thoſe two muſt go hand in hand. 

The more one examines this Syſtem, the 
more its Excellency will appear ; for beſides all 
the good Qualities of it, I have already men- 
tion d, one wilt always find new Beauties ap- 
pearing. For inſtance, there is this incompa- 
rable one, and which is indeed peculiar to it, 
that it is equally. profitable to Prince and Peo- 
ple. But as this Scheme is founded upon Prin- 


eiples adapted only to it ſelf, tho very juſt and 


natural; ſo as to its Execution it is incompati- 
ble with any other. Wherefore it would be un- 
doing all, if we ſhould endeavour to mix part 
of one with part of another, as of the Ki es 
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of the Fruits of the Earth With the Tax or Sub- 
ſidies; becauſè that this Tythe being carried to 
the greateſt heighth, in theſe Memoirs, it can- 
not be incorporated with other Impoſitions of 
the Nature of thoſe that are raiſed at this time, 
without putting all in Confuſion, and rendring 
it inſupportable. Wherefore this Syſtem muſt 
be uſed intire, or quite laid aſide. - 
I would willingly put an End to this Pre- 
face, but that I find my ſelf under an Obliga- 
tion to take the Liberty to repreſent to mm 
Majeſty, that this Work being ſolely deſign' 
for him and his Kingdom, without 'any other 
Conſideration ; it is neceſſary, that in his 
Goodneſs he would pleaſe to refer the Exami- 
nation of it to Men of true Worth and Honour, 
and ſuch as are abſolutely difintereſted : For 
the general Fault of the Nation, is, to mind 
nothing leſs than the Exigencies of the State: 
and rarely ſhall we ſee one endeavour the Pub- 
lick Good when it interferes with his own pri- 
vate. Intereſt, Another Man's Miſery never 
troubles them, provided themſelves are ſafe : 
and I have often ſeen the Publick Affairs miſ- 
carry, becauſe private Intereſt was mingled 
with it, and they always found Means to caſt 
the Ballance on their ſide. It would therefore 
be much for his Majeſty's Service, in this Caſe 
particularly, to take ſpecial Care in the Choice 
of the Perſons to whoſe Examination he ſhall 
pleaſe to commit this Work. 
I am further oblig'd, in Honour and Con- 


ſcience, to repreſent to his Majeſty, that 1 
have at all times, and upon all Occaſions ob- 
ſerv'd, that here in France too little Regard has 
been had to the nieaner Sort of People, and 
that they have been always deſpiſed; and 


therefore it is that they are the moſt undone 


and 
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and miſerable part of the Kingdom; notwith- 


| ſtanding they are the moſt conſiderable, both 
for their Number, and the real and effectual 


Service they do the Publick : For it is They that 


bear the Charges, who have always ſuffer'd, 
and do ſtill ſuffer moſt ; and it is upon Them 


that the great-Decreaſe of Men in the King- 
dom falls. Here is what I have diſcovered by 
the ſerious Application I have uſed, to know 


how far this Matter would go. 


F By atuluring upon ſome. of the beſt Maps 
of thi 


s Kingdom, I find, that France in its pre- 
fent Extent, contains about Thirty thouſand 
Square Leagues, of 25 to a Degree, the Lea- 
on 2282 Tviſes, 3 Feet. That each of theſe 
Leagues contains 4688 Arpens, 82 Perches and 

a half, of Ground of all Sorts; the Arpen of 100 
Square Perches, and the Perch of 20 Foot 
long, and 300 Foot Square, Theſe 4688 Ar. 
pens, 82x Perches, divided proportionally into 
waſte Ground, building Ground, Roads, 
Hedges, Ditches, Ponds, Rivers and Rivulets, 
into arable' Land, Meadows, Gardens, Vine- 
yards, Woods, and into all other Parts, of which 
2 little Piece of a habitable Country of ſuch an 
Extent may be made up; ſuppoſing the Ferti- 
lity of it ſomewhat below ordinary; this Land 


then being cultivated, ſow'd, and the Harveſt 


reapt and brought in, one Year with another, 
ought to produce enough to feed ſeven or eight 
hundred Perſons of all Ages and Sexes, allow- 
ing three. Septiers of Corn, a Head, of Paris 
Meaſure, the Septier weighing 166 Pound 
Neat, the Weight of the Bag deducted. 
So that if France had as many Inhabitants as 
it could maintain by its owp Product, it would 
contain, upon the Foot of 7o0o Perſons to a 
Square League, One and twenty Millions, and 


allow 
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allowing 800 to a Square League, Twenty four 
Millions. By the Rolls I have made of ſome 
Provinces of the Kingdom, and of ſeveral other 
little Parts of it, I have found, that the com- 
mon Square League of thoſe Provinces does 
not contain but 6274 Perſons of all Ages and 
Sexes; but {till J have Reaſon to doubt whe- 
ther this Lift will hold over all the Kingdom, 
there being Abundance of ill Ground, of which 
I have no Roll. * In the firft Caſe I find, that 
is, allowing 700 Perſons to a Square League, 
that there comes ſhort 725 Perſons by the 
Square League, and in the ſecond of 800 to the 
{ame League, that there wants 1724; which 
in the firſt Caſe, comes up to Two Millions, a 
Hundred and ſeventy five thouſand Souls Diffe- 
rence through the whole Kingdom, and in the 

| | f other 
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l have been told by ſome judicious Men, wheſe Buſt- 
neſs let them into the Knowledge of theſe Matters, that 
before the laſt War there were in France Fifteen Millions of 
Souls and above, and that at preſent there are not above 
thirteen, which comes to but 433 Perſons in a Square 
League; however it has been found, that there are above 
700 in Bretagne, Normandy, Picardy, Artois, 
and the Generallity of Tours, but not ſo many in Alſace, 
Dauphine, and the County of Burgundy. And having 
Further Light into the Matter by the Liſts I have collect- 
ed ſince, of all the Provinces of the Kingdom, whereof you 
will ſee à ſhort Account bereafter ; I find, that after the 
laſt War there were in France Nineteen Million forty nine 
thouſand, which anſwers pretty near to the Eſtimate I have 
| given in the preceding Page, which allows 6275 Perſons 
: of all Age: and Sexes,, to the Square League, which is 
ſtill much below what it could maintain, was the Groimd 
improved. | 
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other, to. Five Millions a hundred and ſeventy 
thouſand,which is near as many as there are in 
England, Scotland and Ireland,  _ 

Te isthe lower Sort of People, that by their 


— 


Labour and Buſineſs, and by what they pay to 
the King, enrich both him and all his Kingdom. 
It is They that furniſh him all the Soldiers and 
Seamen that make up his Armies and Fleets, 
and a great Number of Officers; all the Mer- 
Chants, and all the lower Officers in his Judica- 

tures zit is They that exerciſe all Arts and Han- 

dicrafts ; it is They that manage all the Trade 


and Manufactures of the Kingdom; that furniſh 


all che Husbandmen, Vine-Dreſſers, and Day- 
Labourers in the Country, who keep and feed 
the Cattle, who ſow the Corn, and gather it 
in, who dreſs the Vines, and make the Wine; 
and to ſum up all in one Word, it is they that 
do all the Work, of all Sorts, in Town and 
Country. 5 ym uh en arg 
Herein conſiſts that Part of the People, 
which is the moſt uſeful, but the moſt deſpited” 
who have hithertoſuffered ſo much, and do ſtill 


ſuffer, even at the very Time I am writing | 


this. One might reaſonably hope, that the 
Eſtabliſhing the RoYAL TY THE would in 
fifteen Years Time redreſs all this, and reſtore 
the Kingdom to à perfect Abundance. both of 
Men and Riches. For were the People's Op- 


preflions removed, they would marry more 


freely, they would cloath and feed themſelves 
better, their Children would be more robuſt, 
and better brought up, and they would mind 


their own Affairs much more. In ſhort, they 


would labour with more Vigour and Coutage, 

knowing that the chief Part of their Gain was 

to be their own. 5 5 a 
; d 
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The Author's Preface. xvt 
It is certain, that the Grandeur of Kings is 
mealured by the Number of their Subjects; it 
is in theſe, that all the Wealth, the Happinefs, 
the Riches, the Power, and all they have thar's 
Great and Glorious, in the Wrlod conſiſts. Princes 
therefore can do nothing, that's more for their 
Service and their Glory, than to have this Maxim 
before their Eyes; for ſince it is in this alone, 
that all their Honour and Happineſs conſiſts, 
they cannot be at too much Pains for the Pre- 
ſervation and Increaſe of the People, who 
ought to be ſo dear them. I 
It is a long Time ſince T have been ſenſible, 
that this Preface has exceeded its juſt Bounds ; 
but I cannot however prevail with my ſelf to 
put an End to it, before I have told my 
Thoughts concerning the Bounds that may be 
ſet to this ROYAL TyYTHrae, which I think, 
I have ſtudied fo diligently, as to give my 
Opinion of that Matter. 
It ſeems very reaſonable to me then, that it 
onght never to be carry d. higher than a Tenth 
Part, nor lower than a Twentith ; the Ex- 
Ceſs of the firſt would be too burthenfome, and 
the Smallneſsof the other would not be ſufficient 
for the current Charges. The King may raiſe or 


Fink between the Two, as the Neceſſities of 


State require, 'and never otherwiſe ; becauſe 
nothing is more certain, than that the more 
vou take from the People, the leſs you leave 
tor Trade and Buſineſs; and the beſt employ'd 
Money in the Kingdom, i; that which re- 
mains in the People's Hands, where it is never 


- 


uſeleſs nor idle. 


The 
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The Fundamental Maxims of *% 


this SYSTEM. 


TRE . | 
T is a known and evident Truth in all the 
civiliz'd Parts of the World, That in every 
State or Government, the Subjects thereof 
do ſtand in need of its Protection, without 
which they cannot . | | 
: J. 


- That the Prince, the Head and Soveraign 


of the State, cannot give the People this Prote- 


ction, unleſs they furniſh him with the Means. 


From whence follows, R of 

That no State can ſupport it ſelf, unleſs the 
Subjects ſupport it. Now this Support implies 
all the Neceſſities of the State, to which con- 
ſequently all the Subjects are obliged to con- 


+ 


tribute. Lt] Ps (Ol Ot LINE 

From this Neceflity does reſult, _ _ 
_ Firſt, A natural Obligation upon all the 
Subjects of all Ranks, to contribute in Propor- 
tion to theirRents, or the, Product of their In- 
duſtry, which no one of them can reaſonably 
avoid. f W e's 
_ Secondly, It is ſufficient to authorize this Du- 
ty, that they rte Subjects of that State. 
_ Thirdly, That all Privileges that tend to an 
Exemption from this Contribution, are unjuſt 
and abuſive, and neither can or ought to pre- 
vail to the Prejudice of the Publick. 
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FH EN*TFay that France is the 
7 _ fineſt Kingdom in the World, 
I tell no News, for that has 
been own'd a long time; but 
if I ſhould add, that it is the richeſt; no body 
will believe it by what they ſee. It is never- 
8 SE B theleſs 
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theleſs an evident Truth, and one may 


eaſily be convinced of it, if they wife but con- 
ſider, that tt is not great heaps of Gold and 
Silver that make Kingdoms great and rich; 

there being vaſt Countries in the World that a5 
bound in thoſe, and yet have neither Plenty 
nor Happineſs. Such as Peru, and ſeveral o- 
ther Kingdems of America, and of the Eaſt and 
Hal Indies, yhich abound in Geld and precious 
Stones, and yet want Bread. The true Riches 
of a Kipgdom, conſiſt in the abundance. of 


ſuch, Goods, as are of neceſſary. uſe for the 


Support of Men's Lives, and which they, can- 
not be without. 

One may fafely ſay,” that France" enjoys this 
Abundance in the higheſt degree, ſince out of 
its fuperfluity it can plentifully rg its Neigh- 
bours, Who are ford to come there" to pur- 
chaſe ſuch things as they want, with _ 
Gold and. Silver; j or if it does receive 
their Goods, it is only to l Kale, 
and to gratifie the Luxury « of its ihe 9 ; 
otherwiſe it 8 Ver. well be without 
= f hen. . 

The Goods char Wa moſt common ells 
to 2 are; 1 due rn, 


might beds ing to it Immenſe Riches Fo what 
the Indies could hun At: with, Y 4 it was 
Miſtreſs of them, n 

France has moreover certain ng vir . er 
ties that encourage an inland Trade, which 
Is mighty uſeful to it. That is, that there is not 


a Province i in it that does not ſtand in need — 
the 
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ok Neighbouring, ſome way or other ; which 


makes Money circulate, and that every thing 


is either conſumed at home, or fold abroad, fo 


that nothing lies on their hands. 

If what I have been ſaying is not exactly 
and literally true, the blame muſt not be laid 
on the Inclemency of the Air, nor on the Sloth 
of the People, nor on the Barrenneſs of the 
Ground; becauſe the Climate is excellent, the 
Inhabitants laborious, skillful, and induſtrious, 
and very numerous; but on the Wars, which 
have plagued France for a long time, and on 
our failing in Oeconomy, which we do not 


ſufficiently underſtand, either in the choice of 


Impoſitions and Subſidies, neceſſary for ſup- 
porting the State, or in the manner of raiſing 
them, or in the cultivating the Ground, with 
reſpect to its Fertility. For it is a Truth be- 
yond all contradiction, That the beſt Soil dif- 
ters in nothing from the worſt, if it is not cul- 
tivated. This Cultivating becomes not only 
uſeleſs, but deſtructive, both to the Maſter and 
Tenant, by reaſon of the charges he is obli- 
ged to be at upon it, if, for want of Conſump- 
tion, the Product of his Land lies on his han 
for want of a Merchant. 
We have been long ſenſible, and every body 
has complain'd of it, that the Product of the 
Country has fallen ſnort by one third, of what 
it yielded thirty or forty Years ago, eſpecially 
in thoſe Parts where the Poll-Tax is in uſe, but 


very few have given themſelves the trouble to 


enquire throughly into the cauſes of. this de- 
creaſe, which every day will become more and 
more ſenſible, if proper Remedies are not ap- 


B 2. Who- 


4 APROꝶJJ EO for a 
Whoever has but the leaſt Knowledge of what 
paſſes in the Country will eaſily perceive, that 
_ thoſe Taxes are one of the Cauſes of this Evil; 
not that they are always too great, but becauſe 
they are laid on without any manner of pro- 
portion, not only in Groſs, with reſpect of one 
Pariſh co another, but of one Perſon to ano- 
ther. In a word, they are become Arbitrary, 
there being no proportion obſerv'd, between 
the Subſtance of any Perſon and the Tax that's 
laid upon him. Not only. fo, but thoſe Taxes 
are exacted with extream Rigour, and with ſo 
great Charges that thoſe at leaſt come to a 
fourth part of the Taxes: Nor is there any 
thing more ordinary than Diſtraining upon the 
poor People to that degree, as to carry away 
the very doors of their Houſes, after they have 
ſold every thing they could find within them: 
Nay, it has been feen, that even the Houfes have 
heen demoliſnhed to come at the Joyſts, Rafters, 
and Boards, which they have ſold for a fifth 
or ſixth part of their true Value, deducting the 
Tar. | FVV 


By the Arbitrary proceedin g and partiality of 


Men of Power and Authority, it often hap- 
pens that one or more Pariſnes are Taxed much 
below their juſt proportion, and conſequently 
their Neighbours much above; which is an in- 
veterate Evil, and not eaſily to- be remedied. 
Thoſe Men in Power are in the end well paid 
for their Protection, either by an over-value 
of their Farms, or of thoſe of their Friends 
and Relations, whoſe Farmers they protect, ſo 
as what Taxes are laid on them is more for Form 
than any thing elſe; for there is nothing more 
uſual than to ſee a Farm of between three and 


tour thouſand Livres Rent, that ſhall not be 


Taxed 
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Taxed to above forty or fifty Livres; when a- 
nother of between four and five hundred Livres 
ſhall pay a hundred, and often more: And 
therefore it is, that commonly the Land has 
not half the Tillage given it that it re- 
quires. | ere” „ 
The Caſe is the ſame between Peaſant and 
Peaſant, and between one Husbandman and a- 
nother, the ſtronger ſtill Oppreſs the weaker ; 
and to ſuch a paſs are Matters come with them, 
that he who otherwiſe would lay out his Ta- 
| lent upon ſome Trade or Buſineſs, whereby he 
might decently maintain himſelf and his Fa- 
mily, chooſes rather to lay it up in a Napkin : 
And he who could well afford to keep a Cow 
or two, a few Sheep, more or leſs, with which 
he could improve his Farm or his Land, is ob- 
liged to be without them, for fear of -being 
loaded with Taxes next Lear; which he is 
ſure to be, if it is obſerved that he gains: any 
thing, or that his Crop has been better than 
ordinary. For this Reaſon therefore; he and 
his Family live wretchedly, half naked and 
ſtarved : and not only that, but he lets the lit- 
tle Land he has run into decay, by beſtowing 
but half labour upon it, for fear that if it 
ſhould yield what it could, was it duly me- 
nured and improved, he ſhould find his Tax 
doubled upon him. It is evident then, that the 
Decay of the Product of the Country is o- 
ing to the want of Culture, and that this want 
proceeds from the manner of Impoſing Tax- 
es, and the rigorous way of raiſing them. 
Another Cauſe of this Decay is the want of 
Conſumption ; which ariſes chiefly from two 
Reaſons ; one of which is, the Greatneſs and 
Multiplicity of the Duties of the Aids, and 
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Provincial Tolls or Cuſtoms, which often ex- 
ceed the Value of the Goods, ſuch as Wine, 
Beer, and Cyder; and thence it is that ſo 
many have pluck'd up their Vines, and in time 
will do fo with their Apple-trees ; becauſe there 
are too many in Compariſon of the Conſum- 
tion that is at preſent in every Country; 
which ftill diminiſhes every day. The other 
is theunſpeakable Oppreſſions of the Commil- 
ſaries in raiſing thoſe Aids; they having of 
late become Merchants of Wine and Cyder : 
For you muſt go through ſo many Offices, 
and Officers hands, in tranſporting your Goods, 
not only from one Province to another, or 
one Country to another, as from Britany 
to Normandy ; which makes Frenchmen Stran- 
gers even to their own Fellow-Subjeas and 
Countrymen, (the moſt impolitick Maxim in 
the World; the true Politick being to preſerve 
Unity and Uniformity among the Subjects, to 
Unite them the more to their Prince) but even 
from onE place to another in the ſame Pro- 
vince. And there have been ſo many Tricks 
invented to ſurprize the Owners of the Goods, 
to the end chey might be confiſcated, that both 
the Proprietor and the Peaſants have choſe ra- 
ther to let their Goods periſh at home, than 
to tranſport them with ſo much hazard and 
trouble, and fo little Profit. Infomuch that 
there is a great deal of Goods, ſuch as Wine, 
_ Cyder, and Oy], and other ſuch like things, 
that are very cheap upon the place, but would 
ſell at a good Price, ten, twenty, or thirty 
Leagues off, where they are much wanted; 
which are ſuffer'd to periſh, by Reaſon of the 
danger of tranſporting them. 


It 
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It would be much for the A e h 
State, and the Glory of the Ring, if ſome 
ſure and certain way could be found out to 
furniſh. His Majeſty with as much or more 
than ariſes to him from the Taxes, Aids, and 
Provincial Cuſtoms, that pranks” eau People 
might be delivered from the Miſeries under 
which they groan by reaſon of thoſe Subſidies. 
This I am fully perſwaded is what I have found 
out, and what 1 am going to propoſe, after I 
have in a few Words laid open the Inconve- 
niencies occaſion'd by what they call the Ex- 
traordinary Affairs, and the Exemptions. 
It was impoſſible, upon the foot things are 
at preſent, to ſupply the Charges of the laſt 
War, without the help of thoſe extraordinary 
Projects and Funds, which furniſh'd ſo large 
Supplies. But it cannot be denied, that ex- 
cepting the Annuities upon the Town-houſe of 
Paris, the Annuities call'd Tontines, and other 
ſuch like Mortgages, which may be of uſe to 
private Perſons, and were Voluntary, the 
Exceſs of thoſe Extraordinary Affairs has been 
the cauſe of great Evils, which the State muſt 
needs feel for a long time ; not only by reaſon 
of the Annuities and Debts. which it has con- 
tracted, which have mightily encreaſed its 
Charges, and in the mean time, by theſe 
means has freed a great many of the Subjects 
from the Tax, whoſe, Exemptions coſt them 
very little, and even ſome of that has ſtuck to 
the Fingers of the Farmers of the Revenues: 
But N the abſolute Ruin of à great ma- 
ny good Families, who, without due informa- 
tion whether they were able or not, have been 
forced to pay ſeveral hard Taxes. Moreover, 
theſe extraordinary Methods have quite 
5 | B 4 drained 


8 APN for o 
draind and exhauſted the Subſtance of thoſe 


that were in good Circumſtances, and in a 


condition to ſupply the Neceſſities of the poor 
Oqtntty, People; who at all times uſed to 
have fecourſe to them in their Neceſſity, both 
to have whetewithall to pay their Taxes, and 


their other preſſing Debts, and to buy the ne- 


ceſſaries of Life, reckoning always to repay 
that Loan with the ſweat of their Brow ; by 
Which means both Maſter and Servant were 
able to live; whereas both being ruined at 
the ſame time, and by the ſame means, their 
condition is almoſt irrecover able. 
That I may be the better underſtood, I will 
take the liberty to give a Detail of the moſt 
Material Defects I have obſerved in Matters of 
this kind. Not that I mean to find fault with 
what has been done in Caſes of preſſing Neceſ- 


ſity, büt to ſhow the unſpeakable Service one 


might do the State, if there could be a way 
found out to ſupply ſuch a Neceflity, without 
The firſt of all is; the Injuſtice in Tax- 
ing one Man high, who is no more liable 
to it than another who pays nothing, or 
much leſs than he, and for which there is no 
other reaſon given him but the Exigencies of 
the State; which always holds good with re- 
ſpe& to the State, but the poor Man is much 
to be pitied, who, notwithſtanding his having 
paid before on ſeveral other Accounts, and in 
other Places, finds himſelf diftinguiſh'd b. 
the Impoſition of a new Tax, which he muſt 
neceſſarily pay, without having the Liberty to 
offer his Reaſons why he ought nor.” 
I n enn fb? 


being obliged to have recourſe to ſuch Means 
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The ſecond is, the Uſury which the Far- 
mers exact, both from the Private Perſon that 
pays, and from the King that receives; which 
amounts to no leſs than a fourth of the whole, 

and-(ometimes-more,” «7 751 19 Lg: 
The third is, the Charges of Conſtraining, 
Which often riſes higher than the Principal 


ic 46k! 2. e 
The fourth conſiſts in the Annuities, Wages, 
and Penſions, by which the King has increaſed 
his Debts, by the Creation of ſo many Employ- 
ments and Offices, by ſettling ſo many Annu- 
ties upon the Town-Houſe of Paru, the Poſt- 
Offices, the Tontines, and the Augmentation 
JJC 
The fifth conſiſts in freeing a great many 
People from the Tax, whoſe Exemption falls 
directly on the People, and indirectly on the 


King. | 
; The ſixth, by compleating the Ruin of thoſe 
who had ſtill ſomething left, have cut of all 
manner of Relief from the Peaſants, who al- 
ways had recourſe to thoſe in their moſt ur- 
gent Neceſſities. it "Ke 00G: 
And the ſeventh, in that the Extraordinary 
Affairs having produced a Multitude of ſmaller 
Impoſitions upon al ſorts of Goods, have in- 
terrupted Trade, by diminiſhing the Conſum- 
ption. And Experience plainly ſhows, that 
ſuch Impoſitions ſerve for no other Purpoſe 
than to enrich the Farmers of the Revenues, 
to vex the People, and to hinder the Sale of 
Goods, and after all bring little or no Money 
into the King's Coffers. 1 ene 
Thus all thoſe ' Extraordinary Affairs (as 
they re call d) whatever way you turn them, 
are always equally Prejudicial to Prince and 
People. There 


AA 


how many ſoever you make of them, one is 


There remains one Remark more to be made, 
and it is this, that. the Tax, the Salt, the Aids, 
the Cuſtoms, Gc. 7 well be continued, 


proyided the Abuſes that have been introdu- 


ced, were rectify d; but this cannot be done 


with reſpect to the Extraordinary Affairs, 


which cannot be renewed from Year to Year, 
at leaſt under the ſame Title; and therefore 


ſure to ſee-an end put to them in a little time: 


And it is probable it is this Conſideration has 


made our Enemies prolong the War; ſince it 
is not to be. doubted. but they are well in- 
formed of what paſles among us. 
I could enlarge upon the Inconveniencies 
that attend the Provincial Cuſtoms, both on 
the Account of the Offices being ſituated in 
the middle of the Provinces of France, and the 
exceſſive Taxes, and the Frauds of the Com- 
miſſioners, but I chooſe to.. paſs over thoſe, 
and be as brief as I can... And therefore I will 
not enlarge any further on that Head, nor on 
the Capitation; which having been done 
all on a ſudden, and in haſte, hath. run into 
inevitable Miſtakes, which have conſiderably 
leſſened what might have been expected from 
ity and occaſioned infinite Confuſion and In- 
ſtige. . 
What a mighty Bleſſing would it be to the 


Kingdom, if the King could ſupply his Ne- 


ceſſities by eaſie and natural Methods, with- 
out being oblig'd to have recourſe to Extra- 


ordinary Means, whoſe weight is ever inſup- 


portable, and Conſequences diſmall. 
Since in every State every Individual Sub- 
ject ſtands in need of its Protection for their 
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ral Conditions and Circumſtances; it is high- 
ly reaſonable that all ſhould Contribute ac- 
cording to their Incomes, towards the Char- 
ges and Support of it. This is the Deſign of 

the Maxim we have placed at the beginning 
of theſe Memoirs. There can nothing then 
be more Unjuſt, than to exempt from this 
Contribution thoſe who are moſt able to 
pay it, and to lay the whole Burthen on thoſe 
who are leaſt in a Condition todo it, and who 
muſt neceffarily fink under its Weight; which 
otherwiſe would be very light, were it bore 
by all in proportion to their Strength. From 
which it 15 evident, that all Exemptions in this 
reſpect, are Abuſes which ought to be re- 
formed. | . | 

It ſeems to me, after much Reflection, and 
long Experience, that the King has a ſure 
and Effectual Remedy for all theſe Evils, whe- 
ther Preſent or Future. | | 
---This. conſiſts in obliging every one, in 
proportion to their ſeveral Incomes, to con- 
tribute towards the Publick Charges; but {till 
in a gentle and eaſie way, and in obſerving ſuch 
a due Proportion that none might have Rea- 
ſon to Complain; for the Diſtribution ſhould 
be fo Juſt, that tho' every one, from the 
greateſt to the ſmalleſt, ſhould bear a part, 
yet, the Burthen ſhould not lie too heavy on 
Any one; becauſe every one's ſhare ſhould 
be in Proportion to his Income. 

It will be a further Advantage of this Expedi- 
ent, That in troubleſome Times it will ſupply 
all the Publick Neceſſities, without having re- 
courſe to Extraordinary Means, by only aug- 
menting the 2xota's, in proportion to the Ne- 
ceſſities of the State. For Example, if the 

| ordinary 
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ordinary Quota be the Twentieth of the In- 
come, it may be raiſed to the Fifteenth or 

the Tenth, only in Proportion, and accord- 
ing to the continuance of the Neceſſity; 
without any ones paying twice for the ſame 
Income, or being diſtreſſed for the Payment; 
becauſe the Recovery of thoſe Funds will al- 
ways be in an eaſie and natural Way, and 
with little or no Charge, as ſhall be ſhewn 
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7 5 . the Hiebe 5 all the Fruits 1 
Expt 8 Ground without PR: erred 


ry "HE firſt Fund is is A ta Receipt in kind 
1 of the Fruits of the Earth to à certain 
proportion, in lieu of the Tax, the Aids, the 


Cuſtoms or Tolls from one Province to ano- 


ther, the Tenths, and the other Impoſitions. 


'This Receipt I call a Royal Tyrhe, which is to 


be generally raiſed out of all the Fruits of the 


Earth, of what kind ſoever; that is, Corn, 
Wine, Woods, Meadows, Paſturage, | 


I have at laſt ffxt upon this Scheme, ** 


having for a long time weigh'd and compar'd 


it with the Land-Tax, and the Twenrieth 


Penny, all the other being full bf. eee 


and in{uperable Difficulties. 
What has always been found fads with: in 


the Impoſition of Taxes, and what the re- 
peated Ordinances of our Kings. have never 
been able to remedy to this day, is, That the 
Impoſitions have never been Proportioned to 
the Incomes: both becauſe this Proportion re- 


quires an exact knowledge of the Value of the 
Lands, in themſelves, and with relation to the 
Neighbouring; ; which very few do under- 
ſtand, or endeavour to inform themſelves of, 
becauſe they think it would require too much 


Who 
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who are moſt concerned in the Impoſitions, 
have always been willing to preſerve to them- 
felves a liberty to ſhow Favour to whom they 
would, in thoſe parts where the Poll-Tax pre- 
vails. And as for thoſe parts where the Land- 
Tax is in Uſe, by long and certain Experi- 
ence it is plain, That the ancient Eſtimates 
have no manner of Proportion to the preſent 
Product of the Land: and that there is a vaſt 
Diſproportion in the Impoſition, not only be- 
tween one Pariſh and another, but even be- 
tween Land and Land in the ſame Parifſh*: 
which comes to paſs, either becauſe, as in 
Human Bodies, the Ground changes its Tem- 
per, and has not always the ſame degree of 
Fertility: or by the Uneavenneſs of its Sur- 
face, which makes a mighty difference; or by 
the Knavery of the Surveyors.” As happened 


once in the Generality of Montauban, where the 
late Mr. Pelot was Intendant; who being deſi- 


rous to reform 'the Diſorders of the ancient 
Regulation, by a Commiſſion from the Coun- 
cil, had a new Eſtimate: made by ſome Sur- 
veyors, who Cheated him, - notwithſtanding 
all the Care and Application he uſed in choo- 
ſing them: | infomuch, that, as the moſt in- 
telligent People of that Country told him, It 


had been much better for that Generality, if 


he had let things ſtand upon the ancient Foot 
they were on, becauſe the Inequalities of his 
Tarif were greater than they had been for- 
merly. To Thott © ih 77 Be 
The Eſtimate that was made in Danphine, 
in the Year 1639, had no better Effect. There 
was ſo little Proportion obſerv'd in it, and the 


Inequality was ſo great, that Mr. Bouchu, In- 


tendant of that Province, has begun another, 
, which. 
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ROYAL Trrture. 15 
which he has carried on with the greateſt 
Exactneſs and Application theſe two or three 
Years paſt. And it is ſaid it will take him ſe- 
veral Years more to finiſh it; and after he has 
beftow'd all that Time and Pains upon it, he 
may be very ſure, that after all, there will be 
Complaints againſt it. From hence one may 
judge how hard a matter it is to make true 
and juſt Eſtimates of the intrinſick value of 
Lands, either as to themſelves, or with rela- 
tion to thoſe that lie near them: or of one 
Pariſh, or of one Country in reſpect of ano- 
ther. „ in a | #* 5% Na 


Beſidles, in theſe Provinces, as well as in 


Provence and Britany, there is a diſtinction to be 
made between thoſe Lands that are properly 
Noble (as they call them) or Lordſhips, and 
Lands of Soccage, and of ſeveral forts of Ex- 
emptions; which unleſs every one pay, it is 
to no purpoſe to endeavour any Reforma- 
eie ee 25 eee een eee ; 

One would think, that in thoſe Parts where 
the Land- Tax is in Uſe, thoſe that are liable 


ro it ſhould be free from all thoſe Exa&tions and 


Extortions that are practiſed elſewhere in the 


raiſing of Taxes; but the Complaints there, 
are no leſs than in other Parts; for there the 
Receivers will have their Paragouante, or 


Preſent, and their Inferiour Officers are as 
great Harpies there as any where elſe; inſo- 
much that neither Mr. Pelat, notwithſtanding 
all his Severity and Exactneſs, nor any of his 


Succeſſors, Intendants of the Generality of 


Montauban, or even in Bourdenux and other Parts, 
have ever been able effectually to remedy it. 


It is not altogether the ſame in Languedoc, 


and Provence, thoſe being what they call Pais 
ele Eta: 


16 A Projecr for 4 
d'Etat, or Countries that Tax themſelves, but 
the Abuſes are more or leſs every where. 
All theſe Inconveniencies might be redreſs d 

by. gathering the Tythe of all the Fruits of 
the Ground in kind. Formerly that was the 
Revenue of our ancient Kings, and the moſt 
natural, and leaſt chargeable Duty upon the 
Husbandman. The Proportion obſerved in it 
is ſo Natural and ſo Preciſe. to the preſent 
Value of the Land, that no Surveyor, . how- 
ever expert he may be, is able to make ſo 
juſt a Calculation and Eſtimate. If the Soil 
is good and well Cultivated, it will yield a 
great deal, but if neither, but very little, but 
in a Natural Proportion to its true Value. 
And as this way of raiſing the Tax, and the 
Aids together would free the Husbandman 
from the fear of having his Taxes heightned 
upon him next Lear; in thoſe. Parts where 
the Poll-Tax prevails; ſo it may reaſonably 
be expected, that the Product of the Ground 
will increaſe to. near. half, by reaſon of the 
Care and Improvement that will be beſtow d 
on it, and conſequently the King's Revenues 
will riſe in Proportion. | 


Me 160 ono 
You have ſeen then the firſt Defect in this 
Diſproportion happily removed, and in ſuch 
4 manner, that it will not be in the Power of 
MAKES c barn armuotos 
The Second, which comprehends the Evils 
that attend Exactions, is likewiſe for ever ba- 
niſh'd by Eſtabliſhing this Syſtem. For the 
Husbandman having paid his Royal Tythe, as 
he does the Eccleſiaitick, upon the ſpor, in the 
Harveſt time; has nothing to fear from the 
Collectors of the Taxes, nor the Receivers, 
nor any of their Officers ; and all that Ani- 


moſity, 
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moſity, and inveterate Hatred that perpetual- 
ly rages among the Peaſants, by reaſon of the 
Diſproportionable Impoſitions of Taxes, where 
each is over-rated in his turn, will ceaſe at 
once: and they will all become good Friends, 
and have no fault to find with one another, 
and every one will have a ſtock of Cattle ac- 
cording to his Subſtance. And all the Paſſa- 
ges will be free and open from one Province 
to - another, and from one Place to another, 
and all Cuſtoms confined to the Frontiers. 
An Inland Trade will quickly begin to flou- 
riſh over all the Kingdom, by the great Con- 
ſumption that will be made; which will enable 
the Peaſant to pay his Maſter with Eaſe, and 
make himſelf live comfortably. 
It remains 


w to enquire, what Revenue 


this Fund will produce, on what Quota this 
„ TSS 


To that end, to ſureſt way, in my Opinion, 
will be to make the Experiment upon ſome one 
particular Province, Normandy for inſtance, in 
which there are all ſorts of Soils, good, bad, 
and indifferent: and I chooſe this the rather, 
becauſe I had a Friend of mine there, who 
was a Man of whoſe Exactneſs and Diligence 
in that Matter, I was perfectly well aſſured. 
Having Meaſured this Province upon the beſt 
Maps, it was found that the three Generalities 
of which it is made up, viz. Roan, Caen, and 
Alenzon, contain'd 1740 ſquare Leagues, after 
the Meaſure of the Chatelet, which makes the 
League 22825 Toiſes long, and the ſquare 
League 5 Millions, 209 Thouſand 806+ Toiſes; 
which being reduced to Arpens, of 109 ſquare 
Perches each, and the 552 of 20 ſquare Feet, 

Us Li 8 a 45 
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as 1s. ſaid. before, and the Foot of 12 Inches, 


makes 4688 Arpens, 824 Per ches. 

Ihe Acre is the common Meaſure in the 

| Province of Normandy: and this Acre conſiſts 

of 160glquare Perches, and the Perch of 22 
{quare Net; but the Feet being different, the 

moſt common Meaſure, and that, which they 

have followed, is of Eleven Inches, and the 

Inch of Twelve Lines. Of this Meaſure there 

mult g0 679 Perches and a halt. i length to 

make à League, according to the Meaſure of 

the Chatelet, and conſequently the ſquare 

League will contain 2885+ Acres ſquare, and 
therefore.thoſe 1740 ſquare Leagues muft con- 4 - 
tain Five Millions, Twenty one Thouſand, 8 
| Six Hundred and Forty Acre... ; 
| __ Subſtra& from this à fifth part, for the Ri- 2 
| vers and Rivulets, the High-ways, People of 5 
Quality's Houſes, Heaths and bad Soil, Which « 
amount to a Million, Four Thouſand, Three tl 
Hundred and T went) Eight Acres, there will cl 
remain, Four Millions, Seventeen Thouſand, t 
Three Hundred re . * 
It has been further examined, what each A- tl 


cre, through all the Province could yield, one tl 
Year with another, in Eleven Years: and tho A 
ſeveral, very expert Perſons have. maintained, p 
that there Was more Ground that yielded above 
150 Sheayes in an Acre, than that yielded un- n 
der 100; and ſo the Geometrical Proportion A 
would have been 120 to an Acre, one Year ce 


F with another; yet ſince. this Fact has been di- dc 
N | ſputed by ſeveral very Intelligent Perſons, who. 1 
think rather that 90 Sheaves to an Agre, Wou d m 

be a much juſter Proportion, by reaſon of the 
bad Culture for the moſt part, we have taken M 
up with this Eſtimate; becauſe that in a dr 
5 | Scheme 2 


2 
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Scheme of this Nature, nothing ought to be 
advanced, but what is commonly received for 
ur. 17 Re anni fy Ow IO 
It muſt in the next place be inquired into, 

how many Sheaves muſt commonly go to make 
up a Buſhel of Corn. But the Buſhel being a 
very unequal. Meaſure in ' Normandy, we have 
reduced it to Weight; which is the ſame over 
all the Province, and it has been found by u- 
nanimous Conſent, that five Sheaves common- 
ly will at leaſt make a Buſhel, weighing fifty 
Pound. SA CA woo rs Oy EY 

The Pound of Corn, at Roan and elſewhere, 
is commonly worth a Sox. So the Tythe of 
9o Sheaves, is 90 Sous. But becauſe the Land 
is not ſowed every Year, and in ſome parts of 
this Province, bears Wheat but once in three 
Years, it has been thought reaſonable in this 
Computation, to reckon only two Years of the 

three, becauſe the Tythe of the lefler Grain of 
the ſecond Year, together with the Graſs of 
the three Years, and that of the Pulſe, may 
be worth'the Year of Wheat. Theſe two Years 
then will give nine Livres, which divided into 
three, will give three Livres a Year for each 
Acre; which is about Forty Sous the Ar- 

en. Go 
: There being a great deal of Wood in Nor- 
mandy, it would ſeem unreaſonable to put the 
Acre upon the Foot of Arable Ground; but 
conſidering that there is 2 great deal of Mea- 
dow and Paſture Ground, which yields much 
more than the Arable, the one may make a- 
mends for the other. 9 A 

From which it follows, That theſe Four 
Millions, Seventeen Thoufand, Three Hun- 
dred and Twelve Tythable Acres, will give 

A C 2 Twelve 
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Twelve Millions, Fifty one Thouſand, Nine 
Hundred and Thirty Six Livres, counting up- 
on the Foot of a Tenth part. 12051936 Liv. 


—— 


Nou the King does not raiſe out of the Pro- 
vince of Normandy but Four Millions for the 
Taxes, and about Two Millions, Seven Hun- 


dred Thouſand Livres for the Aids and the Cu- 


ſtoms of Export and Import; without reckoning 
what it coſts the People for raiſing theſe Duties, 
which amounts to the Fourth part of the Im- 

oſitions at leaſt, by reaſon of the great num- 
bo of Officers, and others that are imployed by 
the Receivers of the Taxes and the Aids. Where- 
fore this Tythe will exceed all the Kinggets by 
the Tax and the Aids, by the Sum of Five Mil- 


lions, Three Hundred and Fifty one Thouſand, 


Nine Hundred and Thirty Six Livres. 


Though I have found that this Calculation 


zs pretty juſt, nevertheleſs ſince we cannot be 
too ſure in a Matter of this Conſequence, it 
is fit to ſee whether what we think to be true 


in the Speculation, is likewiſe ſo in the Pra- 


ctice. I have ſaid, that we muſt Meaſure a 
League every way Square, in a ſpot of Ground 
that is neither good nor bad, and to fee what 
it actually pays of. Eccleſiaſtick Tythe. This 
was done on the 24th of September, 1698. four 
Leagues above Roan, by my Friend, accompa- 
nied by ſeveral Expert and Judicious Surveyors. 
They could not Meaſure a whole League eve- 
ry way Square, by reaſon of the Woods, but 
they did halt a League with great Exactnels ; 


which enclos'd the two Villages and Pariſhes 


of Reninville and Canteloup ; that is 721 Acres, 


Seven Eights, of the above-mentioned Meaſure, 
which makes 1172 Arpens, 144 Perches, at 20 
8 | Square 


ROYAL TV TEE. 21 


Square Feet to a Perch, as above; which is juſt 
the Fourth part of a ſquare League. 
They found that there was about a Fourth part 
very bad Ground, and beſides that, in Woods 
and Commons, fifty Acres, which were not 
Tythed, no more than the two Gentlemens 
Seats, with their Parks and Incloſures. Not- 
withſtanding which, the great Tythe of theſe 
two Pariſhes, which belongs to the, Chartreux 
of. Gaillon, as Abbies of St. Catherine, is actual- 
ly form'd at Six Hundred. Livres: and the Tythe 
of the Parſon is valu'd at Eight Hundred Li- 
vres, which makes Fourteen Hundred Livres. 
From whence we may reaſon in this manner. 
If the Fourth part of a Square League, in 
indifferent Soil, including two Mannors and 
their Appurtenances, Which pay nothing, give 
Fourteen Hundred Livres, of Eccleſiaſtical 
Tythe, the ſquare League will give Five 
Thouſand, Six Hundred. Conſequently the 
Seventeen Hundred and Forty Leagues, which 
make the Extent of the Three Generalities, of 
which the Province of Normandy is made up, 
will give Nine Millions, Seven Hundred For- 
ty Four Thouſand Livres. 9744000 Livres. 


Which is ſhort of the above mentioned Cal- 
culation, by Two Millions, Three Hundred and 
Seven Thouſand, Nine Hundred and Thirty Six 
Livres: and this oughtto be ſo. For the Eccleſia- 
{tical Tythe, the Model upon which we have 
made this Eſtimate, tythes neither Woods nor 
Meadows, nor Paſture Ground, and takes no 
more than the Eleventh Sheat ; whereas the 
5 5 Tythe extends to Woods, Meadows, 
Paſturage, and even Pulſe, as high as the 
Tenth part: and conſequently this Tythe mutt 
n Lach as = Pee, 
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exceed the Eccleſiaſtick, at leaſt a Fourth part, 


and above a Third in thoſe parts where the 
Eccleſiaſtick Tythe comes only to the Thir- 
teenth Sheaf, and much more ſtill, where the Fif- 
teenth or Twentieth only is exacted, as in Pro- 
vence and Dauphin, and ſeveral other Parts: For 
the Qucta of the Eccleſiaſtical Tythe is very 
different. It is not that T would have the Royal 
Tythe rajſed to the Tenth part; for I will 
hereafter give the Reaſons why Ethink it ought 


not to be carried ſo high; but What T mean is, 
to ſhow the Proportion between the Taxes, the 


Eccleſiaſtical, and the Royal Tythe. | 

Tho this Experiment is ſufficient to con- 
vince any one, yer I think it re to bring 
it up to a Demonſtration : And to that end, I 
ordered a Compariſon to be made between the 
Product of the Tax, and the Eccleſiaſtical 


Tythe; in Fifty Pariſhes taken one after ano- 


ther, in the ſame part of the Country; which 


was done upon Fiſty Three, including the two 


above- mentioned: and it was found that the 
Eccleſiaſtical Tythe exceeded the Tax, in all 
thoſe Pariſhes taken together, one Third and 
above. For the Tax of thoſe Fifty Three Pa- 
riſhes, amounts to but Forty Six Thouſand, 


Three Hundred and Seventy Livres, and the 
Eccleſiaſtical Tythe to Seventy Three Thou- 


ſand and Eighty Livres: Thus the Tythes ex- 
ceed the Tax by the Summ of Twenty Six 
Thouſand, Seven Hundred and Ten Livres ; 
which is above one Third. And if the Royal 


Tythe was raiſed at the Tenth part; and the 
Eccleſiaſtical but at the Eleventh, and if the 


Woods, Meadows, and Paſture Ground were 
Tythed, it is evident, that theſe Fifty Three 
Pariſhes, would yield the Double of the Taxes. 


C27 . 
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By which it appears, that if the Royal Tythe 
was but at the Twentieth part, it would, toge- 
ther with the other additional Funds, ſupply 


all the Neceſſities of the State. 


? . 


Here is then a Demonſtration, not only that 
this Royal Tythe is ſufficient to ſupply the 
Funds of the Taxes and Aids, but likewiſe of 
ſeveral other Impoſitions, which are much more 
hurtful than profitable to the State, and ſerve to 
no other purpoſe but to enrich ſome Farmers of 
the Revenues, and to maintain a multitude of 

Re and Vagabonds, who might be very 
uſefully 'employ'd ſomewhere elſe. 
Some perhaps will ſay, That this Royal 
Tythe, or this gathering of the Fruits in kind, 
is not a preſent and ready Fund, as that of the 
Taxes and Aids: and that the Ring, for the 
Support and Neceſſities of the Government, 
would need to have ſure and certain Funds 
on which he might ſafely rely, as he does on 
thofe of the Aids, the Taxes, and of the Cu- 
ſtoms, from one Province to another. 

I do own that the King ought to have a cer- 
tain and ſure Fund to provide for the Neceſlities 
of the State; but I do averr, that the, Fund of 
the Royal Tythe is at leaſt as ready as that of 
the Tax, and that it will always be very ſure, 

„„ „ ES i 
The Tax uſually is not paid in leſs than Six- 
teen Months, and beſides there are always Inſol- 
vencies. The Experience of what happens be- 
tween the great Tythers, ſuch as the Biſhops, 
Abbots and Chapters, and their General Far- 
mers, is a manifeſt Proof, that the King could 
bring this Fund into his Coffers in Twelve or 
Fourteen Months, without any Deficiency at 
all. For commonly the Term of N 
10 | 4. | OL 
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of theſe Farms is at Chriſtmas, the ſecond at 
Whitſuntide, or at fartheſt at St. Fohn's day. Nay 
there are ſome that are paid Monthly before 
hand. As the late Archbiſhop of Paris's Far- 
mers did, who paid him regularly a Thouſand 
Piſtoles every firſt day of the Month. Several 
other Prelates do the ſame, or near the matter, 


with thoſe who Farm their Tythes. We can- 


not ſuppoſe the King in a worſe Condition 
than thoſe who have the great Tythes in his 
Kingdom, and therefore we may reaſonably 
expect that he will be paid in Ten Months, as 
well as they, or at fartheſt in Twelve or Four- 
teen. It is reaſonable to believe he will be better 
paid, becauſe Frauds are daily committed in 
the Eccleſiaſtical Tythes, and it can hardly be 


ſuppoſęd that the Ring can be cheated in his, 


if his Officers are Careful and Diligent. 


I take for granted, that this Royal Tythe will 


be farm'd as the Eccleſiaſtick, for Three, Six, 


or Nine Years; which is no leſs than neceſſary ;to 


the end the Farmers may not demand anyAbate- 


ment for any Accidents that may happen, ſuch 


as Froft, Hail, and the like, and that the Re- 
venues may be certain, and as much to be re- 
ly'd on as the Tythes of the Church. 

Of all Revenues this Royal Tythe is the eaſi- 
eſt; for the Tyther is not obliged to advance 
any Money, except for the railing it, and that 


is very ſmall in Compariſon to the Revenue. 


Three or Four Men, and Two Horſes, in an 
indifferent good and plain Country, will take 


up Two Thouſand Sheaves of Corn, in Six 


Weeks time at moſt. This Corn may be 
threſh'd out at their own Convenience in the 
Winter time, and thoſe whoſe Occaſions are not 
very preſſing, will ſtay till a convenient time 
TI 
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It will therefore not only be eaſie for the 
King to find General Farmers for theſe Funds, 
but even many Sub-Farmers will readily offer 
themſelves; becauſe the Husbandmen and Pea- 
ſants having no ground to fear being over- 
charged by the Tax for their Farms, will un- 
dertake this Employment the more willingly, 
that it does not require their Pains and Atten- 
dance; but at the time when the Culture of 
Ground does not want them. And if the 
| King would be pleaſed to allow Gentlemen 
to Farm theſe Tythes, without derogating from 
their Honour, there's no Reaſon to doubt but 
that the Office would be mightily ſought after, 
and inſtead of One, you might have Ten that 
would offer their Service. | 
Even the Parſons themſelves would willing- 
ly embrace the Employment, both becauſe 
that by this means they would be freed 
from the Charges that attend the receiving of 
the Tythe they pay themſelves, and that they 
would have a clear Profit beſides, by reaſon 
that almoſt the ſame Charges they muſt be at 
to raiſe their own Tythes, would with the 
Addition of one Man and one Horſe more, ac- 
cording to the Extent of the Pariſh, raiſe the 
King's Tythe likewiſe. 1 
And tho' it ſhould be neceſſary to have a 
Barn for holding the Tythe, in every Pariſh 
in thoſe Provinces that lie. on this fide the 
Loire, for there's no occaſion for them on the 
other ſide, yet the Charges would be inconſi- 
derable ; ſince that for a thouſand or twelve 
hundred Livres, one may build a Barn capable 
to hold a Tythe worth two thouſand Livres at 
leaſt, And the great Advantage the People 
would receive by this way of levying the Fo. 
i > 25 i | 5 


eaſily fee that it is a Bleſſing which he cannot 
value too much: Conſidering, with himſelf, 
that after he has once paid this Royal Tythe, 
as he has that of I his Heart will 
be at eaſe all the reſt of the Year, and free 
from the leaſt apprehenſion, that what he has 
left ſhall be taken from him under pretence of 
Royal Subſidies. Nor will he have ground to 
fear, let the Produce of his Labour or Induſtry 
be what it will, that his Taxes will be height- 
ned next Year. This will not only encou- 
rage him to cultivate his Ground, and to put 


it in à condition to yield all that can be ex- 


pected from the greateſt Improvement, but 
likewiſe to live decently and comfortably upon 
the Fruits of his Labour and Induſtry,” and to 
give his Children ſuitable Education. b 

| | | | t 
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It will not be improper in this place to in- 
ſert a faithful Relation I had of what happen- 
ed in the Buſineſs of the Juriſdiction of Roar ; 
becauſe thoſe who were moſt concerned in it 
are ſtill alive, and ready to give the King a 
true Account of the Matter, if His Majeſty 
would pleaſe to'be inform'd ; there being no- 
thing more capable to give a lively Concepti- 
on of the great Evilsthat are occaſion'd by the 
TER TT; „ 
What they call the Banliele, or Juriſdiction 
of Roan, conſiſts of five or ſix and thirty Pa- 


riſhes, which are in the Neighbourhood of 


this City; ſome of them about a League and 
a half, others two ſmall Leagues diſtant from 
As many and as much of theſe Pariſhes as lie 
within the Bounds of this Juriſdiction, are ex- 
empted from the Tax. . But ſome parts of ſome 
of theſe Pariſhes,and almoſt the whole of thoſe 
that are moſt diſtant from the Town, lie with- 
out thoſe Bounds'; which are diſtinguiſh'd by 
Lines drawn from one ſide to the other: And 
ſince they have the ſame Exemptions the 
Town has, they pay the ſame Duties of Im- 
port which it does, for all the Meat and 
Drink they conſume. ' . 
Though this Exemption is but imaginary, as 


will preſently appear, yet it has made theſe 


Pariſhes be look d upon with an Eye of Jea- 
louſie, not only by their Neighbours, but 
even by the Intendants, who could not endure 
to ſee them in quiet, and ſeeming Plenty, 
while others were in Trouble and Confuſion, 
by reaſon of the Difficulties there were in the 
laying on and gathering of the Taxes. 


And 


a 


| | thoſe Difficulties, 
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And becauſe it js one of the greateſt of 
x End which happens very 
often when the King raiſes the Taxes, to know 
where Taxes ought to be increaſed, and 
where to be diminiſh'd, there has hardly been 
4 time when that Matter came under Confide- 
ratio, that the Exemptions of the Pariſhes 
within this Juriſdiction have not been nar- 
rowly examin'd: And no Man has done that 
with more Application than Mr. de Marillac. 


_ _ He \thought he could do nothing more Juſt, 


and more Advantagious for the Election of 
Roan, which was over-rated, than to make 


theſe Parifhes bear a part of the Burthen. But 


ſince there is no removing this Exemption, 
without putting thoſe Pariſhes upon the ſame 
foot with thoſe that pay Taxes, that is diſ- 
charging them from the foreſaid Duty of Con- 
ſumption, they don't inſiſt ſo much on this 


Matter, as on the Diminution that ought to 


be made in favour of the Farmer of the Aids. 
And it being evident upon the ſtricteſt Exa- 


mination, that thoſe Pariſhes, had they been 


Tax'd, would have paid, at moſt, but five 
and twenty thouſand Livres, do now actually 
pay above forty five thouſand Livres of Duty 
on Confumption, of which there muſt have 
been a Diminution made to the Farmer of the 
Aids, it has been thought advifeable to let the 


Buſineſs of the Exemption alone, and to let 


them live in the ſame Condition they have 
„ J OT 
From hence it appears, that there was Rea- 


ſon for ſaying, that this Privilege or Exempti- 


on had nothing real in it, and exiſted no 
where but in the Imagination of thoſe who 


fanſied they enjoyed it; becauſe it freed them 


from 
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from thoſe Vexations which they ſee are inſe- 
parable from the Impoſition and levying of 
Ins. | 

The Inhabitants of the Pariſhes within this 
Juriſdiction make no Account of the Over- 


| charge of thoſe Duties, nor of the Roguery 
and Tricks that are put upon them by the Com- 


miſſioners of the Aids, who every day invent 
new ways to ger Confiſcations to themſelves, 
which is almoſt impoſlible to avoid. Never- 


| theleſs, it being in the Power of thoſe Inhabi- 


tants to fix that Impoſition according to their 
manner of Living,and that they pay nothing if 
they can live on Bread and Water, they will 
be content with their Conditions, and be envi- 
ted by their Neighbours. | 

Every one complains, and not without Rea- 
fon, of the Frauds and Tricks that are daily 
practiſed by the Commiſſioners of the Aids. 
Every Man's Door muſt flie open to them as 
often as they deſire it: And if it happens that 
a poor Man, for the Suſtenance of his Family, 
ſhould out of one Hodſhead of Cyder or Per- 
ry make three, by adding two of Water, as is 
frequently done, he not only hazards loſing all, 
but alſo paying a ſwinging Fine : And he 
comes off well if he is Acquitted for paying 
for the Water he drinks. * 

But this is nothing in compariſon of the 
Miſery of thoſe Pariſhes that are liable to the 
Tax; for there it is neither their living plen- 
tifully nor poorly, nor their good or bad Cir- 
cumſtances which regulates the Proportion of 
their Impoſitions; but Envy and Malice, Pro- 
tection, Favour, and Animoſity; and Poverty, 
whether real or pretended, is ſure to be Op- 
preſs' d. And if there is one whoſe Circumſtan- 

cos 
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ces are eaſie, he muſt by all means take care 


that his Neighbours know nothing of it. He 


muſt carry his Precaution to that degree, as to 
deprive himſelf even of Neceſſaries, for fear 
of being thought Rich: For the Miſerable Per- 
ſon that's lyable to Taxes, muſt, without 

weighing the Matter, prefer Poverty to a Com- 
petency; which after it has coſt him much Un- 
eaſineſs, ſerves to no other purpoſe but to make 


him the more deeply ſenſible of the Loſs of his 


Eaſe, according to the Humour or Jealouſie of 
his envious Neighbours. 10 9 a 
In ſhort, the Inhabitants of the Pariſhes of 
the foreſaid Juriſdiction provide themſelves 
with Cloaths ſufficient to guard themſelves a- 
ainſt the Inclemencies of the Air, without 
fear that from that azecaution any one ſhould 
draw Conſequences prejudicial: to their Inte- 
reſt : Whereas, if they go but a quarter of a 
League from home, they -ſhall ſee ſome of 
their Neighbours, - who have much more 
Land than they, all in Tatters, expos'd to the 


Injuries of Wind and Rain; and all becauſe a 


whole Coat would infallibly bring an Over- 
charge of Tax upon them the next Near. 
. Here I cannot forbear telling what I obſer- 
ved at Hoyfleur, which is; That the Inhabitants, 
to be rid of the Miſery and Oppreſſion which 
attended the Tax, not only compounded for 
the Sum they us'd to pay every Year, which 
was ſeven and twenty thouſand Livres; but 
alſo to obtain this Compoſition, charged them- 
ſelves with the Sum of a hundred thouſand 
Livres, which they borrow'd at Intereſt, to be 
employ'd upon the Reparations of their Har- 
bour. So inſupportable were their Taxes, 


and 
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and 0 rigorous the manner of lerying 
them. by 

Now, to, apply: all L have 1 ing con- 
cerning this Royal Dihe, upon the Experiment 
made in Normandy, to the whole Kingdom in 
general, Lreaſon thus: 

France in its preſent Kriteit, exactly ſurvey d, 


contains thirty thouſand: ſquare Leagues, of 


the meaſure the Chateler. of Paris. Lat: us then 
Subſtract a fifth part for the Rivers, High- 
ways, Hedges, People of Quality's Houſes, 
Moors and Heaths, and other Ground which 
yield little or nothing, there will remain four 
and twenty thouſand Leagues able to pay 

Tythe ; which, upon the foot of the foreſaid 
Eſſay, which is 5600 Livres on the Square 
League, of Church Tythes, allowing, only the 
eleventh Sheaf, it will amount to a hundred 
and thirty four Millions, four hundred thou- 
ſand Livres, and much more were, the Woods, 


| IO and Paſture Ground Tythd. 
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* This SulftraBtion TY 2 part was not made 
in the Eſſay above- mention d of the Square League, 
and regard was had only to the Effe&tive Prodvce of 
the Church Tythes, withont taking in the bad Ground; 
the Woods and Commons within that ſpace of Ground, 
and the two Mannors, with their Parks and En- 
cloſures, which Method i to be obſerved all along. 
From whence it evident, that it was not abſolutely ne- 
ceſſay to make any Deduction. We dave dine it how- 
ever to render thy Scheme as little liable to Cenſure as 
was poſſible ; and to make its ſe fulneſs _ evi 
dently to every one. 


4 


EI will reduce this Sum to a hundred and 
twenty Million, and inſtead of the full Tythe, 
or tenth part, will allow only a twentieth, or 
half Tythe, for this Fund; reſerving ſtill a 
Liberty to raiſe the Quota according to the 
Exigencies of the State, as has been ſaid, and 
as ſhall be more fully treated on hereafter. 
So this Article ſhall go for ſixty Million of 
Livres, for the Firſt Fund. = 60000000 Liv. 


33 
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* By the following Second Tables you will ſee this 


Fund reduced to Fifty Million, and the other in Pro- 


portion, and yet ſufficient. 


— 
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The Second F und, | 


Comprehending the Tythe of the Revenues ariſing 
from the Houſes in all the Cities and great Towns 


In the Kingdom, Mills of all ſorts ; of Induſtry, 


Annuities upon the King; Sallaries, Penſions, and 


Wages, and all other Incomes not included in the 
Firſt Fund. 


T'HE Taxes and Aids, under which I com- 
prehend the Provincial Cuſtoms, being 
converted into a Tythe of the twentieth part 
of the Fruits of the Earth, to be received in 
kind, it will be found that above the half of 


the Rents and Incomes of the People of Fance 


pay nothing ; which muſt needs be a manifeſt 
Injury to others ; becauſe they being all equal- 
ly Subjects, and under the Protection of the 
Government, every one of them lies under a 
particular Obligation to contribute to its Sup- 
port and Neceſſities, in proportion to their In- 
comes; which is the [Foundation of this Sy- 
ſtem. For the higher any one is rais'd above 
others, either by his Birth, Dignity, or Riches, 
the more does he need the Protection of the 
Government, and the more it concerns him 
to ſupport its Honour and Authority ; which 
cannot be done without great Charges. There 


remains nothing then but to find out what every 


Man's true Yearly Incomes are, to the end he 
may be juſtly and * Taxed. 2 
F S 


34 A Project for 4 
To this Effect, there muſt be an exact Liſt 
of all the Inhabitants of the Kingdom ; which 
would be no hard Matter to do, ſince it is as 
good as done already, if the Curees as they are 
orderd in all the Rituals, have Rolls of all 
the Souls in their reſpective Pariſhes. But in 
Caſe they ſhould not have them, I will ſub- 
joyn to theſe Memoirs a Model for taking ſuch 
a Liſt, which may very eaſily be put in 
IST RNS 
All the People of this Kingdom are either 


thoſe of the Sword, thoſe of the long or ſhort 


Robe, or Plebeians. 

Thoſe of the Sword are, the Princes, the 
Dukes and Peers, the Marſhals of France, and 
the Great Officers of the Crown ; the Gover- 


nours and Lieutenant-Generals of Provinces ; 


the Governours and Great Officers of Towns 


and Fortifi'd Places; all Officers and Soldiers, 
both by Sea and Land, and all the Gentlemen 


of the Kingdom. 
' Thoſe of the Robe are, either Clergymen, 


or the Officers of Juſtice, of the Revenues, or 


of the Magiſtracy. 


The Plebeians are, either Burgers who live 
upon their Eſtates or Employments, or Mer- 
chants, Tradeſmen, Husbandmen, Journey- 


men, and Day-Labourers. 

All theſe in their ſeveral Ranks and Condi- 
tions, have Rents or Incomes, by which 
they and their Families are maintain'd : And 


thoſe conſiſt either in Lands, or Patrimony, 


in Houſes, Mills, Fiſheries, Ships or Boats: 
Or in Sallaries, Penſions, Gifts or Gratifica- 
tions from the King, or from thoſe to 
whom they give Perſonal or other Service: 
Or in Profits ariſing from their Offices and Im- 


ployment ; 


0 


* 
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ployments: Or in their Commerce and Trade: 


Or in the Labour of their Hands, if they are 
' Tradeſmen , Journey-men, or Day-Labou- 


rers. 
It only remains then to ſind out what thoſe 


Rents and Incomes are, for the juſt Regulation 
and fixing of the Royal Tythe, and the Methods 
of receiving it. Nor do I think there will be 
any great Difficulty in the Matter, it due 
Diligence and Application be uſed: And if the 
King would pleaſe to iſſue out his expreſs Or- 
ders, which ſhould be rigidly put in Execution, 
importing Confiſcation of all ſuch Rents and 
Incomes as ſhould be hid and concealed, and 
a Penalty of paying double for not having 
made a faithful Report of them. By this 
means, and by the exemplary Puniſhment of 
ſuch as did preſume to elude the Orders, and 
not conform themſelves in all things to them, 
all might be brought about. There would be 
no more to do but to name Men of Worth and 
ſufficient Abilities;who ſhould be well inform'd 
of the King's Intentions, well paid, and ſuffici- 
ently Authoriz'd to enquire into all thoſe dif- 
ferent Rents and Incomes, and to remove them- 
ſelves from place to place as there ſhould be oc- 
caſion. 

The following Detail will be of great uſe 


for the clearing of this Propoſition. 


In the firſt place. There is no neceſſity for 
making a ſeparate Article for the Clergy ; be- 
cauſe what they poſſeſs and enjoy conſiſts either 
in Tythes, Lands, Houſes, Mills ; in Offices, or 
in Penſions. | 
If it be Tythes, the Royal Tythe, which is 
the firſt Fund, having been receiv'd out of the 


Eccleſiaſtical, they will thereby have ſatisfi d 
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the Contribution to which their Tythes are 
liable to the State. And the Caſe is the fame 
if it be in Lands. : 
If they conſiſt in other things, which are to 
be mention'd afterwards, they are on the ſame 
Foot as other Subjects are, who have the like 
Effects, and they muſt contribute as thoſe do 
to the Charges of the Government, in the man- 
ner hereafter ſpecifi d. 
. Secondly, There being Liſts and Regiſters of 


all thoſe that have Penſions, Sallaries, and 


Grants from the King, by what Name or Ti- 
tle ſoever they are call'd, and of what Nature 
ſoever they are: As alſo, of what Rank and 
Condition the Perſons are who enjoy them, it 
will be no difficult Matter to know the Sum of 
them every Year. 


_ Thirdly, The Houſes of Cities and Towns 


throughout the Kingdom, the Mills, Fiſheries, 

Rivers, and Ponds, are things which cannot be 

concealed. And by the Method I am to pro- 
pole, it will not be impoſſible to know the 

Produce of all Trades and Handy- crafts. 

. Fourthly, The Wages of all the Domeſtick 


Servants of both Sexes within the Kingdom, 


are eaſily diſcovered. Fg | 
It will not be improper in this place to ſpeak 

24 little about Rents, to ſhow how much 
of thoſe will come into this Fund. Thoſe 
are of two ſorts, viz. Lordſhips and Real E- 
ſtates, or Mortgages and Annuities ; of the 
firſt, ſome are certain and fix'd, and are paid 
in Money, Corn, Fowl, &c. and this is what 
is properly call'd Lordſhips. The other is re- 
ceiv'd in kind, in Harveſt time, to a certain 
Proportion, according to the number of 5 
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the Ground yields, and this is what we com- 
monly call Champart or Agrier, Field-Rent. 

Suppoſing then, that the Royal Tythe has the 
preference of all other, and is rais'd firſt, and 
that it affects all the Earth produces; it follows, 
that ic would Tythe thoſe Seignieurial Rents, 
which are not due, eſpecially in France, where, 
in the ſenſe of the Feudal Law, they are no Vil- 
lains, but becauſe of the Fruits of the Earth; 
which was given to the Vaſſals upon this con- 
dition. This is plain with regard to the Rents 
of the firſt kind, and an Example will make 
the Fact evident with reſpect to the other. 

Let us ſuppoſe, that the Lord or Proprietor 
of any Lands has a Right of Field-Rent to the 
fifth Sheaf, of ſix ſcore he takes twenty four. 
But the Royal Tythe having been firſt gather'd, 
and having, according to our Scheme, taken 
ſix out of ſix ſcore, it is plain there remain 
but a hundred and fourteen; out of which the 
Field-Rent will get but Two and Twenty, and 
four fifth parts; which ſhows that it has paid 
the twenticth part. So that it being one of the 
Priucipal Maxims upon which this Scheme is 
Founded, That the ſame Rent ſhould not pay 
twice, it follows, that this Rent having ſatisfi d 
in the Firſt Fund, it ought not to pay in the Second. 

The Caſe is almoſt the ſame with regard to 
Annuities and Mortgages purchaſed with Mo- 
ney, or by Grants or Legacies, which ought 
not to come into the Second Fund, but in ſo far 
as ſome of them ought to return to the King, 
out of thoſe he has charged himſeif with: 
Whether thoſe ſettled upon the Town-Houle of 
Paris, the Tontines, and the Poſ#-Office, upon the 
Salt, and other the like Funds. For all theſe 
Annuities being Mortgages upon thoſe Funds, 


3 or 
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or upon things chat are of the Nature of Funds, 


ſuch as Employment and Offices in the Judi- 


— 


catures and Finances; and that all thoſe Funds 
are liable to the Royal Tythe ; it follows, that 
having been paid upon the General Fund, 
nothing can be demanded out of theſe parti- 
cular Annuitses. 5 

One Example will ſet this Matter in a ver 
clear Light. Mr. Dubos poſſeſſes Lands wort 
Six Thouſand Livres a Year ; let us ſuppoſe 
that the Regulation of the Royal Tythe for this 
Year is at the Fifteenth Sheaf, and the reſt in 
proportion: This Land muſt pay to the King, 
or his Farmer, Four Hundred Livres ; which 
is the Fifteenth pare of the whole Rent, and 
which is to be rais d out of the Fruits of the 
Ground, without regarding whether this Eſtate 


is incumber'd or not. Nevertheleſs Mr. Dubozs 


owes to Mr. Dejardins Thirty Thouſand Livres, 
for which he pays him Yearly Fifteen Hun- 
dred Livres; which is the Fourth part of the 
Yearly-Rent of this Land. It is evident then, 
that this Annuity of Fifteen Hundred Livres 
having paid the Royal Tythe, when the whole 
Tythe of all this Eſtate, which was Mortga- 


; ged to him, was raiſed out of the Fruits of the 


round, -no further Tythe can in Reaſon be 


demanded of Mr. Dejardins for thoſe Fifteen 


Hundred Livres. 


It is the ſame in all Annuities by Donation 
Or Legacy, as alſo in all thoſe upon Offices 


in the Judicature and Finances, and upon all 
Funds which are Real and Patrimonial. 
But thoſe Annuities being a conſiderable and 


neat Income to thoſe who have them, who 


receive them without any Trouble or Charge ; 


and the Contributions they were obliged to 
33 a ng 7 71 T NS :; ; 3 a , pay 
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pay the Government, having been paid by the 
Proprietor of thoſe Lands which were Mort- 
gaged to them; it is juſt and reaſonable that 
the King by his Declaration ſhould give Re- 
lief to the Proprietors of Eſtates againſt thoſe 
who have Mortgages or Annuities upon them, 


for the Royal Tythe which they have advanced. 


This will breed no Difficulty nor Quarrel be- 
twixt them, becauſe the' Proprietor of the 
Land has no more to do but to rerain in his 
own hand what he has advanced for the Royal 


Zythe of this Annuity. Thus Mr. Dubois will 


have Right to retain out of Mr. Dejardin's An- 
nuity, what he has paid the Publick for him, 
and ſo reimburſe himſelf ; which will prevent 
all Partialiry,and ſiding with particularFamilies. 

I come next to make an Eſtimate of the 
ſeveral parts of this Second Fund, and to know 


as near as may be, what each will yield. And 
this is the Method I take. MET 


J will begin with the Houſes of the Cities 
and great Towns of the Kingdom. Whether 
they are inhabited by thoſe to whom they 
belong, or. are let to others, it is reaſona- 
ble they ſhould pay the Royal Tythe, or the 
Twentieth of the Rent, or of the Intereſt ta- 


ken upon the Foot of their Value, the Fif h 


part of that Intereit or Rent, being deducted 


for Reparations. 


A Landlord, for Example, lets a Houſe for 
Four Hundred Livres; the Fifth part, which is 
Fourſcore Livres, ſhall remain to him for keep- 


ing his Houſe in Repair: So he is accountable 


only for Three Hundred and Twenty Livres 
to the Tythe, at one Twentieth Part; which 
conſequently will yield Sixteen Livres. 
If the Proprietor lives in his own Houſe, it 
D 4 will 
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will be eaſie to know the Value; either by 


what it has been let for formerly, or by the 


Contract made with the Perſon he bought it 
of, or by the Eſtimate that may be made of 
it, according to its Situation, the number of 
Stories, the Solidity of the Building, or by the 


Value of the Neighbouring Houſes, which look 


to the ſame Street. This Eſtimate once made, 
we may preſently know what the Intereſt will 
be; a Fifth of which being deducted for the Re- 
parations, the reſt will be liable ta the Tythe. 
To learn eaſily what Tythe may ariſe out of 
all the Houſes of the Cities and conſiderable 
Towns of the Kingdom ; I ſuppoſe that we 
may reckon at leaſt Eight Hundred Cities and 
large Towns, where the Houſes may be va- 
lued : And may very ſafely ſuppoſe alſo, that 
in every one of thoſe Towns, taking one with 
another, there are no leſs than Four. Hundred 


Houſes ; which make in all, Three Hundred 


and Twenty Thouſand Houſes. 
Comprehending Paris in the number of 
theſe Great Towns, we may confidently ſup- 
pole that they are let at a Hundred Livres each, 
one with another, deducting ſtill a Fifth Part for 
- the 


A it be true, as ſome Affirm, that there are in Pa- 
ris alone Four and Twenty Thouſand Houſes that face the 
Street, not rechoning t oſe that are backwards; and that 
of the former, there are at leaſt Four Thouſand that have 
great Gates, porte Cochere ; which, reckoning one with auo- 
ther, cannot be let under Two Thouſand Livres each, making 
Deduction of the Fifth Part for Reparations, &c. and 
the other Twenty Thouſand at Six Hundred Livres; it 
follows, that the Houſes in Paris alone, at the Twentieth 
Penny, will furniſh to the Royal Tythe, a Million of 
Livres at leaf. 5 
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the Reparations. Wherefore this Article will a- 
mount to the Sum of Two and Thirty Millions; 


the Tythe of which, at the Twentieth part, will 
come to Sixteen Hundred Thouſand Livres; 


which is certainly the. loweſt Calculation can 


be made of the Tythe of all the Houſes, of 
all the Cities and large Towns in the King- 
dom. 1600000 Liv. 


The Surface of the whole Kingdom of France 
containing, as has been ſaid already, Thirty 
Thouſand ſquare Leagues, and each League 
550 Perſons at leaſt; one can allow no leſs 
than two Mills to each ſquare League; each of 


which will yield to Maſter andServants together 


Three Hundred and Thirty Livres. But be- 
cauſe ſuch Poſſeſſions do often want repairing ; 
and that they are not uſually valued at above 
Ten or Twelve Years Purchaſe, we may rea- 
ſonably deduct a Fourth Part for Reparations ; 
and ſo the Sixty Thouſand Mills will be rated 
Yearly at Fourteen Million, Eight Hundred 


and Fifty Thouſand Livres: The Tythe of 


which, at the Twentieth Penny, will amount 
to Seven Hundred and Forty Two Thouſand, 


Five Hundred Livres. 742590 Liv, 


— 


It is to be obſerved, that the preceding Article 
is founded only on Corn Mills; and that beſides 


theſe, there are others, viz. for Forges, Fina- 


ries, Oyl-Mills, for beating Hemp and Bark, 
Paper-Mills, Powder-Mills, and for Milling of 
Cloath, and other ſuch like ; which ought to 
pay the Royar TTR, as well as the Corn- 
Mills, and which will yield a very conſiderable 
Sum; which however we are willing ſhould 
be thrown in as a Compliment to the fore- 
going Article. It 
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It is reaſònable likewiſe, that all Ships, Barks, 
and Boats of what Burthen and ſort ſoever, 
ſhould be liable to this Royal Tythe ; which 
being impos'd at five Sous the Tun, might a- 
mount to Three Hundred "Thouſand Livres. 
300000 Liv. 


1 —_ "ey 


By a modeſt Computation it may be reckon'd 


that the Fiſheries and Ponds of the Kingdom,will 
amount to Fifty Thouſand Livres, 5 ooOO Liv. 


It is one of the chief Principles upon which 


this Scheme is founded, That all Rents and In- 
comes ought to contribute proportionally to 


the Neceſſities of the State. No body doubts 


but the Annuities are an excellent Income, 
ſince thoſe they belong to may have them for 
taking. And therefore there is all the reaſon 
in the World they ſhould contribute to the Sup- 
port and Charges of the Government. | 
And this is the Reaſon why,after having ſaid 
before, That theſe Rents having paid their 
Royal Tythe, at the ſame time the Funds they 
were upon did ſo, we have advanced the Ju- 
__ of giving Kelief to the Proprietors of 
thoſe Funds upon which this Annuity or Mort- 
gage was, againſt thoſe for whom the Propri- 
etor had advanced the Tythe of their Annui- 
ties, out of the Fruits of the Ground. * In 
this 


* Some Fudicious Perſons are afraid, that if this 
Tythe were impos d upon the Annuities of the Town Houſe 
of Paris, and others of that kind, it would diſcredit and 
be prejudicial to them; but this is a Miſtake, conſidering 
that theſe Annuities being paid in ready Money, punctu- 
ally, and at a prefixt Term, make an Income much more 

| Sure 


— * 
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In this reſpect the King ought to be in no 


worſe Condition than his Subjects; and ſince 
the Neceſſity of Affairs do Oblige him to Con- 
ſtitute ſeveral Annuities upon the Town-Houſe 
of Pars, upon the Poſt-Office, the Tontoines, 
the Salt, and other Fonds which are punctually 
paid as likewiſe a great many Augmentations 
of Salaries to the Officers of the Judicatures of 
the Kingdom; which are much of the ſame 
Nature with Annuities ; it is reaſonable he 
ſhould have the ſame Privilege as his Subjects 
have, to retain in his own Hand the Royal 
5 7 5 and even of the perpetual Penſions 
which his Majeſty has charged himſelf with 
to the Knights of his Orders. 
Notwithſtanding the great Number of thoſe, 
this Fund will be very conſiderable. And ſince it 


is computed that thoſe Annuities and Augmen- 
tations may amount Yearly to Twenty Millions, 


we will allow here for the Royal Tythe, at the 
Twentieth Penny,one Million, which will make 
for the ſecond part of this Fund, r000000 Liv. 


The 


Sure and Convenient, than what ariſes from Land-Rent : 


which muſt be gathered upon a much worſe Foot, and more 


liable to accidents, and abundance of Reparations; which 


render it cvery way leſs advantageous to the Poſſeſſor. So that 


inſtead of ruining them, I cant tell whether there is not 
more reaſon to fear, that the great Abundance and Ad- 
vantage of theſe Annuities will not much prejudice and 
diminiſh the Value of Land much below what it is. 

L 3s ſuppoſed, and not without Reaſon, That all An- 
nuities are ſettled upon certain Funds; but I know, that 
there are a great many Eccleſiaſtical and Religious So- 


cieties, that borrow Money at Intereſt, without having 


any other Fund than that of their Ingenuity and their Veſtry+ 
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The third part of this Fund is to ariſe from 


the Tythe, at the Twentieth Penny of all Pen- 


ſions, Salaries, Gifts, and Gratuities, and ge- 
nerally out of all the King pays to his Sub- 
jects, of whatever Degree, Quality or Condi- 
tion they be, Laick or Eccleſiaſtick, Noble or 
Plebeian, all having the ſame Obligation, as 
they are Subjects to the King aud the Gbvern- 
ment ; and therefore all ought to Contribute 
to their Support and Preſervation, out of all 
they receive, eſpecially out of this which comes 
neat and ready into their Purſes. 


So this Article comprehends the Princes of - 


the Blood and the Strangers: The Dukes and 
Peers, and all the Great Officers of the Crown, 
the Miniſters and Secretaries of State, the In- 
tendant of the Finances, the Governours and 
Lieutenant-Generals of the Provinces, the Go- 
vernours and Lieutenants of the King, the Of- 


ficers of Cities and Strong Places, called Etats 
Majors, the Counſellors of State, the Maſters 


of Requeſts, the Intendants and Commiſſaries 
in the Provinces, all thoſe of whom the High- 


er and Lower Judicatures in the Kingdom are 


made up, and in ſhort, all the Magiſtracy, 
Officers of the long and ſhort Robe, whether 
of Juſtice, or of the Revenues, Nobles or Ple- 
beians, Great or Small, who receive Salaries, 
Penſions, or any Donative from the King. All 
theſe ought to think it their Honour and Hap- 
pineſs to contribute to the Neceſſities of the 
State, to endeavour its Preſervation and Gran- 
deur, and to do every thing for its Honour 
and Support. 

I reckon that what the King pays Yearly, 
under the above-mentioned Title of Penſions, 
Salaries, Oc. amounts to no. leſs than Forty 
e \ Millions. 
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The fourth Branch of this Fund ſhall conſiſt 
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Million. This is what may be eaſily known, 
and ſuppoſing the Tythe to be at the Twenti- 


eth-Penny, will amount to Two Millions. 
' 2000000 Lyy. 


_— 
— 


of the Wages of the Men-Servants and Maid- 
Servants within the Kingdom, from the Mean- 
eſt of them all, to the Stewards or Comptro- 
lers of great Families, even of thoſe of the 
Princes of the Blood, and the King's Children. 
All which Servants partaking of the Protecti- 
on of the Government, ought to contribute, 
in Proportion, as well as their Maſters ; as the 
Cuſtom is in our Neighbour Nations. And I 
think it reaſonable, that thoſe who give their 
Servants no Wages, ought to pay for them, in 
proportion to what they ought to give them. 
Now I ſuppoſe that there are in the King- 
dom Fifteen Hundred Thouſand Domeſticks of 


-both Sexes, whoſe Wages may be reckoned at 


Twenty Livres each, one with another, and 
none can be under. This amounts to T hirty 


Millions of Livres ; the Twentieth of which will 
| | be 


* There are ſome who ſhow great Diſlike to this Arti- 
cle, but without Reaſon, inmy Opinion ; for, properly ſpeak- 
ing, this of the Servants, tho one of the Ranks of the 
mean People, yet the happieſt. They take no care about what 
they Eat, or what they Drink, what they Wear, or how 
they Lye, it is their Maſters that provide all thoſe : and 
therefore you (hall ſee more Gayety and Cheerfulneſs in the 
Footman's Face, than in bs Lords. 

In Holland, not only the Servants ef both ſexes pay, but 
even th ir Dogs; for every one of which the Maſter paid, in 
the Year 1679. after the Treaty of Nimeguen, à Dutch 
Skilling a Tear, which # above fix Sous of our Money. 


46 A ProJEcrT for a 
be a Million, and Five Hundred Thouſand 
Livres. © a I5o00000 Liv. 
As it is known what Wages and Salaries the 
Officers of Juſtice give to thoſe who are under 
them, * ſo it is no hard matter to know the E- 
moluments that accrue to themſelves ; eſpeci- 
ally in all the Higher and Subaltern Judica- 
catures of the Kingdom, where there are Re- 
ceivers of the Judge's Fees, and where all that 
the Judges or their Commiſſioners exa& from 
the Clients is, or ought to be, regiſtred. This 
would afford a very conſiderable Tythe, upon 
the Foot of the Twentieth Penny. 
But it would be much harder to diſcover 
what is got by the Induſtry of the Pen, by 
thoſe whoſe Emoluments are not liable to be 


Regiſtred ; ſuch as the Attorneys, Counſellors 


of the Parliaments, and of the other Superi- 
our Courts, and of all the Inferiour Courts and 
Judicatures, who get confiderably. f In this 
Caſe we muſt make the Eſtimate upon the pro- 
portion of Buſineſs each one has, and Com- 


pound with them after that is known. Tis true, 
many of them will be very untractable, and not 


deal fairly; but the beſt way for that will be, 
; % 


— 


* Emoluments of the Fudges and their Agents. 

Might not the Taxes on theſe Gentlemen be regula- 
ted by the quantity of Stamp-Paper they uſe. This to me 
ſeems a very ſure way to know their Practice, and of the 
Affairs which go thro' their Hands: Or in any other way 
the firſt Preſident of every Superiour Court, together with 
two or three Counſellors deputed out of that Body,, and the 
Intendant with the Preſident of Inferiour Courts ſhould 
think fit; according to what j now prattiſed for the Ca- 
pPitation in 1701. | | 


ls Lad ot 
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to impoſe a Fine double their Gains, and beſides 
Prohibition of Practice, upon thoſe who ſhall 
not make a fair Declaration: And by this 
means it might be brought to paſs. 

As for the Attorneys * of the Superiour and 
Inferiour Courts, who are a Society, it were 
better to Eſtimate the true Product of their 
Practice in Groſs, upon a moderate and rea- 
ſonable Foot, and to have the Diſtribution made 
by themſelves, according to the Knowledge 
they have of one another's Practice. 

For Example, There may be in one Par- 
liament a Hundred Attorneys, each of whoſe 
Practice, one with another, muſt be very in- 
conſiderable if not worth a Hundred Crowns. 
The Royal Tythe, at the Twentieth, will be 
Fifteen Livers for each : and conſequently for 
all of them Fifteen Hundred Livres, and fo of 
the reſt. | | 

The Notaries may be rated in the ſame man- 
ner as the Attorneys, every one in Proportion, 
to what his Buſineſs brings him. This Eſti- 
mate muſt be made with Judgment and a Spirit 
of Charity, and be brought as low as reaſonabl 
it can; becauſe thereis always a great Inequali- 
ty in the Ingenuity and Skill of Men. This is 
the General Rule which ought to be obſerv'd in 
all theſe and ſuch like Eſtimates, with regard to 
all the Gentlemen of the Robe and Pen, but 
particularly to Advocates or Counſellors, 


whole 


— 


— 


* I believe this Article would be the moſt difficult of all; 
but after all, they could not avoid Compounding ; and ths 
would not be ſo hard a Matter as one would think, if 4 
little Authority were Interpoſed, and the Method uſed in 
the Capitation put in practice. 
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whoſe Talents, God knows, are very different. 
From all that has been ſaid on this Head, I 
think we may reckon, That the Fees received 
by and for the Officers of Juſtice, the Magiſtrates 
and Managers of the Revenues, the Advocates, 
Attorneys, Notaries, and all that the reſt that 
live by their Pen and Practice, get by their 


Employments throughout the Kingdom, may 


amount to Ten Millions; the. Tythe of which, 
at the Twentieth Penny, will be Five Hundred 


Thouſand Livres. | 


— 


I I ſuperſede the Article of Trade, becauſe I 
am of Opinion there ought to be very little laid 
on it, and that only to encourage that part-of 
it which is Profitable to us, and to exclude 
what is otherwiſe, and brings nothing but Loſs. 
The firit is deſireable every where, and at all 
times, both within and without the Kingdom: 
And the other is Prejudicial and Ruinous where- 
ever it is carried on. The one muſt be Encoura- 
ged and Promoted, by giving it due Protection ; 
and the other muſt be Diſcouraged and Prohi- 
bited, as far as is conſiſtent with a good Cor- 
reſpondence with our Neighbours. ry 
Wherefore I will Propoſe nothing Poſitive 
upon the matter of Trade; for the Conſerva- 
tion of which, it were to be wiſh'd, That his 
Majeſty would pleaſe to Conſtitute a Court 
conſiſting of ſome old Counſellors of State * 

and 


„ 


— 


* Since this was written, there have been Councils of 
Trade Eftabliſh'd in ſome of the greateſt Towns of the 
Kingdom ; and a Royal Council at Paris, in which there 


is one Deputy from each of theſe Towns. But to the end 


F 00000 Liv. 
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and of twice as many Maſters of Requeſts, with 
all their Neceſſary Inferiour Officers; who 
ſhould have a Correſpondence Eſtabliſh'd in all 
the Provinces and great Towns of the King- 
dom, with the Chief Merchants, and the moſt 
Underſtanding : and even with Foreign Coun- 
tries, according as there was Occaſion , to 
Enquire an be Informed from time to time of 
the State of Trade, to the end they might in- 
form his Majeſty, and propoſe to him what 
they thought moſt proper to be done for' the 


Maintenance, Increaſe and Flouriſhing of 


WK” | 
This Council ought to be well acquainted 
with the Worth and Importance of Trade, that 

recourſe 


tt. 


thoſe Councils might produce a deſired Effect, it were to 
be wiſh'd that there might be no conſiderable Alteration 
made, either in Trade or the Manufactures, without their 
Advice, | . 

This is of ſuch Importance, both to the King and Go- 


vernment, that by former Experience it has been found, 


that the Farmers of the Revenues, for their own Private 
Intereſt, have often Propos'd the laying on of certain Du- 
ties ; which however inconſiderable they may ſeem at firſt, 
have afterwards, and ſtill do great hurt both to the Peo- 
ple and to the Government, and after all bring little into 
the King's Coffers. The Impoſitions on Hats and Cards, are 
plain Inſtances of this; for both theſe Manufactures are 
almoſt loſt, and drove out of France into Foreign Parts, 


together with theſe who wrought them, to the Number of 


Ten Thouſand out of the Province of Normandy alone ; 
by which means thoſe Nations wbo uſe to come here for 
ſuch Goods, are plentifully furniſht with them at Home, 
to the great detriment of this Kingdom. Nor are theſe 
the only Inſtances. : E 
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recourſe might be had to it in all Impoſitions 
upon Merchants and Trading People, or rather 
their Goods, as far as were conſiſtent with the 
Safety of Trade, without injuring or ſpoiling it: 
And it were well if there were Laws made to 


prevent the Prejudice of it. The Engliſh and 


Dutch have ſuch Councils, and e ſenſible of 
the good Effects of them. 7 
But here I cannot forbear obſerving, That 
the Circulating of Bills is ve- 
The Intercourſe ry Prejudicial to Trade, and 
of Bills to be abo- therefore ought to be abo- 
Iiſb d. liſh'd. There aye two Sorts 
8 . of them, one bearing the Name 
of both Debtor and Creditor, the other only that 
of the Creditor. 


he firſt are Obligations or Promiſes with 


bare ſigning, in which the Intereſt is paid per 
Advance, or Diſcounted with the Principal ; 
and are renewed from time to time; which is a 
way of dealing contrary both to the Laws of 
the Goſpel, and thoſe of the Kingdom. This 
Trade however is drove by a great many, both 
to avoid the Hazards that attend Merchandi- 
Zing , and to have their Money always at 
hand. | TE | 
The other Sort are Bills payable to the Bear- 
er, and which commonly include the Intereſt 
already paid, as in the former. Theſe are be- 
come very common among us; but the Courſe 
of them ought to be ſtopt, becauſe they are 
pernicious both to the King, and indeed to 
Civil Society. Theſe Sort in Bills were firſt 
brought in Vogue, by the Dealers in the Pub- 
lick Monies, during the laſt War, the better to 
conceal their Effects from any Enquiry that 
might be made into them. 
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A certain ſubtle Man, by his Dexterity and 
cunning Management, gets himſelf Credit and 
Reputation, and heaps himſelf up vaſt Riches, 
at his King and Countries Expences, and dies 
worth Two Millions in ſuch Bills. His Heirs, 


after having made themſelves Maſters of them, 


renounce: his Succeflion. If he has malverſed 
in the Management of the Publick's Money, 
or if he has taken that of Private Perſons into 
Hands, their is no Relief againſt him or his 
Heirs, becauſe theſe Bills do not diſcover their 
71 Owner, and ſo the Money given muſt be 
He: mio: n 480 
The uſe of Bills of the firſt Sort, ought only 
to be allow'd- among Merchants, and only 
with reſpect to Merchandiſe, and ought to be 
forbid .among all other Perſons whatſoever ; 
which would be no hard matter, if a Declara- 
tion was made, that they ſhould only - pals, 
and be good between Merchant and Merchant, 
according to the Laws of Commerce, and that 
otherwiſe no Execution, could follow upon 
——:. ww HP; [3 160 1588 
But I am of Opinion, that the uſe of the 
Bills of the ſecond Sort, ought to be entirely 


| aboliſh'd.' The ſhorteſt, and moſt eafie way 


to bring this about, wocld be, not only to 
deprive them of all Execution, but alſo to Pu- 
niſh thoſe who ſigned them, by a conſiderable 
Fine. By this means few would accept ſuch 
Bills, conſidering they could not force the 
Payment of them ; and as few would venture 
to ſign. them, for fear of a ſwinging Fine. 
Let us now retutnto Commerce. I am per- 
{waded, that the Compoſition, which might 
be made in this matter, throughout the King- 


dom, in ſuch way and manner as ſhould be 


E 2 | thought 
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thought moſt Reaſonable and Convemient, 


without reckoning the Cuſtoms upon the Fron- 


tiers, which come into the Fourth Fund, 
might yield a Fund of Two Millions. For 
we muſt undervalue the Commerce of the 
Kingdom, if we do not Rate it at Forty Mil- 
lions a Lear; and therefore the Royar 'T'rTaE 
will amount to 2000000 Livres. 


— 


| I There remains ſtill one 

Arts and Han- half of the People, who 
dycrafts. © follow Arts and Handy- 

| | crafts, and get their Live- 
lihood by the Labour of their Hands. 
We have ſuppoſed that the Square League 
contains above Five Hundred and Fifty Per- 
ſons; but we would not have their Number 
carried higher at preſent, becauſe of the Mor- 
tality and great Deſertions that have happened 
in the Kingdom, eſpecially ſince the begin- 
ing of the late Wars, which have mightily di- 
miniſhed the People. Upon this Suppoſition, 


I reckon that this half will amount to Eight 


Millions, "Two Hundred and Fifty Thouſand 
Souls. | 
Two Thirds of theſe muſt be. deduced for 


the Old Men, Women and Young Children, 


who work little or none at all. 

There will' remain then but Two Millions, 
Seven Hundred and Fifty Thouſand Perſons ; 
from whom we muſt further ſubſtract the Se- 
ven Hundred-and Fifty Thouſand for the Hus- 
band-men, Vine-drefſers, and ſuch like, who 
pay the Tythe out of their Husbandry. There 
remains to be reckon'd upon Two Millions of 
Men, whom I ſuppoſe to be Artiſans or Work- 
men, 
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men, in all the Cities, Towns and Villages of 


the Kingdom. 


What I am going to ſay about theſe 
Tradeſmen and Workmen, Generally, or in 
Particular, deſerves ſerious Attention. For 
altho this part of the People confifts in thoſe 
we improperly call the Dregs of the People, 
it is however very conſiderable, both for their 
Number and the great Service they do the 
State. It is They that do all the Courſe Work 
both in Town and Country, without which 
neither could live. It is They who furniſh all 
the Soldiers and Seamen, and all the Servants 
of both Sexes, and, in ſhort, without Them the 
State could not Subſiſt. And therefore care 
ought to be taken of Them in all Impoſitions, 
that They be not Rated above what they are 
able to afford. 85 

We ſhall begin with the | 
Tradeſmen in the Cities Artiſans. 

and Towns: And the firf 8 

thing we ought to do, is, to enquire into, 
and know what a Tradeſman may reaſo- 
nably be ſuppos'd to Gain, and for this Ef- 
fett to Examine what his Trade is, and 
whether it be conſtant, that is, whether he 
can occupy it all the Year round, or only 
for a part of it. TTY 

Secondly, What their daily Gains may be 
when they Work, and the Charges they are 
obliged to be at, it they are Maſters. | 
_ Thirdly, How many Journey-men and Pren- 
tices the Maſters have at Work. | 
 Fourthly, The time they ordinarily loſe 
with relation to their Trade, and the Work 
they are Employ'd about; and in fine, the 
e nent 
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neat Produce of their Labour at the Vear's 
end. | ets Lk 
Jo make this the more intelligible, I will, 


 for'infſtance, take a Weaver, He, we will ſup- 


poſe, may Work fix Parx Ells of Linnen Cloath 
a day, when the Weather will permit him to 
Work; and for his Work he hath two Sous an 
Ell, that is twelve Sous a day. Here we muſt 
take Notice, that he does not Work on Sundays, 
nor Holydays, nor in Froſty Weather, nor on 
thoſe days he carries home his Cloath to the 
Owners, nor on thoſe days he is obliged to goto 
Fairs and Markets to buy ſuch things as are 
_ neceſſary for his Trade, or for his-Subſiſtence : 
during all which days he gains nothing; and 
We may reaſonably add to all theſe, ſome 2 
of Hineſs, when his Diſtempers or Diſeaſes 
hinder him from Working. Here an Allowance 
muſt be made, and à Deduction of all thoſe 
days; in which ſtrict Juſtice muſt be obſerv'd. 
Wherefore, I allow for the Sundays in the Year 
two and Ffty days, for the Holydays eight and 
Thirty, for their Number is thereabouts, Fifty 
for the Froſty Weather, Twenty for the Mark- 
ets and Fairs, and other Occaſions, which may 
oblige him to go from Home, and Twenty for 
days he is Warping his Cloath, and the days 
he may happen to be unfit for Working by rea- 
JJC *** 
Thus the whole Year will be reduced to a 
Hundred and Eighty Working days; which be- 


dl. 
1 


* Though the moſt part of the Artiſans in the great 
Towns, as Paris, Lyon, Roan, c. pain more than 
Twelve Sous a day, ſuch as the Cloath-Workers, Shearers, 
N 5 53 Hatters, 


8 
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ing rated at 7z Deniers a day, becauſe we ſup- 
pole him to gain Twelve Sous, his Tythe will 
come to Five Livres, Twelve Sous, and Six De- 
niers u Year; which I think is too much 
for a Poor Tradeſman, who has nothing elſe 
to live by, by reaſon of the Augmentations that 
may happen, which perhaps may raiſe his 
Quota to double, in the great Neceſſities of the 
State. And therefore J am of the Mind, that 


they ought to regulate the Rorar Trras of 


Arts and Handycrafts, upon the Foot of a 


Thirtieth part. 


So this Weaver ſhall pay for the Thirtieth 
part of his Gain by his Trade, Three Livres, 
Fifteen Sous, and when it is doubled, which 
may happen ſometimes, Seven Livres Ten Sous: 


And adding Eight Livres for his Salt, when it 


is deareſt, and when the Minot is ſold for 


Thirty Livres; ſuppoſing him likewiſe to be 


Four in Family, all he is obliged to pay to the 
King in his moſt preſſing Occaſions will a- 
mount to Sixteen Livres, Six Sous; Which, in 
my Opinion, 1s a great Charge upon a Poor 
Tradeſman, who has nothing but the labour of 
his two Hands to live by, and has a Houſe- 


Rent to pay, and himſelf, his Wife and Chl- 


dren to Cloath and Feed; the two laſt ſel- 
dom being able to earn any thing. 


E 4 ure 


Hatters, Loch- Smiths, &c. who carn, perhaps, from Fif- 


teen, to Thirty Sous; yet conſidering there are a great 


many who do not get ſo much as Twelve, or not above, as 
the Weaver, for Example, and ther of the Meaner ſort 
of Tradeſmen, this ſeems to he 4 good middle Propore 


bon. 
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Care ought to be taken to diſtinguiſh be- 
tween ſuch Tradeſmen as have more Cuſtom 


than others, and are ſtronger to Work, and 


more Skilful, and who conſequently gain more, 
and thoſe who are not ſo good Workmen, and 

ain leſs, ' but whoſe Condition in other Re- 
pects, is the ſame. Theſe Conſiderations are 
very neceſſary in this matter, which ought to 
be managed with great Circumſpection, and 
with regard to Circumſtances, and never 
without a Spirit of Charity.  _ | 

Wherefore, in every City and Town in the 


* 


Kingdom, where there are Corporations and 


Freedom, there being Liſts made of all the Ar- 


tiſans * of the ſame Profeſſions, and if it could 


be computed as near as might be, what, one 


with another, they could pay towards the Sup- 


port and Neceſſities of the State, the Diſtri- 
bution might be left to the Wardens and Live- 
ry-Men of the ſeveral Trades, to be made by 
them, according to the juſt Proportion of every 
Man's Buſineſs and Gain. For what has been 


ſaid of the Weaver may be applied to Shoemakers, 


Merchants, Hatters, Goldſmiths, &c. and in gene- 
ral to all Artiſans, in Town or Country, of 
what Sort or Condition ſoever, exerciſing any 
Art or Handycraft, which to them is in place 
of Rents or Annuities. rel: EF 
In this Liſt ought to be comprehended like- 
wiſe all Journeymen and Prentices, who work 
under the Maſters, and their Work to be eſti- 
mated, to the end the Tythe may be ſettled, as 
has been ſaid. 1 Among 


a , 


* If a Tradeſman, beſides hi Proper Occupation, ſhould 
follow Husbandry, he muſt pay the Tythe for that as others 
do: or if be Exerciſe any other Trade or Employment, 1565 
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Among the pooreſt fort there are a great 
Number, eſpecially in the Country, who 
having no particular Calling, yet are abſo- 
lutely neceſſary. Theſe are they we call 
Labouring Men ; the moſt part of | 
whom, having little or nothing Labourers. 
but their two Hands to get their 
Living by, hire themſelves, either by the 
Day, or for a longer time, or to do ſuch 
2 piece of Service, for any that will em- 
ploy them. It is they that do all the courſe 
and hard Work ; ſuch as Mowing, Reaping, 
Threſhing, Felling, and cutting of Timber, 
Tilling the Ground, Drefling the Vines, Hedg- 
ing, Ditching, Grubbing, ſerving Maſons, and 
many other ſuch Drudgeries. Theſe People 
may find ſuch like Work to fo moſt part of 
the Year: And it is certain that in the Hay- 
time, the Harveſt, and the Vintage, they gain 
conſiderably ; but it is not ſo with them the 
reſt of the Year. This ought to be enquired 
into with great Care and Temper, and diſtin- 
ction ought to he made between the ſtrong 
and the weak ; preſerving always that Spirit 
of Juſtice and Tenderneſs, which is ſo neceſ- 
ſary in ſuch Caſes, that the utter Ruine of 
ſo many poor People, which is well nigh 
finifh'd already, may not be compleated, by 
loading them with Impoſitions, which they 
muſt · neceſſarily fink under. ET 
Theſe Peoples Taxes might as eaſily be re- 
gulated as that of the Weaver, provided a lit- 
tle pains were taken, and due care uſed, not 
to raiſe them above the Thirtieth ; both for 
the Reaſons already given in the Caſe of 
the Weaver, which are the ſame in this ; and 
124 ey 8 „ 8 | becauſe 


. 
1 ; 
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becauſe theſe poor Labourers are. liable to the 
frequent idleneſs of Holy-days, and to inſup- 
portable Toil and Hardſhip. Care ought to | 
be taken by all means of the meaner ſort of 
People, that their number may increaſe, and 


that the Labour of their Hands may be ſuffici- 20 
ent for the Neceſſities, at leaſt, of Life, and _ 


furniſh wherewithal to cloath themſelves with h 
ſome ſort of Decency. They being much di- Fo 
miniſhed of late, by the laſt War, by Sickneſs, Fa 
and by the Miſeries that attended the dear Jet 
Years ; when great numbers were carried off 
by meer Famine, and many reduced to Beg- ha 


gary; all poſſible means ought to be uſed Ry 


for their Recovery : And the rather, that WW _- 
many of them being much weakned by the few 
Badneſs of their Food, the leaſt Illneſs, or WE wh 
Accident that befalls them, expoſes them to wh 
Starying, if the Charity - of the Gentlemen 
and.Clergy of the Place does not relieve them. 
Now having given the Detail of what a 
Weaver may be ſuppoſed to gain, and what 
he may pay to the ROorAL Trruas, and for his 
Salt, it will not be amiſs to do as much for 
the Labouring Man in the Country. E 

I ſuppoſe, that of the Three Hundred and 
Sixty Five Days in the Year, he may work a 
Hundred and Eighty, and earn nine Sous a 
day. This is indeed as much as we can well 
{uppoſe it ; for unleſs it be in the Harveſt and 
Vintage time, moſt of them do not get above 
Eight Sous, one day with another. But let 
us make it nine Sous, and then it will be Eighty 
Five Livres Ten Sous. Let it be then Ninety 
Livres ; and from that let us take what he 
ought to pay the Government, according to 
the greateſt Augmentation, in its greateſt 
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Neceſſities, that is, the Thirtieth of his Gain, 
W which is Three Livres, or if doubled Six; 
” and for his Salt, ſuppoſing him Four in Fa- 
| mily, at the Rate of Thirty Livres the Mi- 


d not, Eight Livres Sixteen Sous; theſe two Sums 
N together will be Fourteen Livres Sixteen Sous; 
1 which being ſubſtracted from Ninety Livres, 
: there will remain Seventy Five Livres Four Sous. 
I Now having ſuppoſed that he is Four in 
* Family, as I did the Weaver, he can have no 
i leſs than Ten Septiers of Corn, Paris Meaſure, 


for their Suſtenance. This Corn, half Wheat, 
5 half Rye; the Wheat at Seven Livres, the 
5 Rye at Five, one Near with another, will 


* come to, at middle Price, Six Livres the Sep- 
tier, the Mixture being equal of both Grains; 
which milltiplied by Ten, gives Sixty Livres ; 
Ha which being ſubſtracted from Seventy Five, 
5 there remains Fifteen Livres Four Sous; out 
MW of which the poor Labourer muſt pay his 
4 WW Houſe-Rent, or the Reparations of his Houſe, 
at or buy ſome Houſe-hold Furniture, if it was 
Ys butan Earthen Porringer or two; Cloaths and 
or Linnen, and all the other Neceſſaries of a Fa- 
: A | mily for a whole Year. * 1 


But theſe Fifteen Livres will not go very far, 
unleſs either he or his Wife do ſomething to 
a help: He by his Induſtry, and ſome little 
al Dealing he may have; and ſhe by her Diſtaff, 


ad by Sewing, working of Lace, or knitting of 
Ve EOS 0 Stock- 
et — — - 2 
o There are above Thirty Holidays in the ear beſides Sun- 


ry days; the half of which might well be ſuppreſt in favour 
ne of the Artiſans and Peaſants, who by their Labour and 
to Gain ef thoſe Frfteen or Twenty Days might pay their 
{i Proportion of the Tythe and more, and might be of great 
li Advantage to them if they knew how to uſe it. T 
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Stockens, contribute ſomething towards the 
Expences of the Family: Or by the improving 
2 little mg 2 8 A e or 
by keeping perhaps a Cow, or a Hog, or a 
Gaer ; by the Milk and other Produce of 
which they may be able to buy a little Ba- 
con, or a little Butter or Oyl, to make them 
Portage. And if we do not add to all theſe 
the Cultivating of a little bit of Land, it will 


be hard for them to ſubſiſt, or at leaſt he and | 


his Family muſt fair very meanly. And if in- 
ftead of two Children he has four, it will be 
fill worſe, till they are old enough to work 
for their Livelyhood. So, take the Matter as 
you will, it is certain, he will find it hard to 
make both Ends meet. From whence it ma- 
nifeftly follows, that if he is over-charged 
never ſo little, he muſt ſink under it, and there- 
fore it is of great Importance to uſe him well. 

To return then to what the Tythe of Arts 
and Handycrafts will yield, without Oppreſ- 
fion or Violence. We have obſerved, that more 
than Two Millions of Men could not be recko- 
ned upon; whoſe Tythe, one with another, 
ought not to he carried higher than three Li- 


pres 2 head, including the Women's Spinning, | 


and any other thing worth Noticing. Thus the 
Sum Total of this Article will be Six Millions. 
| 4-5 6000090 Liv. 
The ſeveral Articles of this Second Fund put 
all together, will amount to the Sum of 
Fifteen Millions, Four Hundred and Twenty 
Two Thouſand, and Five Hundred Livres. 
| | e . 


The 


* os . 
* - 
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* 


The Third Fund. 
1 ry 


| 

T*: E Third Fund ſhall conſiſt in the Duty 
upon Salt ; which in my Judgment 
ought to be moderated, but at the ſame time 
made Univerſal, by degrees; ſo that all French- 
men ought to be on the ſame foot, as to this 
Matter, as well as in others ; and that there 
ſhould be no ſuch diſtinction as a Pax de Frauc 
Salt, or a Country exempted from the Salt 
Duty, and thoſe that were not. e 
The Countries in France that have this Name 
of Franc Sale, that is, who are not liable to 


the Groſſe Gabelle, or Great Duty ; are, moſt 


of the Sea-Coaſt of Normandy, Britany, Poitou, 
Auvergne, the Country of Aunix, Xantoigne, 
Angoumou, Perigord, the Higher and the Lower 
Limoſin, the Higher and Lower Marche, the 
Dominions of the Crown of Nawarre, Rouſillon, 
the Pau Conquis, Artois and Chmbreſis, the 
French Flanders, the French Hainault and Luxem- 
bourg ; the three Biſhopricks, the Counties of 
Clermont, Un, Stenay and Famets : The Sove- 
raignty of Sedan and Raucourt, of Arch and 
Chateaurenault, the Dutchies of Bouillon and Re- 
telos ; the County of Burgundy and Alſace : 
the Provoſtſhip of Longwy ; and the Govern- 
ment of Sarre- Louis. | 


It 
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It is not that the King receives nothing out 
of all the Salt that's conſumed in thoſe Coun- 
tries; but only that he receives no more than 
according to the foot they were upon when 
they fell into his hands; which is far below 
that of the Gabelle. However, the other Im- 
poſitions being higher in thoſe exempted Coun- 
tries than elſewhere, whatever the Inhabitants 
of them think they catch with one hand, they 
let go as much out of the other. 

The Salt is a Manna, which GOD has given 
as a Bleſſing to Mankind; and therefore it 
would ſeem that no Impoſition ought to be 
laid upon it. But there being a neceſſity for 
Levying Money upon the People, for ſupply- | 
ing the preſſing Occaſions of the State, there 
has been no better Expedient thought on for 
doing it, with a juſt Proportion, than by lay- 
ing an Impoſition on the Salt; becauſe every 
Family muſt make a Conſumption of it, leſs 
or more, according to their Number and Cir- 
cumſtances. And therefore there are few 
States where there 1s not an Impoſition on 
Salt, but much leſs than in France, where that 
Matter is very ill regulated. X 

The moſt remarkable Defeats and Errors I 
hade ob ſerved arme | 
Firat, That the Salr-Pits do not belong to 
the King. 1 85 0 IS 

Secondly, That they are all open, without a- 
ny Wall or Incloſure, and conſequently expos'd 
to Thieves, and falſe Sellers of Salt. 

Thirdly, that there are a great many private 
Perſons, who have Annuities and Mortgages 
upon the Salt, which mightily diminiſhes that 
Revenue. | ' 097 


Fourthly, 
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8 Fourthly, That there are a great many Com- 


munities and private Perſons who have their 


Franc-Sale, or Exemption from Sal- Tax, which 
ſill occaſions a further Diminution of this 
Branch of the Revenues ; beſides, that having a 
great deal more than they are able to conſume, 
they ſell the reſt. | _ 
_ Fifthly, That thoſe Countries which are ex- 
empted, coſt the King a great deal of Money 
for keeping Guards on their Frontiers, which 
might be employ'd to better purpoſe elſe- 
where. ; | 
* $7xthly, That the Cheapneſs of Salt in one 
Province, and exceſſive Dearneſs of it in others, 
occaſions two great Inconveniencies : The 
one is ; the ſending great numbers of People 


to the Gallies for felling Salt without Licence: 


the other, the forcing poor People to take a 


certain Quantity of Salt, very often, above 


what they can afford to buy, or have occaſion 


for; inſomuch that ſometimes what is left at 


the end of the Year would be ſufficient for 
the next ; which expoſes them to all the Vil- 
lanous Tricks and Oppreſſions of the Officers 
concerned in the Salt, who ſearch into every 
hole and corner of their Houſes ; and ſome- 
times when they can find no Salt, drop ſome 
themſelves, that they may have a pretext to 
Haraſs and Fine the poor People, eſpecially 
thoſe to whom they owe ſpite. 
Theſe 


” ” 
* ——_— _ "2 ——_— 


_— 


* The beſt way in my Opinion, to prevent this Faiſe 
Selling of Salt would be, to oblige every Twelve or Fourteen 
Perſons to take a Minot: And if they wanted more, it were 
but going and bu; ing it at the Granarics,nt the ſame Price. 


\ 
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Theſe are the Evils which attend the Diſ- 
poſition and Management of the Gabelle in ge- 
neral: Upon which a great many things more 
might be ſaid, were they neceſſary to my 
preſent Deſign. And therefore I will confine 
my ſelf to a few and plain Remarks upon the 
Tricks and Cheats which are practiſed in the 
Carriage, and Diſtribution of the Salt, whe- 
ther in Wholeſale or Retale. 

Firſt, Thoſe, who carry it unwarrantably, 
fell ſome Part of it as they go along, and fill 
up the Voids with Land or Dirt. 

Secondly, When it is ſold out in Wholeſale at 
the Magazines, there is always Tricks play'd 
in meaſuring it, by the Sliding of the Salt, and 
by a Sort of grated Hoppers they have, by which 
Means they cheat the Buyer of ſeveral Pounds 
in the Minot. 

Thirdly, When it is ſold in ſmall Quantities, 
the Salt is over-rated, and often has the Addi- 
dition of ſome Sand to it, and then meaſured 
a- new. 

Fourthly, What remains in the Magazines at 
the End of the Year, is divided among the 
Farmers and Officers; but ſo, as that the Firſt's 
Share is very ſmall, and ſometimes none at all. 

It is very plain, that as all theſe Defects and 
Miſmanagements make the Manner of ſelling 
the Salt burthenſome to the People, ſo con- 
ſider'd in it ſelf, it is a thing of great Trouble, 
and of vaſt Charge to the King. And there- 
fore our Kings, that they might make the beſt 
of it, and ſecure the Sale of the Salt, have been 
obliged to erect ſuch a vaſt Number of Maga- 
zines of Salt, to eſtabliſh that Multitude of 
Officers and Guards, we ſee ſpread over the 
Face of all thoſe Provinces of the 3 

10 
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which are liable to the Gabelle; which till 
raiſes the Price, and is the Reaſon why a great 
many poor People in thoſe Parts, where the 
are not forced to take Salt, conſume very little 
themſelves, and give none ar all to their Cat- 
tle. From whence it is, that both are weak 
and unwholefome : Nor is it ſo beneficial to 
the King as it would be, if the Price was low- 
er, for then more would be fold. And though 
this ſeems to be an Evil paſt all Remedy, be- 


_ cauſe that by long Continuance it is fix d and 


rooted, yet to me it does not ſeem impoſſible, 
if the King would pleaſe to interpoſe his Au- 
thority ; which nothing can withſtand when it 
is attended with Juſtice. 1 21 
That which to me ſeems abſolutely neceſſary 
is, firſt of all to remove all Diſtinction of Coun- 
tries and Provinces with Regard to the Salt. 
And I am perſwaded, were the ROYAL 
TyYrTH# eſtabliſhed, in the Manner I have 
propoſed in theſe Memoirs, within the cighteen 


Generallities that liable to the great Gabelle, 


and all other Impoſitions ſuppreſs d, the Way 


to it would be open and eaſie. For we may 


take it for an undeniable Truth, that the happy 
Condition thoſe Generallities would find them- 
ſelves in, in a lictle Time, would excite a De- 
ſire in the Neighbouring Parts to be put on the 
ſame Foot with them ; and ether Provinces 


would follow their Example, and at laſt the 


whole Kingdom. As for thoſe Countries where 
the Gabelle is not eſtabliſhed, they might be 
brought into the ſame Method with the reſt, 


allowing them the ſame Treatment, and recom- 


pencing ſome way or other the Loſs cf their 
Exemprion, either by freeing them from ſome 
old and burthenſome Duties they uſe to pay, or 
0 F by 


* 
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by clearing their Debts, or by bringing over 
the chief Men of the Country, or by uſing Au- 
thority, where Reaſon proved ineffectual. 
_ The King is abler to bring this about, than any 
of his Predeceſſors ever were: And it is not rea- 
ſonable that a whole Body ſhould ſuffer, and 
the whole Oeconomy be put in Diſorder, meer- 
ly that one of the Members may be at more 
there. bf ed 
The next Thing to be done is, That the 
King would purchaſe all the Salt-pits in the 
Kingdom. This being done, the Quantity of 
the Salt - pits might be reduced, as near àas might 
be, to juſt as many as were neceſſary to ſupply 
the Conſumption at home, or what was want- 
ed by foreign Countries, and the reſt might be 
ſuppreſs d. It would be neceſſary likewiſe to 
build Walls, or raiſe Ramparts of Earth, and 
draw large and deep Ditches, about the Salt- 
pits, and place a certain Number of Men for a 
Guard, as if they were Forts, and a ſmall Gar- 
Fi 00 oP HR 


„ Snake third Place, "To build: Granaries and 


Magazines by the Pits, where there ſhould be 
Offices eſtabliſhed, at which the Salt ſhould be 
fold at Eighteen Livres the Minot, to all ſuch 
as were willing to buy, in order to retail it all 
over the Kingdom, as other Goods and Com- 
modities are. Or perhaps it might be thought 
more adviſable, to remove all Ground of Mo- 
nopoly, to have it carried to all the Principal 
Towns of each Province, or to two, if the Ex- 
tent of the Country required it, and there to 

be ſold out of the Offices the King has there al- 
ready, at the ſame Price as at the Pits, the Sal: 
it ſelf paying the Carriage, which would not 
amount to above a Twentieth Part of the = 
| | ue. 
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5 1 This would not only make the Sale more 


gaſie and beneficial to the People, but alſo more 
advantageous to the King. 5. 

It may be ſuppoſed, that the Sale of the Sal. 
to Strangers would amply recompence all; the 
Charges of making it, all the Carriage and 
Porterage that muſt be about the Grannaries 
and Magazines, and all the Expence of the 
Sale at the Offices; and the Maintenance of the 
Garriſons which guard it. de 

Continuing ſtill, the Computation I made 
of the Square League, which I lay down as 
the Baſe of this Scheme ; I ſuppoſe, as I have 
already ſaid, that there is in every Square 
League, Five Hundred and Fifty Perſons of 
all Ages and both Sexes + And that Fourteen 
Perſons conſume Yearly a Minot of Salt, which 
is the quantity they areobliged to take. They 
muſt have then, for the Kitchin and the Table 
only, Fourty Minots of Salt a Year, which at 
Fighteen Livres the Minit, comes to Seven 
Hundred and Twenty Livres. '] here being 
then Thirty Thouſand Square Leagues in the 
Kingdom, the quantity of Salt for the whole, 
according to the Computation, muſt be Year- 


ly Twelve Hundred Thouſand Minots cf Salt. 


One may confidently add to this a Hundred 
Thouſand Minors more for Salting their Butter, 
and their Meat, and for giving their Cattle ; 
which comes to Thirteen Hundred Thouſfava 
Minots, 7 > B16 {2 1 


1 


* To put 14 upon the Foot of juſt Forty Minors, w ? 
muſt allow Five Hundred and Sixty Perſons to the League, 
inſtead of Five Hundred and Fifty, but we thought it bet- 
ter to make a round number, not doubting but in a little 


time the number of Perſons will be the juſteſ?. 
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I will ſuppoſe then that the King has out of 
every Minot theſe Eighteen Livres clear, all 
Charges paid, for the aboveſaid Reaſons. Theſe 
Thirteen Hundred Thouſand Minots then will 
yield tothe King Yearly, in Neat-Money, the 
Sum of Three and Twenty Millions, and Four 
Hundred Thouſand Livres, at leaſt. _ 

In the time of War, and when the Neceſſi- 

ties of the State are preſſing, the price of the 
Minot may be raiſed Twenty, or Forty Sous, 
or Four Livres at a time, but never ſo high as 
to exceed Thirty Livres ; * becauſe if it be 
rais d higher, the Peaſants will not give their 

Cattle any, and a great many will go without 
it themſelves. Beſides, particular regard muſt 
be had to the Roy AL Ty THE of the two 
Firſt Funds; which altering on their ſide as 
well as the Salt on is, if they are carried very 
high, will quickly make the Weight inſuppor- 
table. Fe 3 

There is one thing of grea Importance, which 

ought to be obſerved relating to this Article ; 
and that is, that there being a great quantity 
of Salt conſumed upon the Curing of Cod, 
Herrings, and other Fiſh at Dieppe, and other 
Sea-Port-Towns ; if thoſe who drive this Trade 
muſt buy their Salt at Eight Livres the Minot, 
the Salt-Fiſh-Trade of the Kingdom will be 
quite loſt, and all of it fall into the Hands of 
the Engliſh and Dutch, who generally uſe the 
Saint Hube's Salt, which they have for a ſmall 
Matter. 5 Where- 


— 


See the following Table, in which the Augmentation of 
the Price of Salt i made with Proportion to the Augmen- 
tation of the Ro YAL I YTHE. 3 


8 
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Wherefore it will be much for the benefit of 
the Kingdom to continue the old Price of the 
Salt to Dieppe, and other Maritime Towns who 
drive the Salting Trade : Still taking the uſual 
and neceſſary precautions to prevent Abuſcs 
from thoſe Towns and Places, or to find &ut 
new Expedients for that End, that may prove 
more effectual. 

Suppoſe then; that the Salt through the 
whole Kingdom could by degrees be broughr 
to the ſame Price; I would put the Third Fund 
upon the loweſt foot, at the Sum aboye men- 
tion'd of Three and twenty Millions Four 
hundred thouſand Livres ; which will encreaſe 
rather than diminiſh, by reaſon of the great 
Conſumption there will be. And one may 
| ſafely reckon that the People will be double 
Gainers, both by the lowering the Price of 
the Salt, and by being freed from all thoſe 
Tricks and Roguery which are practiſed ar 
the Sale of it. 

There is one Conſideration of great moment, 
and whichought never to be forgot, and that is 
that the Salt being a thing ſo neceſſary for the 
Suſtenance of Man and Beaſt, great Care ought 
to be taken to make it as eaſie as can be, and 
to do nothing to its prejudice, upcn any Ac- 
count whoſoever. | 8 

The Total of this Third Fund, is Twenty 
Three Millions Four Hundred Thouſand Liv, 


2. 3400000 Liv. 


W | — 
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The Fourth Fund. 
The FIX'D REVENUE. 


FI Will make the Fourth Fund to conſiſt in a cer- 
tain REVENUE, which I call FIX D; 
becauſe the ſeveral Parts, of which it is compos'd, 
= or ought to be, almoſt always on the ſame 

ot. | | 
The firſt Part comprehends the Demeneſs, 
theParties-Caſuelles, the Monies ariſing from 
the Sale of Places, or yearly Fees paid the 
King, where they are Hereditary : The Duties 
on Frankfiefs, Freeholds, Amortiſements, and 
I.icences of Mortmains, Fines, Strayes, Con- 
fſcarions* Baurdeaux and Ba- 
yorne, the Duties on Sa Fon, the yearly 
Sale of the Woods belonging to the King, 
tamp't Paper, the Duty on Regiſters of all 
Contracts; which would be of great Uſe, were 
they regiſter'd intire ; whereas only Miuntes 
are put down, which in time become uſeleſs. 
The Duty on this Regiſter ought to be mode- 
rated, being now too high, becauſe of the Ne- 
ceflity and Advantage of ſuch Records to Ci- 
vil Society. The Regiſter of Summons in Law- 
Suits ; * the Poft-Office, the Poſtage being 
55 brought 
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* It would be neceſſary to affix on the Doors of the Poſt- 
Houſes the Regulations of the Poſtage of Letters, within 
8585 e 


Rer. 
brought to a Third leſs than it is, and ſettled in 
ſuch a Manner, that it ſhould not be Arbitra- 
ry for the Commiſſioners to over- charge the 
Letters, as they uſually do; for which a little 
Expertence of the Gallies would be a very pro- 
per Puniſhment. E „ 

The Second comprehends the POR EE 
Cuſtoms and Tolls on the Frontiers, «ag 
by Sea and Land; for Payment of the Duties 
on Export and Import on all Sorts of Merchan- 
dize, put upon ſo equitable a Foot by the Coun- 
cil of Trade, that Strangers may not be ſcar d 
from coming to buy from us thoſe Goods with 
which we are over- ſtock d, and that all poſſi- 
ble Encouragement may be given to Commerce 
within the Kingdom. | 

The Third ſhall conſiſt of ſuch 
Impoſitions, as ſhall be paid 
by none but thoſe -who have a 
Mind ; and which are, properly ſpeaking, the 
Puniſhment. of their Luxury, Pride, and In- 
temperance. Such are the Duties on Tobacco, 
Strong-Watets, Tea, Coffee, and Chocolate; 
and one may reaſonably add the exceſſive Rich- 
neſs of Apparel, which often exceeds both the 
Quality and Subſtance of the Fool that wears 
them: A Duty likewiſe on thoſe who croud 
the Streets ſo with Coaches, that there is no 
Room left for Walking. Thoſe, neither de- 
ſerving, nor being ina Condition to, keepſuch 


5 


Voluntary | 
Impeſitions. 


n * * ” — 2 _ — if. thy 


and without the Kingdom, to prevent ver- charging. This ts 
what the Merchants of Roan and other Places deſir d in 
the Beginning F the laſt Farm, and which was promiſes 
them, but, tho" notbing is more juſt, they have not Jes 
evrained it. | 85 


* 
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Equipages ought to pay dear for a Permiſſion ; 
as Well as thoſe who preſume to wear Swords, 
tho they are neither Gentlemen nor Soldiers. 
Upon the Prodigious Magnificence of Houſe- 


hold Furniture: Upon Gilt Coaches: Upon 


the huge and ridiculous Periwigs; and all o- 
ther Duties of this Nature; which being diſ- 
creetly impoſed as a Puniſhment of the Excefs 


and Diſorders occaſion'd by the Folly and ill 


Conduct of very many, would be of mighty 
Advantage to the Kingdom in General, and 
do little or no harm to any body. 
There is another which I do not reckon up- 
on, but which might be put in Practice to ve- 
ry good purpoſe. There is in the Kingdom 


about Thirty Six Thouſand Pariſhes ; and in 


theſe there are no leſs than Forty Thouſand 
Publick Houſes : in each of which, one Year 


with another, there may be ſold. Fifreen Hogs- 


heads of Wine, Cyder and Beer, according to 
the Country, and the uumber of thoſe that go 
ro drink there, which 1s various, according as 
the times are. Suppoſing then the Aids were 


ſappreſt, it would be no harm done the People 


to lay Three Livres, Ten Sous on every Hogs- 
head of Wine drank in thoſe Houſes, and not 
otherwiſe: and on the Cyder and the Beer in 
Proportion. This would not be above a Liard 
on the Pint, and might yield a Revenue of 
Two Millions. It would be a ſort of a Re- 
ſtraint upon the Peaſants, who uſually croud 
thoſe Houſes on Sundays and Holidays, and o- 
blige the Wiſer ſort to ſtay at Home. But Di- 
ſtinction ought to be made between what is 
drank in thoſe Houſes, and what they Sell out 
of Doors in Pots and Pints, which ought to be 


exempted from this Impoſition. 


I rec- 


* 
a 


ROYAL TyrTue. 23 
I reckon that, theſe above-mentioned, three 
Parts of this Fund, if Care and Diligence were 


uſed in Manageing them right, would altoge- 


ther produce Yearly, at leaſt Eighteen Milli- 
ons of Livres; which I conſider as a fixt and 
certain Revenue, which ſhould always ſtand 
on the ſame Foot, for fear of occafioning Con- 
fuſion and Diſorder in Trade, or Prejudice to 
the Publick ; which of all things ought to be 
moſt regarded. I I800000 Liv. 


Thus theſe Four General Funds put rogether | 


will yield, one Year with another, the Sum of 
a Hundred and Sixteen Millions, Eight Hun- 
| dred and Twenty Two Thouſand, and Five 

Hundred Livres; which might be Augmented 
according to the Exigencies of the State, by 
degrees, in a juſt Proportion, ſtill Uniform, and 
without Confuſion, as ſhall be ſhewn in the 


ſecond Part of theſe Memoirs. But here it 


muſt be obſerved, that the three firſt Funds be- 
ing. capable of Augmentation, may be Aug- 
mented Proportionably, but not the Fourth; 
becauſe the Parts, of which it conſiſts, having 
relation to Trade, might breed Confuſion, and 
be a hindrance to Conſumption ; which muſt 
be avoided. Wherefore, in the following Tables 
we ſhall propoſe the ſeveral Augmentations of 
the Tythe of the firſt three Funds, the Fourth 
remaining ſtill the ſame, for the above ſaid 
Reaſons. Pa 


The 
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The Second Part of theſe 
EEE 


Containing ſeveral Proofs of the Goodneſs of this 
\ "Scheme of a Royal Trrhz, and the Method of 
putting it in Practice. i „ 
Aving Eſtabliſh'd the ſeveral Funds which 
make up that of the Rorar Tryras, I 
have thought it requiſite to place at the 
beginning of this' Second Part, a Table as I pro- 
miſed, which ſerves to fix the Quota of this 
Tythe, from the Twentieth part, up to the 
Tenth, according as the Neceſſities of the State 
ſhall require. It being of great Advantage in 
the Levying the Publick Money, to know pre- 
ciſely what each Fund will produce. _ 
:- Three things are to be obſerved with relati- 
on to this Table. „ 
First, That we call the Firſt Fund, the Great 
Tithe; the Second, The Induſtry ; the Third Fund, 
I he Salt; and the Fourth, The Fixt Revenue. 
Secondiy, That the Simple Revenue bein 
once ſet forth, all the Funds ſhall be reduce 
into one, to which ſhall be added the firit 
Tenth of the firſt three Funds, in the Ten fol- 
lowing Articles. I 
- Thirdly, That if inſtead of a Tenth part, they 
were only Augmented by a Twentieth, or a 
Thirtieth, it might be done with the ſame Faci- 
lity, the ſame Method being oblerved. The 
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The Firſt 


Comprehending the Revenues of the Four General 
Funds ſeparately, then all together, and Augmented 
up to the Tenth Part of each of three the firſt Funds, 
in the Ten following Articles : The Total being ad- 
ded to the Fixt Revenue; which never riſes nor 
falls. To ſhew how high the Augmentations may 

be raiſed without oppreſſing the People. 


The Simple Addition of the 


Four Funds. 
if 


The Great 4 TER The Sa 
Tythe at t 1 60000000 1, | The firſt three —— bl Fei 
Twentieth. i Funds amount Mien a Hun- 

The Indu- to 98822500 L. 1... ad Eleven 


ſtry at the © 154225001, the 1oth part Thouſand, 2 


Twentieth, of which is 

= Salt * 2 Nr jobs, 3 

18 Lives the 7 234000001, V whic a 3 

Minot. 5 | hereafter be The Ten Aug- 
The fixt joyn'd to all mentation. © 

Revenue. I 8000000 l. | the following which, riſing 
Total of — | Augmentati- | from 18 to 307. 

Revenue. 3 e Leaeh. 


The 
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The Firſt 
AUGMENTATION. 


of the Tenth Part of the Three firſt Funds, the Mx: 
Revenue remaining fill the ſame. _ 


xD he Prece 7) The Great 
ding Total. 136822500 1. Tythe and the 
——ů— I Induſtry at 
One Tenth ß the 19th. The 
of the three c 98822501. Salt at 19 Liv. 
Firſt Funds. — — | 4 S$.theMinot. 
Total of the? And the fixt 
1 J. Revenue ſtil! 


tation. the ſame. 


1 


The Second | 
AUGMENTATION. 


of the Tenth Part, as in the Preceding. 


—_—— .1. A 


The Preced- [ T he Great 
ing Total. Feen. 4. Tythe ne Bs £4 
- Induſtry du 
The Tenth the 1800. T hs — 
of the three 8 . | Salt at 20 Liv. II 
Firſt Funds. 9 8 Sous the Mi- th. 
Total of the not. The fixt Fi 
15 good. Second deer Revenue ſtill T. 
mentation. the ſame. Fc 
me 


The 


The Tenth of von 1 
the three F ine 

Funds, 
The Total of, 


mentation. 
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The Third 


—— 


A 1GMENTATION. 


Of the Tenth Part as e the Fix'd Frome 


till the ſame. 


The Prece- 


ding Total. I 365 87000 7 


9882250 J. 


W 


the thirdAug- $46 146469250 E £ 


The Great 
Tythe andIn- 
duſtry at the 


17th, the Salt 
At 21 Kn 


Sous, the Mi- 


not. And the 
Fixt Revenue . 


ſtill the ſame. H. 4b : 


2 2 ao ade 40 — 


The Prece- ?) 
ding Toral. 81464892 ol. 
The Tenth of 
the firſt Three "pax 50 J. 
Funds. JJ — — 


Total of ch 6 DOA | 
Fourth. 1 15631500 J. 
15 | always ſame. Ty, much. 


the Rem 


av GMENTATION 


| The Tenth, the Fin 4 . the Jame.. 


I 


mentation 


The Great 


Tythe , and 
the Induſtry 
at the 16th. 


the Salt at 22 
Liv. 16 Some 
the Minot, the 
Fixt Revenue 


NV 
wi 
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The Fifth 
AUGMENTATION. 


The Tenth, as Fa 


ang Prece- ; | 1 he Great $ | 
ng Total. ; . Iythe, and d. 
c | 15 18 os. Induſtry — 

The Tenth of 1 1 -at---the--x5th. J 

dhe three Firſt | 9 the Salt at 24 t 

— 5 Liv. the Mi- E 

Total of the, I not. The fixt ＋ 

Fifth Aug- x6623 7501 Revenue ſtill Se 

Too bigh, . 5 mentation. b | 2 the ſame. m 


| The Sixth. 
AUGM MENTATION 


The Tenth Part, as gore. 


* 


8 4. The Great 
ding Toral. _— | Tythe , and 


di 
— — the Induſtry — 
The Tenth o at the 14th P. IT 
the firſt threes 98822507. The Saltat 25 uh 
Funds. — — [Liv. 8 S. The F 
Total of the I Fixt Revenue . 
Sixth Eu. 176116000), | remaj E 
mentation. 5 b ſtill the ſame m 


'The 
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The Seventh 


The Tenth Part, as before. 5 

The f Ihe Great 
ding Total. 7 . 18000 L | Tytheand the 
— Induſtry at 
The Tenth of | the rzith nb 
the: three fille 9882250 J. The Salt 
Funds. — aero oat *4- 26 1. 8 F. Tix 
Total of | they ; "Minot. The 
Seventh — J. | fixt Rev. ſtill 
mentation. the ſame. 


The Eighth Ws 
AUGMENTATION 


> $24 4 
- 


The Tenth the ſame. | 

; The! 3 erst 4 The Great 
ding Total. 1 1 Fyrheand the 
7 Induſtry at 
The Tenth of 3 tlie r2thPart, 
the three firſt 73822 50 1. the Salt ar 27 
Funds. I ——-—— [Liv. 12 S. the 
Total _ the 0 1 Minot. The 
Eighth, Aug- Be I. | fixt Rev. ſtill 

mentation. 7 the ſame. 
The 


Idem. 


Idem. 


1 Ninth 
bi AUGMENTA 


; The Tenth the ſame. 

The Prece- The Great 
ding Total. (195880500 J. Tythe andln- 
— — F . duſtry at the 
The Tenth of | 11th Part, the 
the chree br 9882250 l. | Salt at 28 L. 
Funds. — 16 S. the Mi- 
Total of the not z hs irt 
Ninth Aug- ente J. | Revenue ſtill 


Idem. mentation. 


- 
by wo 
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1 the ſame: 
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The Tenth 


The Temth the ſame. 


. The Prece- | 
ding Total. (205762705 l. 


bs: | 
The Tenth of: | 
the Firſt nee 98822500. 

Funds. — 


Total of the 


mentation. 


) 


AUGMENTATION 
* 8 1 1 2 8 2 4 : L . . K 1 | 


The Great 
Tythe and In- 
duſtry at the 


roth part, the 


Salt at 30 L. 


the Minot. 


. Idem. Tenth Aug- 0215645000 J. pod una fill 


The 


— 
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did riſe above a Hundred and Sixty 
Millions of Livres ; which was a Fund ſufficient 
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Conduct that may be drawn from this 
Table: And Reaſons for not carrying theſe 
Augmentations higher. wy | 


ft * 


YTHough the Eſtimate of the Revenues 
of the Kingdom, ſuch as we have been 
-.._ computing them, according to this 
Scheme, be either too high or too low, by ſe- 
veral Millions, yet it is of no Manner of Con- 
ſequence; becauſe, that all the Calculations, 
I have made, are no more, properly ſpeaking, 
than Models and Eſſays which ſerve to the full 
Underſtanding of this Syſtem in its ſelf; and 


that the Quota of this Ro YAL TYTAHE may 


be raiſed or lower d according to the Exigen- 


cCies of the State. 


Further, It would be needleſs to carry theſe 
Augmentations anyhigher, for three 


k 44 4 ; Bag ; _ | | "© 
Reaſons. Firſt, Becauſe, all the King's The er 


l which ended 
Revenues, together with all the 22 — 
extraordinary Impolitions that were 10 of RyC 
laid on during the late War, never Wick 7 


for the prodigious Expence the King was for- 


ced to be at for, the Defence of his Dominions, 


againſt the united Force of all Europe, if it could 
have been continued. | 
ET TO Secondly, 
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Secondly, That this Sum is almoſt one Third 
all the Money in the Kingdom; and conſe- 
quently that it is impoſſible it ſhould go ſeveral 
Vears ſucceſſively into the King's Coffers, 
without ruining Trade; which cannot ſub- 
fiſt if Money does not circulate inceſſantly. 
Thirdly, That it is evident, by all I have been 
faying, that this Quota of Subſidies, tho' laid 
on with the moſt exact Proportion, cannot be 
raiſed higher, without entirely ruining the 
People: eſpecially thoſe who have no other In- 
come but what ariſes out of their Induſtry, and 
the Labour of their Hands; who muſt be ine- 
vitably ruin'd, and reduc'd. to Beggary; the 
greateſt Miſchief that can befall any State. For 
Beggary is a Mortal Diſeaſe, from which there 
is no Recovery. bs 
_ Wherefore, I think my ſelf obliged once 
more to ſay, That in caſe this Scheme ſhould 
take place, great Care muſt be taken never to 
raiſe the Tyru above a Tenth part, and even 
to keep at as great a diſtance from that as poſ- 
fibly can be. Becauſe the Rorar Tyras, le- 
vy d at the Tenth part, takes away two Sous in 
the Livre, at the ſame time that the Church, 
and the Lord of the Mannor take as much, and 
the Salt two Sous more. All which put to- 
gether, make ſix Sous in the Livre; four of 
which going to the King for the Royar TyTas 
and the Salt, and the other two to the Clergy, 
and the Lord of the Mannor, there will remain 
but Foutteen Sous to the Proprietor and his Far- 
mer, out of which all the Charges of the Hus- 
bandry muſt be deducted. So that the Tythe 
being ſcrewed up to the Tenth part of all the 
Fruits of the Ground, we cannot allow the 
Proprietor above a Third part of the Rent, his 
. N Farmer 
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Farmer another Third, and the King, the 
Church, and the Lord of the Mannor the reſt; 
which would be a Yoak too heavy to bear, and 
therefore the Impoſition of it ought to be a- 
voided as much as poſſible: and care ought to 
be taken, that the Rorar Tyraus be kept as 
near the Twentieth as poſſibly can be: being 
perſuaded, that if once the State was rid of all 
its needleſs Charges, which are a mighty Bur- 
then to it, and free from its Debt, that the 
Tythe of the Fruits of the Ground, at the 
Twentieth part, together with the the three 
other Funds, would be more than ſufficient for 
all the neceſſary Charges of the Government, 
ſo long as there were Peace. 
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The Uſefulneſs of the ROYAL Tyrnz, That 
it will furniſh enough to ſupply the great- 


eft Neceſſities of the Government, without 


having Recourſe to any Tax, or any Ex- 
 traordinary Means. That it will afford 
wherewithal to pay the Publick Debts. That 
by its Means the Land will be reſtored to 
its true Value, and will afford the Means of 


amproving it. 


and Care examin this Scheme, we ſhall ſoon 
be ſatisfied, that it is the beſt, the moſt ex- 
actly proportion'd, and the leaſt liable to Cor- 
_ and Abuſe that has ever been Practi- 
ed. 2 
It is a ſure and certain way to ſupply all the 
Exigencies of the Government, be they never 
ſo great; without the King's heing obliged to 
charge himſelf with Annuities: or to impoſe 
Taxes, Aids, or Provincial Cuſtoms, or uſing 
any Extraordinary Means, of any kind whatever: 
or without interfering with the Privileges and 
onceſſions of the Towns of the Kingdom; 
hoſe Walls, as well as their Gates and Pub- 
lick Buildings, have fallen down and gone to 
ruine, ſince they have been diſpoyled of the 
means of keeping them up. | 


| i we will with but moderate Application 
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This is moreover a certain way for clearing 
the King's Debts; for redeeming all Mortgages 
on the Crown, and for reimburſing the Charg- 
es of the Government, even the Annuities of 
the Town-Houſe of Paris, which ought to be di- 


miniſhed as much as poſſible. 


Beſides, it will reſtore the Land to its juſt 
Value, which is now at a very low Rate: and 
if it is rightly put in Execution, there is no 
reaſon to doubt, but it will bring back Plenty 


into this Kingdom; becauſe all fear of burthen- 


ſome Taxes' and Capitations being removed, 
the People will emulouſly ftrive who ſhall im- 
prove his Land or Stock to the beſt Advantage. 
From whence it will follow neceffarily, that. 
both the King's Revenues, and the Eſtates and 
Incomes of his Subjects will mightily increaſe; 
as well as the Number of the People; which is 


now greatly 'diminiſh'd. Marriages, will be 


more frequent; the Children will bs better fed 
and brought up, and the Peaſant will at laſt be 
decently habited: And even Strangers will 
come and ſettle among us, when they ſee the 
happy Condition we are in, and that things 
are put upon a reaſonable and unalterable Foot. 
Poverty ſhall be banifh'd the Kingdom ; and 
Plenty recall'd: the Streets and Highways ſhall 
no more be crowded with Beggars ; but every 
Pariſh ſhall be in a condition either to maintain 
or employ their Poor. There will be a Mutual 
and Flouriſhing Intercourſe of Trade and Com- 
merce between one Province and another, and 
between one Town and another ; when all 
Aids and Cuſtoms within the Kingdom ſhall 
for ever be aboliſh'd : and the Confumption 


will be greater, becauſe it is freed from Vexa- 


tious Tells and Duties. All manner of Com- 
ih 83 modities 


86 A Projtcrt fra” 


modities will abound throughout the King- 
dom, and ſpreading themſelves as far as the 
Sea-Coaſt, will bediſperſed into Foreign Parts, 
to the great Encouragement of Trade and 
Commerce. The People being extricated out 


of the miſerable and ſtarving Condition, in 


which they have long been, and finding them- 


ſelves eaſie and in Heart, they will the more 


readily-and cheerfully help to carry any Work 
or Enterprize, that may be for the Strength, 
Conveniency or Improvement of the King- 
dom. They will lend a Hand to the Fortifica- 
tions on the Frontiers, and to the Sea-Ports 
and Harbours, to the. making Rivers Naviga- 
ble, to the great Benefit of thoſe Countries they 
pals thro” ; to the draining Mariſhes and Fenns ; 
to planting of Trees, where they are wanting ; 
and to grubbing and clearing the Ground 
where there is occaſion ; and to the mending 
the High-ways. All which are very neceſſary, 
in as much as they mightily contribute to the 
Fertility of the Ground, and the Safety and 
Conveniency of the Nation, and to the Ad- 
vancement of "Trade and Commerce. 
There is nothing proves the Excellency of 
this Scheme more than the Eccleſiaſtical Tythe 
does, which tho' it is ordinarily higher, or at 
leait as high as the Tax, yet it is every 
where raiſed without Complaint, without Ex- 
pence or Noiſe, and without ruining any one : 
whereas the Collecting of the Taxes, Aids, 
the Cuſtoms, and the other Impoſitions, which 
are all to be ſuppreſs'd by this Scheme, have the 
quite contrary Effect. Let us then implore the 
Divine Bleſſing on this Work, and that God 
would be pleaſed to incline the King to put it 
to Proof, that he might thereby be * 
* 


2 


err 
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what a mighty Bleſſing it would be both to 
him and his People. : 
Further, this Project may ſerve for the beſt 
and moſt proportionable Rule of a general Ca- 
pitation, that can be imagin'd ; by which the 
Payments might be made with the greateſt 
Eaſe and Conveniency, and with the leaſt 
Violence or Conſtraint. This, in my Judg- 
ment, is the ſole and only way for levying 
the Publick Revenues, and preventing the 
Ruine of the People; which is the chief 
End I have propos'd in theſe Memoirs, 


Cnae, III. 
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"How to put ths SCHEME in Praflice by 
degrees, and what ought to be obſerv'd ps 
For that Effet. ie 7 
Mough the Uſefulneſs of this Scheme may 
be as evidently proved as any Propo- 
ſition in Geometry, and tho' there is no 
Reaſon to doubt the Probibility of putting it 
in Practice; yet J am perſwaded, that if we 
ſhould attempt to eſtabliſh it at once, and in 
all thoſe Parts where the Poll-Tax prevails, it 
would certainly meet with great Difficulty and 
Oppoſition. Wherefore, it is my Opinion, 
that it_ ought to be introduc'd and carry'd on 
leiſurely and by degrees, till fuch time as its 
Uſefulneſs is evident to every one, 'and is ac- 
knowledged by the Publick in ſuch a manner 
as may plainly ſhew their Senſe of its Excel- 
lency. Then it will be ſo far from being op- 
poſed, that all will earneſtly deſire it. But 
firſt it is neceſſary to ſhew wherein its Uſe and 
Excellency lies. 

To that end, it's my Opinion, that an Ex- . 
277 ſhould be made on any two or three 2 
Elections in the Kingdom, to try whether or wy 
not the People, two or three Years after their 


Taxes and other Subſidies, had been reduc'd to Con 
the ROYAL TYTHE, would not be eaſie and con- pla: 
rented; or if this new Scheme, upon Tryal don 
ſhould prove leſs beneficial to the King, than tag 


the 
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the former Methods, to lay it aſide, and put 
all the Taxes, and the other Subſidies upon 
„„ Foo, 7 TETETD 

This being once agreed,and the King having 
named the Intendants, as being the moſt proper 
Perſons for putting it in Execution, and they 
being throughly inſtructed of His Majeſty's 
Intentions ; the firſt thing theſe Gentlemen 
are to do, is to meet and concert among them- 
ſelves the moſt proper Method for Eſtabliſhing 
this Tythe, with all the Regularity and Uni- 
formity that the Nature of the thing requires: 
And after they have all agreed and Keidel what 
courſe to take, that all of them repair to their 
reſpective Intendancies, and there put their 
Reſolution in Executions. 

But ſince this Eſſay cannot put the whole 
Scheme in Practice in its full Extent; becauſe 
we ſuppoſe it reſtricted to certaiu Electins, 
ſeparated from and ſurrounded by Countries 
where this Tythes is not as yet Eſtabliſn'd; 
and becauſe care muſt neceſſarily be taken that 
the King loſe nothing of what he uſed to re- 
ceive out of them; the firſt thing to be enqui- 
red into is, how much the King uſed to receive 
in order to convert it into the Rorar TYT E; 
and to ſettle the Diſtribution of the Salt by Im- 
And tlie reſt in the mauner hereafter 
ſpecifi d in the Chapter concerning the Electi- 

0 on 
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FThborgh this Scheme, by Reaſon of the Union and 
Connexion there is between its parts, cannot ſhew it ſelf 
plainly, but in its general Execution over all the Ring- 
dom, yet this Eſſay will ſufficiently ſhew the great Advan- 


tage that may be had by it. 


Tits 
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on of Vexelay. By which means it will come to . 
aſs, that the Quota of the Tythe in thoſe E- P g 
leckion⸗ will be higher by a third than it would 8 


have been if this Scheme had been put in Pra- * 
ctice over all the Kingdom at once. Shes M 
Inthe ſecond Place, thofe Gentlemen ought pe 


to apply themſelves diligently to theſe things 
following. Firſt, to examine carefully what 
Perſons there are in thoſe Elections who re- 
ceive Penſions, Sallaries, or Allowances from 
the King; or who have Annuities upon the 
Town-Houſe of Paris, the Tontines, the Salt, 
the Poſt-Office, or any other Publick Fund: 
What are the Emoluments of the Officers of 
Juſtice, the Counſellors, Attorneys, &c. what 
are the Gains of the Merchants, Artiſans and 
Craftsmen, &c. and what number there is. of 
of Seryants ; to the end all may contribute 
proportionally ; becauſe this Contribution 
muſt regulate the Quota of all the Fruits of the 
Ground in theſe Elections, as well as that of 
%% ͤ · wm. oa... 
Secondiy, To enquire narrowly, what arable 
Ground there is, What e Meadows, 
Paſtures, Woods, Ponds, Fiſheries, Houſes, 


4 Mills, and all other Poſſeſſions liable to 


Rorar Trrur, Within theſe Elections, as 

Ws above ſpecified : And what all thefe Lands, 
Vineyards, Meadows, Paſtures, Cc. may yield, 
one Year with another, to the end they may 
fix, the more Proportionally, the Quota of 
the Rorar Tyrar, of the Fruits of the Ground, 
according to what oy think they may be 
farmed at; the Sum of the preceding Article 
being deducted, with Relation to what theſe 
Elections uſe to pay the King, by Taxes, 
Aids, or any other way whatlogyer ; to which 


purpoſe 
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purpoſe the Eccleſiaſtical Tythe will be of 

great uſe. | 
But there is one thing very neceſſary to be 

obſerved, and it is that the Vineyards and 


Meadows may be Tythed in kind, or com- 


pounded for. But there muſt be difficulty in 
Tything the Woods ; which are not cut but 
once in Nine, Ten, Fifteen, or Twenty Years, 
as in my Country: And more trouble ſtill in 
Foreſts, where there is no regular Felling or 
Cutting, and ſome Trees at a good diſtance 
from others; it will be impoſſible to take the 
Tythe in kind without the greateſt Trouble 
and Confuſion : And therefore Compoſition 
muſt neceſſarily be made;which may be by the 
way of Tax, at ſomuch an Acre of Wood, ac- 
cording to the Price of Wood in each Country; 
which is very different. The Age of the 
Wood and the Price being known, it will be no 


hard matter to regulate the Tythe. For ſup- 


poſe the common Price of Wood of twenty 
Year old to be Forty Livres, this will come to 
Forty Sous a Lear: And allowing the fourt Part 
for the Intereſt of the Money advanced, the 
7 of 1 it, the hazards of Fire and 
Theft, during thoſe twenty Years, there will 
remain but thirty Sous; the Tythe of which, 
at the Twentieth Part, will be Eighteen Deni- 
ers ; Which for ten Acres will come to Fifteen 
Sous: for Fifty Acres, Three Livres, Fifteen 
Sous: for a Hundred, Seven Livres, Ten Sous: 
and for a thouſand Acres, the Tythe will come 
to Seventy five Livres: And ſo of others of the 
ſame Price and Quality. Which Obſervation 


may be apply'd to all other things, that have 


* 


relation to this. 


Fr 
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For the better and more diſtinctly under- 
ſanding this Mttter, I will give you a Model 
of Converting the Tax, the Aids, &c. into 
the ROYAL Ty THe, according to the Man- 
ner I think it may be done; not doubting but 
that thoſe whom the King will employ to 
make the Experiment of this Scheme, know- 
ing the Importance of the Matter, will do it 
with all the neceſſary Juſtneſs and Exactneſs, 
according to the Situation of the Places, by 
the great Application they will give, and 
by the conſtant Correſpondence they will Have 
with. one another, to preſerve an intire Uni- 
formity ; which is abſolutely neceſſary in an 
Eſtabliſnment of this Nature and Importance. 

Further, Since the Quota of the ROYAL. 
TYTHE, both with reſpect to the Produce of 
the Ground, and the Rents of Houſes, and all 
other things to which it extends, ought to be 
certainly known to all thoſe who contribiite 
to it; it is neceſſary that it be declared, by 2 
Publick Tarif or Regulation; which ought to 
be renewed every Year, by Reaſon of the 
Augmentations or Diminutions which may 
happen in it, according as the King's Occaſi- 
ons ſhall require; and that it ſhould be afhx'd 
to the Door of every Pariſh Church, to the 


end every one may clearly and diſtin&tly know 


what he is obliged to pay. 1 | 
There are yet three things to be obſerved 
with reſpect to the Tythe of Fruits of the 
Ground, of which the Intendants, who are ap- 
pointed to make the Eſſay, ought to be Adver- 
tiſed. The Firſt is, That they expreſly for- 
bid, under pain of Confiſcation; the removing 
any of the Tythable Produce of the Ground, 
or put it into Heaps or Stacks, before the 


King's 
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King's Tyther has come and taken the Tythe. 
This is practiſed in the Eccleſiaſtical Tythe in 
many Countries. It would be neceſſary alſo 
to oblige the Owner to give Notice to the 


King's Tyther before he binds his Corn, to 


the end it might be raiſed in concert, and that 
the Fruits of the Ground might receive no 
Damage by the delay of the Tyther : And that 


there might be no juſt cauſe of Complaint gi- 


ven the People, by their being at the Mercy 
of the Tyther. The Second thing is, to re- 


gulate what the Tyther ought to do, when after 


he has counted the Sheaves of one Field, there 


remains Four, Five, Six, Seaven, or Eight a- 


bove the round Number. The Third, to for- 
bid under a ſevere Penalty the Defrauding 
the King of his Tythe, whether by Theft, or 
by Havock made by the Cattle, by Gleaning, 
or by any Trick or unwarrantable way what- 
ſoever. In this Matter there muſt be great 
Severity uſed. FO ns IL 0g 

As to the Salt, the Diſtribution of it muſt 
be in Proportion to the Number of Inhabicants 


within the Bounds of the feveral Elections, al- 


loting a Minot to every twelve or thirteen 
Perſons, young and old, according to the De- 
eree; at 18, 22, 26, or 30 Livres the Minot, 
as the King's Affairs ſhall require, This being 
the leaſt quantity fourteen Perſons can uſe ina 
Year, ther's no Reaſon to think they'll abuſe 
it. It will be ueceſſary for preventing of 
Frauds, to diſtribute the Salt according to the 
number of Mouths in each Family, by a par- 
ticular Tarif, which ſhould name the preciſe 
quantity of Pounds, Ounces, c. which each 
Family ought to have. The Farmer of the 
Rorar Tyr HE may have the Charge of thi; 
e 9 
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Diſtribution, and receive the Money, unleſs 
the Licenſed Salters chooſe rather to do it them- 
ſelves. 

Here I cannot forbear remarking one thing 
more, and that is, That the King is obliged in 
Juſtice and Conſcience not to ſuffer the Abuſe 
that is committed in Meaſuring the Salt ; 


which is by letting it run through a ſort of a 


grated Hopper of three or fout Stories into the 
Meaſure. This way of meaſuring is a trick, 
no older than this Reign, invented for the Be- 
nefit of the Officers of the Salt, who ſhare the 
Remainder with the Farmers of the Gabelle ; 
an Action worthy of ſevere Puniſhment ; for 
by paſling it through this grated Hopper, the 
Buyer loſes about ten Pound weight in the Mi- 
not. I know they are Authoriſed to do this 
by an Act of Council; but I have Reaſon to 
think that the Council has been impoſed upon 
by falſe Pretences and Miſinformation. If the 
Inhabitants oftheſe Elections want Salt forSalt- 
ing their raw Meat or Fiſh,or any other uſe they 
may have it at the Granaries : And having 
regulated the Proportion of Salt for each Fa- 
mily in the manner above ſpecified, there is 
no Ground to think they will miſapply it. 
There is no doubt but this Eſtaliſhment will 
cauſe ſome Trouble,and coft ſome Pains for the 
firſt Year ; but the ſecond will remove that,and 
will rectifie and bring all to that juſt and reaſo- 
nable Proportion, ſo much long'd for, and fo 
neceſſary for the Wellfare of the Kingdom. 
This Royal Tr Tuk being ordered and diſ- 
poſed in this manner, the good Effects of it 
will ſoon appear, not only in theſe three E- 
lections, but alſo their Neighbours, being rd 
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Rorat Ferns 
ſible of its Excellency, will ardently defire to 
be put on the ſame foot: And they ought to 
be complied with; for the firſt Difficulty be- 
ing removed by the Experiment on thoſe three 
Elections, the reſt will be eaſſe. There can- 
not be too much Application uſed in perfecting 


theſe Beginnings of this Eſtabliſhment, nor 


ought any one to grow weary in correcting, 
what may be amiſs in it, till it is reduced 
to its greateſt Plainneſs and Simplicity ; in 
58 its greateſt Perfection ought to con- 
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Two Compariſous made 'between the Eccle- 
fraftical Tythe and the Tax; the one in 
Normandy, in the Election of Roan ; the 
other, in the Elefttion of Vezelay in Bur- 
gundy ; To ſerve for a Proof of the Excel- 
lency of this Scheme. 


_ 


3 n—_—.. 


The Firſt CO MPHARIS ON, 
Berween the Eccleſiaſtical Ththe and the Tax, (where: 


of mention was made in the Firſt Part of theſe 
Memoirs) in the 53 Pariſhes following ; which 
were taken one after anioher, in the ſame Diſtrid, 
ſituated above Roan, the Soil being indifferent : 
To ſhow, that the Royal Tythe, at the Twentieth 
Part, is more than equal to the whole of the Tax. 


uota of BY | 
the Tythe. Pariſhes. Taxes. | Tythes. 
Tythe at | 1 
11 Sheaf-\ Boos. 1800 J. 2500 l. 
Idem. Franquevillette. 800 J. 1000 l. 
Idem. | Freſne. 1400 J. 2000 l. 
Idem. | Meſnilraoult. 1500 J. 1800 J. 
Idem. {\Periel. 800 J. 1000 J. 
Idlem. Radepont. 810 J. 1200 J. 
Idem: |Vandrimare. 200 J.] 800 J. 


N 
4 
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: Quota of 


the Tythe. 


T'ythe at a 
117) Sbeaf. 
Idem. 
Idem. 
Idem. 
Idem. 
Idem, 
Idem. 
Idem. 
Idem. 
Idem. 
dem. 
Idem. 
Idem. 
Idem. 
Idem. 


Idem. 
Idem. 
Idem. 


vb Tdem. 
4. Idem. . 


Idem. 
lem. 
Idem. 
Idem. 
Idem. 
Idem. 
Idem. 


Idem. 
Idem. 
Idem. 


Idem. nn, 


Idem. 
ldem. | 
| Gaillarbozs. 


j 


Pariſhes. 


| Peres. . 
La Nowuville. 
le Bourg Beadouin. | 


Tranſiere. 
Grainville, 
Fleury. 
Charleval. 
Ande. 
Herquewville. 
Conelles. - 
Watteville, 
Daubeuf. 
Mui dx. 


La Roquette, 


Le Thuit. 


| Heuqueville. 
Anfreville. 


Douwille. 


| Houville. 
| Caudouwville. 
Marcouville. 4 


'Baqueville. 
Illereſt. 


Mauſſe-Gros. 


Corny. 


Ecoiq. 
Grainwille. 
Creſcewille. 


Arquenſ). 
Le Meſnil. 


1300 i 
* 


850 


1800 J. 


2500 J. 2 


910 J. 
150 . 
800 J. 
420 
1100 
710 
130 
4.60 
460 /. 


4359 


1140 . 


900 J. 
300 J. 
820 J. 


1040 J. 


230 l. 


0 £400 . 
600 J. 
Freſue Archeveque 


1980 J. 
440 l. 
710 J. 
1100 l. 
600 J. 
450 J. 
— JA 
580 J. 
1290 l. 


T ai | | 
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that Tax by the Sum of 


| 


| 


Quota of 5 ; 
the Tythe. Pariſhes. Taxes. | Tythes. 
'T'ythe ata | 
1 1:hSheaf. | Boiſemont. 2300 J. 4000 J. 
Idem. | Suze. 760 l.] 1200 J. 
ladem. Neuville. 400 J. 1000 J. 
*  Idem. | Lalonde. | 410 J. to0o J. 
Idem. Trouffeville. 730 J. 2000 J 
Idem. Honeſſies. 2000 J. 2000 J 
Idem. Quiſiniers. 2000 J. 2500 J. 
Idem. | Flameſnil. 270 l.] 600 J. 
Idem. Orgeville. 310 J. goo J. 
Idem. Pbilippou. 260 J.] 800 J. 
Idem, |Vexillon. 560 J. 800 J 
Idem. | Bonaffe. 680 J. 1000 J. 
Idem, Reninvil Q 
Idem. and 900 J. 1400 J. 
| | Cantelope. FR | | 
| Pariſhes 5 3: 146370 1.1] 73080 J. 
The Total of the Tythe is [73080 J 
The Total of the Tax is proc I. 
Therefore the Tythe 88 | 6920 / 


— 


From whence it is FP! 
at the Eleventh Sheaf, 
the Tax, in the 


267 10 Livres. 


And if the Woods, Paſtures. and Meadows were T. 


Note. That the 
Tythe here is higher 
then 


in Vezelay. 


Livres, 


ain, that the Ecclefiaſtical Tythe 
f, as it 1s uſually raiſed, exceeds 
ſe Fifty three Pariſhes, by the Sum of 


ythed 


it would exceed the Tax by one half: th t 
is, theſe Fifty three . would vert 
bute to the ROYAL TYTHE at 
leaſt Ninety, or a Hundred Thouſand 


The 


— 
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The Second CoM HARISON. 
Of the Tax and Eccleſiaſtical Tythe, as they were 
raifed in the Year, 1699, in the Election of Veze- 
lay in Burgundy, which is one of the 2vorſt Coun- 
tries in all the Kingdom. Ibis Compariſon plainly 
ſhews, That the Ro TAL I YTHE of the Pro- 
. duce of the Ground is ſtill equal ro the Sum of the 
f 8 A „ | | | 
'l Quota of the Tythe Pari ſhes. ytbes. Taxes. 
The 16th Sheaf Livres. -| Livres. 
on all that is levi - „ 
ed, even on Wine. Vex elay. 526 1338 | 
* 20th Sheaf E 
| o Vineyards. | Ampury. 300 2 
Tue £300 Sheaf a | 5 ar; 
ThegV ine in Pro- FF W ET 
portion. | Anrien, 1845. 10 1740 
The 13th Sheaf E 7 
Nothing on Wine Armes. 366 | 3509 
Taem. Aſnan, 320 1443 
The 21th Sheaf * 
| The Wine in Pro- 0 8 „ | 
portion... i [| Afvierre..l542 50 
The 16th Sheaf "= "OR 
on allthar's rais'd, | 
the ſame of the 8 
JJ . -, | Aqvn. i156 1310 
The 20th Sheaf : | by 
The ſame on the 
. K 
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Quota of the Tythe. | 


The 22th Sheaf 
Wine nothing. 


TheWine in Pro- 
portion. | 
The Tythe at 
the 21ſt. No 
| Vines. \ 

The Tythe at 
22d. 

The 16th Sheaf 
The Wine the 
ſame. 


The Wine in Pro- 
portion. | 

The Tythe at 
the 20th; No 
Wine. 

The 21ſt Sheaf 
Wine nothing. 

The 1zth Sheaf 
The 28th on 
Wine. 

The 1th Sheaf 
* Pro- 
portion. 


No Vines: | 

| The 16th Sheaf 
The Wine in Pro- 
portion. 

The 16th Sheaf 
The Wine in Pro- 
„ *__.... 


| | Baroches. 
The 13th Sheaf| - 


Bonneſſon. 
Braſh. 
Broſſes. K 


Buſſy La- 
Pelle. 


The r5yth Sheaf| 


Cerwvon. 


Chalaux. 
: 


The 2:ft Sheaf Chors and 


Ciury. 


Pariſhes. : 


: 
| 


Pa 


'# 
; 


Corbigny. [- 
Cherry la 


Mine. 


Domecy. 


Diſongy. | 


' 4 


Tythes. | 


Livres, 


603, 


% 


359 


3 1 


18080 


nnn 


Taxes. 


Livres. 


e CI 
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Quota of the Tythe. | Pariſhes. | Tythes. Taxes. 
The 13th Sheaf. I ů Livres, || Livres. 
The Wine in Pro- |  _| 0 Nai 
portion. Fles-Cuſy 377 37 
The 16th Sheaf. | Fontena |) | 
The Wine in Pro- Poiille & 9 8 
portion. Pierreper- FIR 5 15 
The 21ſt Sheaf. rx. | 7 
No Wine. Gacogne. | or 200 
The xr 3th Sheaf. "or 
The Wine alike. | GDI. 390 404 
The x 3th Sheaf. 
Nothing on Wine Grenoz. 6572 878 
55 Idem. | Huban. 480 836 
The 15th Sheaf. | © 4 
The Wine alike. | Joux. 576 1822 
The 16th Sheaf. Ko, 
The 20th on the | £i//e Sous 
Wine. Monreal, 968 1547 
„3 
No Wines. Lorme. 1174 2400 
Thex6th Sheat. |; >} 
The Wine in Pro- Lucy-te- 
portion. Bois. 1088 784 
The 16th Sheaf. Lucy Li- * 
Nothing on Wine chere. 275 956 
„ | N 
Wine nothing. | Marigny. 600 1218 
The 20th Sheaf. 193 
Nothing on Wine Maſſangy| 69 | 813 
The 2oth Sheaf. 7 
Nothing on Wine LeBuiſſonf 400 320 
The 20th Sheaff B 
No Wine. Mehere. 400 477 
r r | | © wotg 
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Dota of the Tythe.| Pariſhes. | Tythes. | T axes. 
| The 13th Sheaf. Aoiſſ. | Livres, | Livres. | 
Nothing on Wine Molinot. | 269 393 
- » Idem.. Monteliot 696 385 
Idem. Neufon- 
1 | fame. 800 1094 
Idem. Nuarre. 521 148 
Idem. ¶Pouques. 1260 930 
The 1 3th Sheaf. 
The Wine in Pro- Percy-le- | 
portion. Sec · 1213 878 
The 20th Sheaf. : 
The Wine alike. | Provency. 666 425 
The 13th Sheaf. | * 
The Wine alike. | Rouages. 778 i: 640 | 
| The x3th Sheaf. Rr 
Wine nothing. | Saiſy. 976 690 
The 2oth Sheaf. SN; | 
No Vineyards. |S. Andres | 570 231 
The 20th Sheaf. | | | 
The Wine alike. |SColumbe| 734. 990 
| bn” 21ſt Sheaf. S. Martin 
No Vineyards. | Dupuis. | 549 715 
| The nth Shoal | ; oy 7 
Wine the ſame. |S. Pere. 2535 1784 
dem. Teigny. 972 | 209 
The 21ſt Sheaf. | 
Wine nothing, |Yauchos. 276 385 
The 13th Sheaf. 5 3 
Wine nothing. Veniol. 280 281 
Idem. Voutenay. 554 426 
Il lem. Monceaux| 287 | 435 | 
Total 54 Pariſh.| 37458. 45025 
„ Io Sous. ; 
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* And therefore the Tax, in this Compari- 
ſon, exceeds the Eccleſiaſtical Tythe, by 7566 
Livres, 10 Sous; which might prove an Obje- 
cCtion againſt this Syſtem of the Rovar TrTas, 
if there was not ſomething more to be ſaid for 
it. But it muſt be obſerved, Firſt, That there 
are many Pariſhes in this Election, that pay no 
Church Tythe out of the Wines. Secondly,” That 
the Pound of Corn, in this part of the Coun- 
try, is not valued at above Eight Deniers; 
the Rye, Barley and Oats in Proportion ; and 
the Wine at Eighteen Livres the Hogſhead. 
Whereas, in the Pariſhes in the former Com- 
pariſon, in Normandy, tho the Fertility of the 
Ground be but indifferent, yet it is much a- 
bove that of the Election of Vexelay. The Corn 

being at a Sous the Pound, and the Tythe rais'd 
at the Eleventh part. It ought to be obſerved 
further, That the Year 1699, which we go 
by in this Compariſon, produced but little 
Corn, and conſequently not much Tythe; 
which appears by the Dearneſs of it, Wheat 


being ſold at Twelve Deniers the Pound. It is 


farther to be conſidered, That in the Electi- 
on of Vexelay, there is leſs arable Ground 
than in any Country of its Extent in all the 
Kingdom; for almoſt two Thirds of it are no- 
thing but Wood, or waſte Ground ; and that 
the arable Land, being even below indifferent 
yields nothing but Rye, Barley, or Oats, or at 
. moſt not above a third of Wheat ; and that the 
Year 1699, being that immediately after the 
laſt Peace, the;King's Revenues were levy'd to 

4 an 


— 


un 


* Note, that the mean Proportional of all theſæ diffee 
rent Quota's of the Tythe, 18 1 6x Sheagves, &c. 
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an intollerable Exceſs. An Error not to be 


continued in, without reducing the People to 


an abſolute Impoſſibility of paying any more. 
Whereas the RoyaL TyTHE being duly Pro- 
portioned, with regard to the ſeveral Countries, 
it might hold for ever, and never fail to Aug- 
ment the King's Revenues, as his Occaſions 
ſhould require. The Country being Re-peopled, 
the Ground would be the better manured, Hus- 
dry would improve, and a great deal of Land 


that has been abandon'd, by reaſon of the Ina- 


bility of thoſe who would have manur'd it, 
will again be brought 'into Order and Cul- 


tivated ; and Cattle will increaſe as well as 


Men; and the ROAL TyTHE: will conſe- 
quently be Augmented, without being Bur- 
thenſome to the People. Moreover, ſince no- 
thing eſcapes this ROYAL TyTHE, but every 
thing being ſubject to it which yields any In- 
come, it will far exceed the Eccleſiaſtical; 
becauſe that does not affect the Vineyards in 
many Places, no more than it does the Woods, 
Meadows and the Cattle; to ſay nothing of 
a great many Private Mens Eſtates that are 
exempted from it. n 
Every one knows that all the ſeveral Coun- 
tries in this Kingdom have their different 
Properties and Qualities; and ſo produce 
different Incomes. One abounds in Corn, 
but yields little Wine, or but of an indifferent 
ſort. Another produces plenty of Wine, but 
very little Corn. Some want Wood, others 
Paſture, and others Cattle. Others again 
want all theſe, but have Plenty and Varie- 
ty of Fruit; Manufacture and Trade. And 
others have no great ſtore of any of thoſe, 
but a little of each. But be it as it will, 
* DP 5 0 5:4, + "hc £ were 
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were the RoyaL TYTHE once Eſtabliſhed, e- 
very thing muſt be liable to it, and nothing 
will eſcape Paying that yields Income; but 
{till in a juſt Proportion: which is the ſole 
and only way to raiſe much Revenue out - 
of a Country, without ruining it. This is 
ſo clear and evident, that not to agree to 
it, muſt be the effect of Stupidity or Ma- 
Hes. * j AA 
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A Computation of what the Royal Tythe 


would have produced in the Election of 


Verelay, if it bad been levy'd there in the 
Tear 1699, according to this Scheme. 


Here isnothing can more evidently prove, 
| | of how great Advantage this Scheme 
of a Royal Tythe wouldbe both to the 
King and the People, if it were eſtabliſh'd 
throughout the Kingdom, than to ſhew how 
beneficial it would have been to the Inhabi- 
rants of the Election of Yezelay ; which, as has 
been ſaid, is one of the worſt Countries in all 
the Kingdom, if the publick Money had been 
tais d in the Year 1699, according to this 
Scheme. We have taken this Year for an Ex- 
ample , as being one of thoſe that was moſt 
loaded with Taxes and other Subſidies. 


We have found before, thatꝰ Liv. 
the Poll-Tax of the festen 45075 
of ec that Year came to - LE 
The Sale of the Salt, at 
45 Livres the Minot, The 


Charges of the Adminiſtra-C 61000 
tion deducted, to —: 
The Aids at — _ - 9671 
Gauging and Broccage 2244 
The Ocroys at ( ?: 1540 


Mm 


— 
* 


Total 119536 
Brought 
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| - Tam | 
Brought over 119530 
The Tenth of the wer, bo 


about — 
The Total of all the Levies 


ſaid Election in the Year 
1699, not including the De- 
meſnes, comes to —— 

Suppoſe then, that inſtead 1 
of impoſing the Poll-Tax, as | 
is commonly praiſed, it had | 
been converted into a Royal- 
Tythe, comprehending the 
Aids, and the other Funds 
above-mention'd, on the Foot 46822 
of the 12th Sous in a Livre of 
Incomes, or the 12th Sheaf. 
The great Tythe, in propor- 
tion to what the Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Tythe yielded, would 
have produced the Sum of — 3 

The green Tythe, compre-J 
hending the oods, part of | 


— 


2 pd — 


the Vineyards, and the Mea- 
dows , 13008 Livres 17 Sous; 
that is, the Woods containing? 6230 10 5. 
37383 Arpens, rated at two | 
Livres Income per Acre, ma- 
king 74.766 Livres. The > Tythe | 
of which at the x2th, is —— 
That part of the eB 


which pays no — 
by Eſtimation — —— 


2000 


— 


Total 55052 105. 


d 
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IT Liv. Sous. 

Brought over 55052 10 

The Meadows containing) 

5734 Arpens, rated at two, 

Cartloads of Hay the Arpen, 

at 5 Livres the Load, 57340 

Livres: The Tythe of which 

at the 12th comes to —. 


The Commons and waſte Ground, making 
a conſiderable part of this Country, and fur- 
niſhing a great part of the Paſture for Cattle, 
in which this Election deals, ought to be taken 


4778 97. 


into conſideration, and be made liable to a cer- 


tain Contingent. But ſince it is impoſſible to 


know the Rent of ſuch ſort of Ground, and 


conſequently to ſettle the Tythe of it, other- 
wiſe than by the Cattle it feeds, I think that 
without drawing this into Conſequence for o- 
ther Countries, it ought to be aſſeſsd in a mo- 
derate Duty upon the ſeveral ſorts of Cattle 
aboveſaid, equivalent to the Tythe of the Nou- 
riſhment they receive, inſtead of the Tythe of 
ſuch waſte Ground and Commons. | 


A little before the Year) 
1699, there were reckoned / | 

to be in this Election 17994 
Beaſts of Horſe-kind , ther 7 22 - 
Yearly Tythe of which, at 20\ U wk, 
Sous each, would be- 


7815 Cows and Calves at 

480 He and She Aſſes, at y ae 
Sorts « — — e 
400 Goats at 5 Sous —— 100 10 


Total 65801 17 
Brought 
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Liv. Sous. 
2 x i — 65801 17 
15870 Sheep, at 5 Sous —— 3967 10 
1467 Hogs, at 7 San — 513 14 


Beaſts of Labour nothing, becauſe they 3 eld 
no Profit. 0 


If the Salt had been redu- 
ced to 30 Livres the Mi not,, Mö 
the 1440. Minots that were ſold > 43200 oo 
would have produced the\ d 
Sunm of —— 

The four little Towns in) 
the Election of 22 4 DM 
taining 964. Houles, rated at 7 
the 12th e of their Rent „ bY. 
deduction being made for Re- . 
parations 


The 12th Pehay- of = aL 2019 


Gains of the Attorneys, Pro- 
&ors; &c. in that Election, 
at — 

The Artiſans and Handy- 
crafts of that Election, divi- 


ded into three Claſſes: Thee 5 
firſt conſiſting of a thouſand ee 
honeſt Families, might e 
pay each 4 Livres, is 

The ſecond Claſs, of a 
Thouſand Families at three > 3000 oo 
Livres each, is —— — 

The third containing az 
Thouſand Families at two> 2000 00 


Livres each, ig——— 
0 | f a — ũ—œ—P 


Total 127285 11 
Brought 
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FO Liv. S. D. 
Brought over 125282 11 00 
There are in this Election 2.2 
80 Mills, and 133 Ponds, the 


12th of whoſe Produce would 
amount to— —— 


at one Livre, one with an- 
other, is — — 
Officers receiving Sala-2 
ries and Allowances from th 
King to 4000 Livres, they 
Tythe of which at the rat 
Penny, ik !: 
The Total of the Ro YAL) 
TyTHE at the 12th Part, is a 
Hundred and twenty eight. 
Thouſand, five hundred ande 
ſixty three Livres, fourteen 


Sous, four Deniers —————— 


1148 Domeſtick Servants, | Fears 
1148 00 00 


* 


The ordinary Tax, the Salt, 


the Aids, Teuths, &c. in 50 125530 00. 09 


came to but the Sum of 
And therefore the ROYAL 


TYTHE at the 12th Parc, 3033 14 04 


would have exceeded it, by-- 


What mightily recommends this Scheme, is, 


That if you'll ſuppoſe this Eſtabliſhment once 


ſettled, and a Peace of any conſiderable Dura- 


tion, the King's Revennes will encreaſe every 


Year, without the leaſt Force or Violence uſed 
upon any one. A Blefling we can never en- 
enjoy but by the Means of the RoyYALTYTHE; 
Which would give every-one good Ground to 
ſay after he has paid his Quota, The is my own: 
and would encourage them to employ what _ 
hadto the beſt advantage. Ws 


1800 00 oo 


333 03 04 


128563 14 4 
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It follows from this Enquiry, That if the 
Publick Money had been levied in this Ele- 
ction, in the Year 1699, by a Rovar Trras, 
it would have been a mighty Comfort to the 
People; on theſe following Accounts. Firſt, 
becauſe the People would have ſaved a third 
Part on the Salt ; which would have been of 
great Advantage to them, without any Loſs 
to the King. | 
Secondly, Thoſe who are Exempted or Privi- 
leged, or pretend to be ſo; and all thoſe who 
are half exempted, or ſecretly Privil-dg'd 
or Exempted, would have bore their ſhare, 
and paid as others did, to the great Eaſe of 
the Poor, and thoſe who have no Protection 
from that Tax; which Impartiality is always 
of Great Advantage to the State. ! 
_ Thirdly, Becauſe there would have been no 
Execution: For the Tythe being received in 
kind, and upon the ſpot, by the King's Ty- 
ther, there would have been no room for 
ſhifting or delaying the Payment: And conſe- 
quently there would have been no Charges 
nor occaſion for tacit Contributions under the 
the Name of Prefents, for to gain a little 
time ; which being once expired the Diſtreſ- 
ſes begin afreſh more cruelly than before. 
And the Caſe would be the ſame in Rela- 
tion to Cattle, leaving N to the Proprie- 
tors Choice to pay in kind , or to Compound. 
Fourthly, becauſe this Method of receiving 
the Tythe would have prevented Inſolven- 
cies as well as Diſtraining. 
_ #Fifthly, Becauſe by this Method, all Diſpro- 
portion in Impoſitions, with reſpect to every 
one's Incomes, as well as Recommendations 
| | | to 
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to eaſe and favour ſome Perſons, would have 
been prevented. 8 | 

From the Uſe of this Method would have 
follow'd the Aboliſhing of all Favour and Par- 
tiality , and all the Injuſtice that's practis d 
in theſe -Pariſhes, in impoſing and collecting 
the Publick Monies. And tho' the Tythe at 
a 12th Part is a heavy Duty, yet the People 
of this Election would have been eaſie under 
it, nor would the King's Revenues been one 
Piſtole leſs than they uſe to be: Whereas, as 
the Rate-Impoſitions are ordinarily levied, 


tho' the Tax and the Salt were lower'd a third 


Part, yet the People would ſenſibly find the 


Weight of the Burthen. To conclude, this 


Tax, according to which the other Impoſitions 
are uſually regulated, ruins and lays waſte this 
Country, having reduced three fourths of the 
Inhabicanis of it to Barley and Oar Bread, and 
to beggarly Apparel, not worth à Crown a 
Suit. And therefore it is, that the beſt of 
them have left the Country, Death has car- 
ried off many, and others are reduced to ab- 
ſolute Beggary, to the great Diminution of the 
Inhabitants; which is the greateſt Evil can 


befall a Kingdom. It is Six or Seven Years 


ago that this Obſervation was made, and 
ſince that time the Evil is much increaſed: 
To ſay nothing ef the Houſes, the Seventh 
Part of which have tumbled down, the Sixth 
Part of the Land lies waſte, and the reſt is 
but indifferently cultivated. Above half of 
this Election is cover'd with Wood, Hedges, 


or Bryars. A Fifth Part of the Vineyards 


are neglected, and the reſt not half dreſ- 
ſed. Add to all this, that the Country is 
dry, and produces nothing to Trade with, 

but 
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but Float-wood and a few Cattle: And moſt 
part of the Land is {owed but once in four 


br five Years, and bears nothing but Rye and 


Oats, and ſome Wheat, and but little of a- 
ny; this Country being Naturally the worſt 
and leaſt fertile in all the Kingdom. 
Moreover, what I have been ſaying, is not 
from Fabulous Reports or a flight View of 
the Country, but founded upon the diligent 
Search and exact Accounts, which I cauſed 
to be made and taken, tor two or three Years 
ſucceſſively; and therefore I may vouch it 
RS CREED: Git Ht 
Noovithitandin that what we have ſaid 
already about thoſe Pariſhes in Normandy, and 
the Election of Vexelay is ſufficient to prove 
the great Advantage that would accrue to the 
King and his People, by a right ute of this 
ROYAL TyTHE ; yet I find my ſelf obliged 
to obſerve and own, that conſidering the Di- 
verſity of Soil in all the ſeveral Provinces of 
the Kingdom, (there being none of them ex- 
actly like another) it is impoſſible that the 
Eſtimations above inſerted ſhould perfectly ſuit 
all of them, tho' they be made with the great- 
eſt Exactneſs imaginable. But if this Project 
is approv'd of, whatever Faults or Eſcapes 
there may be in it, will be eaſily corrected 
and ſupplied by the Care and Diſcretion of 
thoſe, to whom the Eſtabliſhing of it will be 
committed, in the manner they in their Judg- 
ments ſhall think moſt reaſonable : Regard be- 
ing always had to the Integrity and Sincerity 
of this Scheme, the only Aim and Deſign of it 
being the Service of the King, and the Hap- 
pineſs of his People, no good Man can diſ- 
approve of it. | 
[| | Before 
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Before I conclude, I muſt moſt humbly ſup- 
plicate His Majeſty, for whoſe fake alone 
theſe Memoirs are Compoſed, that he would 
pleaſe to conſider, that ſo long as his Reve- 
nues are levied by Arbitrary ways, it is im- 


poſſible but that His People will be expoſed to 


Rapine and Pillage over allthe Kingdom: Con- 
fidering, that of all thoſe who are ny fm 
in this Matter, there is not perhaps one of a 
Hundred who does not, by all Means and 
Ways, make the beſt of his Employment, by 
indirect Practices, and Oppreſſing the People. 
This is ſo true, that if, now while I am Wri- 
ting this, His Majeſty, would be pleas'd to ſend 
a certain number of truſty and diſcreet Men 
intothe Provinces,tomakea ſtrict Enquiry and 
narrow Search, even. into the moſt4retir'd and 


leaſt frequented Corners of the Kingdom, with 


exprels Order, to give him a full and impar- 
tial Account of the Matter, His Majeſty would 
be ſurpriz d to under ſtand, that, excepting Fire 
and Sword, which GOD be thank'd have not 
yet been uſed in conſtraining his People, there 
15 no Violence left untried ; and that all the 
i within the Kingdom are Univerſally 
ruin d. nne 


CHar. 


If 


ROYAL Trr RER. 115 


bp 
* 2 


a £6 VI. 


Two new Tables, which ſuperabundantly prove 
the Excellency. of this Scheme of a Rox a1 
Tens * | 


1 


The Second TABL E. 

If any one doubts the Goodneſs of this Scheme, becauſe 
the preceding Eſtimates are too high, it will be no 
bard Matter to prove the Worth 7 it, even ſuppo- 

Ang that T was out in the Calculation by Twenty 
Millions, Eight Hundred and Twenty T- I hou- 
ſand, Five Hundred Livres, in the firſt Eſtimate, 
which zs certainly not ſo : And which will appear 
evidently, by appear by the fellowing TABLE. 


Let us ſuppoſe then that the Four Funds are 


only thus: 


The Great 


Tythe ar 8 52000000 5 The Great Tythe 


and the Induſtry at the 


1 20th. The Salt at 18 
The Indu 8 11000000 J. Livres the Minot. The 
as ; Sale of it reduced to 
The Salt F #7 ro 944444} Minots. 
at — _ I 8000000 l. | The Ten Augmen- 
e e tations of which, 
The Fixt 2 from Eighteen to 


Revenue at & £5 229000 . Thirty Livres will be 
- 2 Twenty Four Livres. 


each. 


The Total I. 96000000 J. 


12 The 


The Great 

Simple Funds. C 96090000 Il. Tythe and the 

— ( H— | Induſtry at 

The TenthC the 19th. The 

of the three 8100000J/., Salt at 19 Liv. 

Firſt Funds. =———— | 4 $.theMinot. 

Total of the | And the Fixt 

Firſt 1 Revenue ſtill 
tation. ia the ſame. 

The Gd 


The Forego- 
C104: 00000 J. 
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AUGMENTATION. 


The Pirſt 


Of the Tenth of the firſt Three Funds, 


Total of the 


AUG ME NTATION. 


of the rp Tenth of the = Fa : 4 


ing Total. 
The : 


| Tenth 

of the three. 

Firſt Funds. 
Total of the 


_ 8100000 J. 


rants; chan 


Second Aug-C I 12200000 L. 


| mentation. 


| Induſt 


The Great 


Tythe 112 1 


the 18t The 


Salt at 20 Liv. 
8 Sous the Mi- 
Hot. The Fixt 
Revenue ſtill 
the ſame. 


The | 


SANE ENCES 


BH gr Tg IS. 
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_ mm 


The Third 


2»- 


AUGMENTATION. 


Of the Firſt Tenth of the three firſt Funds. 


The Prece- 0 | | 
ding Total. 112200000. 


the three Firſt > 8100000 /. 
Funds. — 


The Tenth of X | 


The Total of 
the thirdAug- 8 120300000 J. 
mentation. 


The Great 
Tythe andlu- 
duſtry at the 
17th, the Salt 
at 21 Liv. 12 
Sous, the Mi- 
not. And the 
Tixt Revenue 


tinnen 
| God. 


The Pant : 
AUGMENTATION 


The Firſt Tenth, as above. 


The Prece-> | 
ding Total. ST20 300000 J. 


The Tenth of 
the firſt Three 
Funds. " 
Total of the > 
Fourth a8 95 284 00000/). 
mentation 


3100000 . 


L 3 


The Great 
Tythe , and 


the Induſtry 


at the 16th. 


the Salt at 22 


Liv. 16 Sous 


the Minot,the 


Fixt Revenue Very Gn 


I ſtill the ſame. 


The 
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— 


Thien Fifth 
AUGMENTA TION: 


J 


Of the firſt Tenth , as above. 


: The Pr &CC- | | 
ding Total. 1284000000. 
TheTenth of ) 
the three Firſt Þ 8100000). 
Funds. | 


Total of th 


e 
Fifth Aug- "do 2 


mentation. 


1 


The Great 
Tythe, and 
the Induſtry 
at the 15th. 
the Salt at 24 
Liv. the Mi- 


Revenue ſtill 


the ſame. 


not. The Fixt 


The Sixth 


AUG M ENTATION: 


of the firſt Tenth, as above. 


| The Prece- 
ding Total. >1365000007. 


Ke ————— —— 


— — 


The Tenth of 


the firſt d Rr J. 


Funds. — b. 
Total of the 


Sixth Aug- Sees 
mentation. 


hn 


F The Great 

XY Tythe 3 and 
the Induſtry 

at the 14th. 

. TheSalt at 25 


Minot. The 
Fixt Revenue 


| ſtill the ſame. 


The 


Liv. 8 S. the 


= awe 
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; The Seventh 
AUGMENTATION. 


Of the Hate: Tenth, as above. 


The Prece- The Great 
ding Total. eee J. | Tytheand the 
= \ Induftry at 


The Tenth if 
the three firſt 


| the 13th part. 
The Salt at 


8100000 l. 


Funds. 8 —— 26 L. 8 S. the 
Total of the) Minot. The x1. 
Seventh Aug-©152709009 J. Fixt Rev. ſtill 
mentation. the lame. 


2 ** 


Ihe ighth 
AUGMENTATION. 


Of the firſt Tenth, as above. 


The rece-) The Great 
ding Total. 15 270000 IJ. Tytheand the 
5 Induſtry at 


The Tenth of 
the three firſt 
Funds. , 

Total of the 

Eighth Aug- I 60800000 J. 
mana. 


$r00000 J. 


"1; 


* the 12th Part, 
N the Salt at 27 


Liv. 12 S. the 
Minot. The 
Fixt Rev. ſtill 


the ſame. 


The 


4 Ao fee 


The Ninth 
AUGMENTATION 


Of the firſt Tenth, as 5450 


The Prece- 
ding Total. C160800000 !. 


The Tenth of; 
8 81000001 


— — 


the three firſt 
Funds. 
Total of the 
Ninth Aug- ! bo; 
mentation. 


— 


The Great 
Tythe andIn- 
duſtry at the 
11th Part, the 


Salt at 28 L. 


16 S. the Mi- 


not; the fixt 


Revenue ſtill 
the fame. 


The Tenth 


it 


AUGMENTATION. 


Of the jo Town, 48 before: 


The Prece- 

ding Total. C 168900000 J. 
The Tenth of 

the Firſt ee 81000000, 
Funds. — — 


Total of the | 
Tenth Aug- 8 177000000 J. 
mentation... 


The Great 
Tythe and In- 
duſtry at the 


oth part, the 


Salt at 3o L. 
the Minot. 
And the Fixt 
Revenue till 
the fame. | 


Py 


2 - 


yy 4 62, Awad .fFA % -©d Dt wap, 


fot, hk, mand « 
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By the Contents of this Table it is plain, that 
ſuppoſing the Eſtimate of the Firſt to be too 
high, by Twenty Millions, Eight Hundred and 
Twenty Two Thouſand, and Five Hundred 
Livres, yet this will be an excellent Scheme, 
becauſe, that reckoning from the Third and 
Fourth Aug mentations, the Revenue will be ſuf- 
ficient. | 

But let us carry this further ſtill, and for the 
full ſatisfaction of the moſt Incredulous, we 
will make a Third Table; which ſhall ſuppoſe 
the Firſt Eſtimate to be made too high by 
Thirty Millions, and more: and yet this 
Scheme will hold good. For this Effect, let us 
put the Great Tythe at Forty Eight Millions 

only. the Induſtry at Ten, the Salt at Sixteen, 
and the Fixt Revenue at Twelve; the Total 
will be Eighty Six Millions : And for the firſt 
Three Funds, Seventy Four Millions of Livres ; 
the Tenth of which is Seven Millions, and 
Four Hundred Thouſand Livres ; which ſhall 
be repeated in every Angmentation ; and all of 
them in the following Order. 


p LIN — — 
* 


The Third TA 5x n 


The 9 48009000 l. The Great Tythe and 


Ni at r aa ibaa at the 2oth. 
0 4 e Salt at 18 Livres 
The Indu c 10000000 J. | the Minot ;z the Sale of 
{try at | which is reduced to 

a „ e 833333 Minots. The 


at a I 6000009 L. = * rg -4e4% of 

T7 whic rom 18 to 30 
| The Fixt 120000001 Livres, will be at 24 Sou 
Revenue at- | % | each. The Fixt Reve- 
; y _ remaining ſtill tlie 
ame. | 


The Total —- 86000000 /. 
| i The 


/ 


12 A: N ren 1. 1 a 


4 
—— — 
— — —— 


* * p —— . — 
* . 
1 ” > y 


The Firſt 
AUGMENTATION. 


Of the Tenth of the rf Three Funds, which ſhall be 
_— in all the following Articles. 


b — The forego-7. 1 The Great Js 


ing Total. 86000000 . | Tythe and the * 
— — —3 Induſtry at the 
The Tenth 4 | 19th. The Salt of 
of the Firſt 49 FLY 19 Livres, 4 th 
three Funds. | Sous „ Minot. 
Total of the The Fix d Re- T 
Firſt Tn | venue ſtill che me 
tation. | ſame. * 
The — 
AUGMENTATION. 
E of the Tb 
The Prece- 185 The Great 
KB ding Total. 'Þ 934002000, Tythe and the 
9 1 Induſtry at the | 
[ The Tenth | 18th, The Salt of 
= - of -the Ficlt' 74000004, at 20 ee 8 thi 
=. three Funds. — Sous „ Minot. =” 
_ Totalof the | The Fix'd Re- Fo 
Firſt —— J. venue ſtill the me 
tation. | 1 ſame. : 


ROYAL TyTre: 


The Third 


AUGMENTATION: 


The Prece- 

ding Total. 

— Cronma—uan - batting 
'The Tenth 


of the c 7490000. 
three Funds. MI_———- 


100800000 J. 


Total of the 
Third ger be. 


The Great 
Tythe and the 
Induſtry at the 
17th. The Salt 


at 21 Livres, 12 
— Sous, 


Minot. 
The Fix'd Re- 
venue {till the 


Total of the- 


Fourth Aug-$Srr 5600000 L 
mentation. 1 


| 


mentation. \ ſame. 
The Fourth 
4 UGMENTATION. 
Of the Tenth. 

The Prece- The Great 
ding Total. T108200000 J. Tythe and the 
— . Induſtry at the 

The Tenth- 16th. The Salt 
of the Firſt} 7400000). | at 22 Livres, 16 
three Funds. . | Sous, Minot. 


The Fix'd Re- 
venue ſtill the 
fame. 


The 


Good. 


Good. 


r 


1 a. — 


mentation. 


The Fit ifth 
AUGMENT ATION: 
; Of the Tenth. 
The Prece-7 The Great 
e Total. Cx 5600000 1. | Tythe and the 
— Induſtry at the 
T ha Tenth 15th. The Salt 
g of the Firſt 74000007. |, at 24 Livres, 
three Funds. the Minot. 
Total of the The Fix d Re- 
Pifth Aug-&-12300000 L | venue ſtill the 
mentation. „ 
The Sixth 
AUG M ENTAT ION. 
Of the Tenth. 

Ihe Prece- The Great 
ding Total. 4 | Tyche and the 
— | Induſtr y-at the 

The Tonk 14th. The Salt 
of the _ Firſt 7400000 at 25 Livres, 4. 
three Funds. Sous, Minot. 

Total of the The Fix'd Re- 
Sixth Aug-C1324000007. | venue fall the 

| fame,” 


The 
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| Of the Tenth. 
The Prece- 
ding Total. $+304000001. J. 
The Tenth 


of the three c 7 20000 l. 
firſt Funds. 8 : 

Total of the 
Eighth Aug-$137809000 l. 
mentation. 


8 


| 


* ag 
AUGME NTAT LON. 


The Great 
Tythe and the 

| Induſtry at the 
13th. The Salt 
at 26 Livres, 8 
Sous the Minot. 
The Fixt Re- 
venue ſtill the 
ſame. 


Highe 


- 


The Eighth 


AUGMENLILA! 


4 


1 


Of the Tenth. 
The Prece ; 
ding Total. bf 37800000 J. 
The Tenth of, 
the three firſte 7490000 J. 
Funds. 333 
Total of the, 


Eighth {0000p 
mentation. 


ION. 


The Great 
Tythe and the 
Induſtry at the 
12th. The Salt 
at 27 Livres, 12 
Sous, the Minor. 
The Fixt Re- Very High. 
venue ſtill the 
ſame. 


The 


Too high. | 


Item, 


The Prece- | | © The Great 

ding” Total. eee Tythe and the 

gr Induſtry at the 

The Teuth 6 JC 29:3 i.4 

the firſt three = 74000001. at thirty Liv. 

e the Minot; 

Iuotal of the and the Fixt 

Tenth Aug © 6006668E Revenue kill 
mentation: the ſame. 


* * ; a 
7 re NaN 


_ 
— 


The Ninth 
AU GM ENT. ATION: 
Of the Tenth. 
| 5 | © The Great 


The Prece- 


The Tenth: 11th. The Salt 
of the dees 740000 J. j at 28 Livres 16. 
firſt Funds. 

Total of the 


The Fixt Re- 


Ninth Aeg Ci 526000001. venue ſtill the 


mentation. | ſame. 


* 


The Tenth 
AUG MENTATION/ 


of the Tenth. g 


A 


By 


ding Toral. | ©145200600 J. Tythe and the 
| Induftry at the 


Sous the Minot. 
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By this third Table it is plain, that recko- 
ning from the fifth Augmentation there will be 
a very good Revenue; and that the following 


Augmentapgny carry it to a hundred and fixty 
Millions, without exceeding the Tenth; which 


is a greater Sum than ever there will be occaſi- 
on for in any Exigency, ſuppoſing the State free 


from Debt; which proves the Exceliency and 


Infallibility of this Scheme to a Demonſtration. 
It may further be obſerv'd, That the Sale of 
the Salt in the ſecond Table is reduced to nine 
Hundred and forty four Thouſand, four hun- 
dred and forty four Minots only: and in the 
Third, to eight Hundred and thirty three 
thouſand, three hundred and thirty three Mi- 
nots; which is certainly a third part leſs than 
is really ſold, at fourteen Perſons to à Minot, 
as has already been mention'd; Which dimi- 
niſhes the Product of this Fund by a third patt, 
which more and more ſhews the Exce!lency of 
But ſuppoſe there does happen 'a War, as ex- 
penſive as this we are now engag d in, 
for the maintaining of which there 1704. 
muſt be Fnnds greater than that of the 
ROYAL TYTHE, upon the Foot of the third Ta- 
ble, which is a hundred and ſixty Millions; it is 
certain, That if the ſame Integrity and Honeſty 
be obſerv'd in the Management of the Funds of 
the Town-houle of Para, that there has been hi- 
therto, there will be enough found there to ſup- 
ply, for feveral Years, whatever the RoYAL 
TYTHE may fall ſhort in; which might be re- 
imburs'd afrer the Peace, without being oblig'd 
to have recourſe to burthenſome Impoſitions or 
extraordinary Means; which are always preju- 


dicial both to the Publick, and to private Per- 


ſons, of what Nature or Quality ſoever they are. 
| | HAP. 


* 
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CH Ax. VII. 


The third Proof of the Uſefulneſs and Excel- 
lency of the RovaL TyTas, brought from 
the Eſtimate of the Fruits of the Ground in 
one ſquare League ; and of the Number of 
Perſons it can feed upon its own Growth. 

\ \ force than the former, of the Excel- 
lency of this Syſtem ; and it is that 
which reſults from the Eſtimate we are going 
to make of the Produce of a Square League. 

Bur ſince this Eſtimate is applicable to the 

whole Kingdom, it will not be improper to 

place before it a Scheme of the whole Extent 


of France, in ſquare Leagues, and a Liſt of the 
People it contains ; which take as follows.. 


E have yet a third Proof, of no leſs 


Paragraph I. 


The Extent o 


| 


] 


1 


PARAGRAPH I 
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France in Square Leagues, of which five and twenty to a Degree, 
aſur d according to the beſt and late Maps, in 1704: 


| Maps of the 


z 


1 


| 
1 
5 : 2 Gentlemen | Of the Sieur Of the Sieur Of the Sieur Of the Sieur 
n len {Neko [de Fer... | Saofbn. 
= | I deny. a, 
Ie | $qus Leagues, | | | 
Brittany 1690 1789 2069 2282 2387 
Normandy 1491 1422 1524 1913 1825 
Picardy | | 1 633 703 714 720 
French Flanders 210 226 217 282 246 
Part of the County of Hainault | 161 186 172 192 193 
Artois 5 235 208 259 289 
ede 254 . 47 "x 46 50 
9 "ED 4 Bri | 
— Champen Miſe 855 1674 | 1910 1846 2004. 2192 
three Biſhopricks, Metz, BW | 
[Tout nd en een | 99 | 284 | 28g | 212 
11 i ee and * | 932 857 1066 1150 1001 
The Orleanois, Blaiſois, and ? | | | 
part of — hs I | c | 893 847 888 1967 1064 
La Perche 170 188 150 223 233 
Le Maine FFT 568 642 730 | 700 
L. Anjou 529 499 | as 495 497 
Le Poitou | ; 910 1045 1041 1137 1029 
Touraine and Saumarois 397 313 491 513 482 
Berry ene 
Nivernois | — 36 3 3 36 339 406 403 
Bourbonois 336 337 [1119 455 4.40 
Dutchy of Burgundy 941 885 1084 1268 |. 1240 
The County of Burgundy 759 898 837 1081 936 
3 1 l B 3 417 404 406 463 457 
La Breſſe, le Bugey, the | Pp 
| Principality of Dombes $ 2 317 355 22 383 
Dauphiny 5 f 1009 1019 1241 1411 1375 
Provence and Avignon, an | | 
the Principality of Orange 128 1178 946 1055 1577 
Lionis, Foreſt and Beaujolois | 463 372 446 623 587 
| The Sevennes , comprehend- | : 
ing Givaudan, aer 589 623 769 834 831 
and Velay x | | | 
Auvergne 883 874 1054 þ 956 1940 
Limoſin 347 372 401 393 389 
La Marche n 463 358 17 481 
, Pons Augoumois 1 692 631 681 676 780 
8 Perigor d, b | II47 1079 950 1223 1117 
Gaſcogne, comprehending the? | | 
| Deſarts de Bordeaux and@ | 643 512 647 602 | 637 
Condomois ä 
4 1 4 
ane en 6. | 2278 5 
Languedoc 1590 1444 1835 2097 [2060 
IRouſſilon L 270 243 206 206 271 
| The Comte de Foix, Cou- el 
ſerans, Armagnac, and 1031 797 987 948 974 
Cominge ng | | 
Bigorre, Bearn, Soule, Na- 
1 * 8 8 a "ix Fan 2 c 636 610 | 8oy 683 740 
| 24 Iuootal 26386 | 25839 28054 | 31278 | 31657 
The mean Proportional of which is, 286427 Leagues. F | 
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An ABSTR ACT of the Liſt of the People of the Kingdom, in the State 


they were in, the End of the laſt Century. This L 
Men, Women and Children of both Sexes and all Ages. 


comprebends the 


Name, of thoſe who have 


— 


. 


i Number 0 7 WY 
made the particular Liſt. . People. 155 02 | 
Out of the Liſt made 480 
I hd Year 1654. PAR IS. 720000 1694 
9 Fark ren, Generality of Paris. 856938 1700 
Mr. de Bouville Generality of Orleans 607165 I699 
Mr. de Miromeſnil Generality of Tours 1069616 1698 
Mr. de Nointel 7 Bretagne 1655000 1698 | 
Meſſieurs de Foucault de) INTE 
Vang ke neee , e. 
mereu. Picardy £19500 | 
Mr, Bignon. $ ANGE 211867 5 * | 
* © <=" ah gs &2 Flemiſh Flanders 1588365 | 
Mr. de Bagnols I Walloon Flanders 337955 1698 
g | 
Mr. de Bernieres | Haynault 85449 1698 
Mr. de Conteſt The three Biſhopricks 156559 | 
Mr. Larcher began it,) | Champagne, compre- | 
and Mr. de Pomerese , bending the Sovereign- 
finiſh'd it ty of Sedan, of Rau- | | | 
3 court, Chateaure- | 
nault f the Dutchy of | | | 
Bouillon, hat the > 6912 1598 
| French have in Lux- 1255 * | 
| embourg ; the Pro- | | 
voſties of Stenay,Ja- | | 
mets, Dun, and the ö 
| County of Clermont.) | i | 
Mr. Sanſon | The Generality of Soifſon. | 611004 1698 
Mr. Ferrand | Burgundy, comprebend-) | | 
ing Breſſe, Bugey, 6670 | 
and the Country of 199312 * 
Geix. p | 
| Pay Lyon 73 3630000 | 
Mr. de la Fond e | The County of Burgun-7 | 
. Harouis 5 d > | ; 8 
Mr. de la Grange Alſace 245000 1697 
| | Mr. le Bouchu Dauphiny 543585 1698 
Ar. le Bret Provence 639895 { 1709 | 
Ar. de Baſville - Languedoc 1441000 1698 
Out of the late Rouſſe- 55 | | 
lot Vine of 0 | | j 
Fortifucations, and 0 | | 
the Grand Viettet Houſſllon | 0309 | 
the Biſhoprick of Elne,\ | | 
at Perpignan | | | 
Mr. d Ormeſſon Auvergne 1357068 1697] 
Mr. de Beſons The Generality of Bour- i : | 
| deaux, angel | 
the County of Bigore, 8 | 
Mont Marſan, the{ 1482304 1698 
* Pais de Labour, and A 
de Soule _ | 
Mr. Guyet penn and LOS an | 241094 1698 | 
7. le end Generality 0 On- 1 1 
A | 1 . F 5 7 of 788600 1699 | 
Mr. de la Bourdonaye | Generality of Limoges 585000 1698 
Mr. Begon Generality of Rochelle | 360000 1698 | 
Mr. de Maupeou The Generality of Poiteres' | 612621 1698 | 
Mr. d Argouges The Generality of Moulins | 324332 1693 
PN" — | — — we | - — 
| Total- | 19094146 


The General Total of all Ages and Sexes, is Nineteen Millions, Ninety 

Four Thouſand, a Hundred and Forty Six ; which divided by Thirty Thou- 

ſand, gives Six Hundred and Thirty Six Perſons for each ſquare League of 
1 | } | 


the whole Extent of France. 


— 


— — 
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Here is Matter of Aſtoniſpment to thoſe 
who believe that France is ſo depoulated; and 
which would mightily ſurprize the famous 
Volſius, were he alive, for having written that 
there were not above five Million of Souls in 
it. The oldeſt of all theſe Rolls or Liſts, are 
thoſe of Burgundy and Alſace; and it is not a- 
bove twelve or fourteen Years ſince they were 
taken. That of Pars, about ten, and the reſt 
are no older than the beginning of this Cen- 
tury, and were made by the Intendants of the 
Provinces, in purſuance of the Orders they 
had receiv'd from the Court; and therefore it 
may be ſuppoſed they were done with Care 
and Exactneſs. I canot however believe that 
the Number of the Inhabitants of Para is ſo 
great as it is made; nor that the City contains 
almoſt as many Souls as its Generality does ; 
which is one of the largeſt in all the Kingdom, 
and which contains a great many Towns and 
Villages, in a well-peopfd Country ; and 
therefore there is reaſon to think chat there has 
been a Miſtake in this Caſe, as well as in ſome 
other Generalities: For Jobſerve in ſome of them 
double che Number of Inhabitants that there is 
in the Generality of Pari. I am bound to believe, 
however, that thoſe who made the Rolls have 
-is'd their utmoſt Endeavours and Exactneſs. 
If we ſuppole that there are in Pari four and 
twenty thouſand Houſes, including the Suburbs, 
as ſome will have it, according to the Liſt, there 
muſt be ailow'd thirty Perſons to each Houle, 


great and ſmall. And if inſtead of four and 
twenty, there are thirty thouſand Houſes, ac- 
cording to others, then to make up the number 
of Souls, there muſt be twenty four Perſons to 
very Houſe, one with another. But I cannot 

I | 011 HILL 199% believe, 


. 
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believe, notwithiſtandang the greatneſ of this 
City, that it is ſo populous. 

It: were. to be-wiſh'd that the King would 
pleaſe to inform himſelf. better in this matter, 


1 ale an exett d ordering an exact Review | 


Review Tear 5 of at — made every Lear, which 
the Fe 2 in the might be drawn out on Ta- 
* ng dom, MET 1 bles, as we ſhall afterwards 
Cleaner. Js ew. ar ern ur tnight 
„ 1. The Increaſeand Decreaſe of the People, 
and the Cauſes of it. 4 1 
2. The General — Particular Accidents 
which happen to them, from time th time. 
The infinite Number of L Diſtin&ions 
which are introdnc'd among them, and the ill 
Conſequences of thoſe; and the umber of 
each Rank and Condition of the People. 
1 Of whom the Body of the Cler were 
compoſed; \ how many Cardinals, Arch-Bi- 
Mops, Biſhops, Abbots, Regular and "Commen- 
datary, and other leſſer —— Perſons, Se- 
cular and Regular, there were, in his Majeſty's 
Nomination „and what is their Revenue. 
5. The different Dignities of Churches and 


pee the Number of Canons that com- 


oſe them, and generally all che beneficed 

erſons ſerving in all the Cathedral and Col- 
legiate Churches of the Role” and their 
Anne 2 . 

-6: The Number of all "ey Praiſh-Churches, 
— Vicars, Prieſts, and other Eccleſi- 
iaſticks who ſerve in thoſe e ne their Re- 
Tenues, and in what they conſiſt. 

7. What regular Abbies there are, and what 
Ordctpoſieſs them; the Number of the Reli- 
gious of both. Sexes that are entertain d in 
them, and their Difference. 8. How 


* 1 So w 


\Rorar TVYVTHR. 131 

8. How many Communities of Mendicants 

mere are, and the Number of the Religious 

in each; and, in ſhort, all thoſe who make up 
the Bocleſiaſtical ee 

9. The whole Body: of the Nobiliry, with 

all theis diffcrensDiflinRtions,! from rde m_ 


10. The — of the Robe am all whe 
live. by the Practice of the Law, according: to 


all their different Degrees and Dignities. 


x. All forts of Manufactures, andthe Num- 
ber of thoſe who occupy. them. 
12. the Number of the new Converts, and of 
thoſe who perſiſt in their Errou. 
3. The Lut heran, if there be any in wo 
Kigdom ;..the Feuus and thoſe of other. Reli- 
ions. W 
14. The Strangers, anther in ſhort, all who 
are worth particular Notice; 0 4 
15, All en Places, where: there are 
conſtant Garriſous; or where tliere are not. 
16, All Publick c Buildings of any note. In 
ſhort, every thing that is remarkable, or de- 
ſerves to be taken notice aof in che Kingdom. | 
It will not be neceſſary to make an Enquiry 
into the State of the Nrovinces every Tear, as 
has been done in the laſt place, but only a 
— f of the People, und the other oniy 
f ten Years. And for this Review or 
kee of the People, it may be done by 
a 4 For alary in manner of. a Table, at the End 
A. which may be: fubjoyned ſome ſhort and 
uceinct Remarks on tuck Matters as relate to 
this Review. And as for the Enquiry into the 
State and Condition of the Provinces, I would 
are reren e atter the Model of 
a - LIBS 43 the 
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the Memoirs of Monſ. de Baſvill and Monſ. de 
Bouchn, which are both well done, or any o- 
ther ofichat kinl dd 2 
The Cbineſe, by the Relation of Father le Conte, 
the Jeſuit, and others who have written on 
that Subject, obſerve a very eaſie and orderl: 
Method for taking Liſts of their People; whic 
may be uſed in correcting or adding to the For- 


mularies we have een ſpeaking of, according 


as we find it for our purpoſe. There might 
Liſts/ be mnde likewiſe of the Numbers and 
Kinds of Cattle, but however that might have 
its Uſe, yet it is not neceſſary. It is certain 


that theſe Methods would be of great Advan- 


tage andiConveniency for the King, if it were 
no more but know every Lear the Increaſe or 
Decreaſe of his People, whether there were more 
er fewer Clergy-men, Monks, or any other 


Religious Orders of both Sexes, which ſwarm 


over the Face of the whole Kingdom; the too 


great or too ſmall Number of the Nobility, 


and of all other Ranks and Degrees, and Con- 
ditions of People, according to which, he might 
put a Stop to the Increaſe of ſome, and endlea- 
vour the Augmentation of others. 


Moreover, though Funce, as it ſeems, has no 


leſs than nineteen Millions, and ninety four 
thouſand Inhabitants, yet it may ſafely be a- 


verr da that conſidering its Extent and natu- 
ral Fertility, it could eaſily maintain, by its 
own; proper Produce, no leſs than three and 


twenty Millions, and perhaps even five and 
twenty, and abcve; as may be prov'd by the 
Detail of a Square League, which ſhall be put 
at the end of this Paragraph. It is likewiſe 
true, that the Number of Women and Girls, 
in that Square League, exceeds that of the _ 

| an 
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and Boys by a tenth Part : and that there are 
almoſt as many old Men, and. Children, diſ- 
abled and infirm People, and Beggars, and 
thoſe who are abſolutely. ruin d, 45 there are of 
Men fit to work, or to go into the Army: Famine 
and Deſertion having carry'd off many of them. 
Add to all this, thar fince the firſt Lifts were 
made, out of which we have taken theſe Ab- 
ſtracts, the Number of the People is not en- 
creas d, but on the contrary much diminiſh'd : 

reat Numbers having leſt the Kingdom, part- 

y upon the Account of this preſent War, in 
which the Spaniſh Succeſſion has engag'd us, 
and partly by the ſecret and continual Eſcaping 
of the new Converts, by which, and making 
Allowances for the Miſtakes of the firſt Liſts 
that were taken, we may reckon that the Num- 
ber of the People falls ſnort by between four 

and five hundred thouſand Souls. Wherefore, 
let that be as it will, we will only go upon the 
Suppoſition of five hundred and fifty Perſons 
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1. B two high Roads, fix and 
thirty Feet broad each, and ſeven 25 21 
hundred Perches long, is | 

2. By four other Roads of eigh- 50 
teen Feet broad, and ſeven hundred 25 21 
Perches long — 

. By a River of eight hundred 
perches long, and two broad 
4. By three Rivulets of four hun- 
dred 1 7 the Courſe ↄf each, o6 oo 
and half 4 Perch in breadt —— | 
Total 72 42 

Brought 
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Brough A. Per. 
g rou 11 7 42 a 
B Ponds and Mariſhes, to 
* = eee 1% 15 o 
6. By two torte our undred 
perches long, Hedges of ff re Foot 
broad . — 
7. The Church and Church: yard, 
and 7 he 8 N ane it = EF 
e Groun ouſes and 
Garde — — — 2 7 250 40¹ 
. Waſte Work b tom Commons 236 0 
10. 8 8 
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5 two High Ways can yield nothing un- 
1 1 it be hy the Trees thut ane Plant- 


on each ſi hs of. them, and the/ Cattle that 

eats te Graſs that grows about them. Theſe 
Trees are either Frnit-Trees, or Oaks, or Elms, 
1 COP rs. - according. to the Quſtom of the 


- « The firſt hy their Fruit, the other 


by Felling, Which is once in Fifty. Lear, may 


ield a coffiderable Income; but we ſhall rec- 
Kon nothing on; that, but leave that Produce 
| For keeping in repair the High-Ways, and o- 


cher Publick Works in che Counts... x 


The four little Roads, making to- 
gether in length, twice as much as 
the great Roads, there may be at leaſt. ,, 
as many Trees Planted on them,which 
might yield likewiſe a confiderable 
Income, but they are charged to 
The Banks and Borders of Waters, 
which are uſually Planted with Trees, Hos 
might produce conſiderably, but we : 


leave that for the aboveſaid uſe. 
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* Plan:ing them at Twelve Foot diſtance one from 


another there will be room for 4666. 
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We ſhall ſay nothing of the Fiſhing of Ri- 
Vers, SAL or Ponds, * che 9 
into the Second Fu nd.” 


The Tedges abb affords reat 
deal of I "5 gots and Bruſhes 19 the 2 
uſe of the e And the reat 
TINS 5 er 4 ere . there in 
es might conſi erabl but 
hats we let 80 with the reſt.” 60 
The Groind+for the Church, And 7 
Church-yard. "Oy 
The Ground for Houſes and ( by 


dens might be ſuppoſed to produce 
Fruits, Herbs and Pulſe, to à conſi-\. 
derable Value, and afford Food tor(- 
Beaſts and Foul, but ve e no-\. 
thing. 9 Kk 


We ſh all fa y coking $ hete abi Son dn 
nor of Mills for aper, Forges, Mi ling” 
of Cloa r beating of Re be Bark, 
Saw-Mills, Powder: 
make a part b bf the _ Fupd. F 
1d Waſte Grounds and chmod * 
roduce nothifig but Paſture, 
= arrens, Woode or Briars, which 
we do not reckon upon. 
Of the Six Hundred Arpens of wood, 


we ſhall leave Two Hundred to grow. | ..... = 


up to tall Trees, to be employed for 
the Neceſſary for 'Uſes of Publick | 
and N. . Buildin ng. and we 
will allow only Four Hundred for 
Coppice- Wood, to make "pitt a 


The iageon- klouſes . þ 15 I | 
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lar of Twenty A ff « 
rol will y iel. e - 
Eight and GR LS Load the Aren; 


which will make Two 3 > £52 « 


and Mandl 1 des, with - 
me ſuppoſe he” 12 0 inc ots, 
Cutting to be. C harcoal . 5 Br * elels | 
but once in 20 Wood. The, Corde be- 
Tears. ing valued at Four Li-] . 
| ores the common Price, 


in our Ca ntry, this. Article will | 
Three Hundre Arpens 0 of Vineyard, 


rated at Four Hogſheads * every Vint-j _ 
age, one with another, the 45 7 f 
will be Twelve Hundred Hogſh eads ; 


which valued at 11 Livres Rog will 
make the Sum of 13200 J. But conſi- 
dering that the Charges of the Vint- 
age, and making the Wines may take 
away. half of the value, we ſhal only 


Five Hundred Arpens of Meadow,” | 
85 Two: Loads of Hay the Arpen, will, 
a Thouſand bw * which att 
Five Livres à Load, - 
* after r 
which makes Two Fares 
— A Fiſry Loaks, i ———= — 
Toa 8715975 | 
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® The Paris lbs contain: „288 e of puck 


Meaſure, equivalent to two Fuillet's I44-Pints cacby 
of whith Pines * be was the Lee. 
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Brought over 1 3970 
The ae Land, divided i into three! 
parts, ewe of which [THI'd, * the o-“ 
ther not. Thoſe which are Till d and | 
Sowed, one with Wheat, the other} 
with Barley and Oats; each of thoſe bc: 
parts. making Nine Hundred and "Two |. 
Arpens ; of which that Sowed with 12624). 
Whea eat; at 601 C Septiers, will yield, as E £15175 
it is uſually reckon'd, 34 for one, the 
Seed f which will nega. [ 
bove 2194 Septiers, more or leſs; which 20 ao 7” 


_ valued one Year with another at 6-4, 
the, Septier, will give 3 
The Eight Hundred 4 Sowed OS ot 
wich Barley and Oats, and yielding a 
Grop equal to the former; will pro-$ 80008. 
duce Two Thouſand Septiers ; which“ 
valued at 4 hiv. Will be 
A Hundred and Two Arpers of} 
| Peaſe, Beans Beans and Hemp, valued at 1130 
15 lu. the Anen, i — * 
" Toral: or tne Produce & the ſquare, 61 
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— farts * to ; find the "A of Vine- 
yards rais d higher than that of Meadows, which are ge- 
neraly reetm d to yield moſt, and with the leaſt Charges ; 
but I have dont it upon repeated Tryal ; and beſides, I do 
Suppoſe the "Meadows 10 be but indifferent good, to give 4 
mare certain and evident Proof of the Ge of this 
; Mo We have put the Increaſe of the Corn upon the loweſt 
Foo; for there ij hardly any Tilled Land, that will not 
yield Four for One ; and ehere is 6 great of Land in mm 
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But let us reduce this Product to Thirty Five 


Thouſand, for to have good Meaſure, and 
make 1 for Inſolyencies, which is cer: 


out of the 


Sale of Woods and Foreſts belonging. to the 
Ring; the Duties on Tabacgo, Go e, Tea, 

Thocolate, Stampt Paper; on Powder and 
Salt. Petre: The Poſt- Offices regulated, and 
the Poſtage diminiſſi d, and put upon the Foot 
they were before Mr. de Lowes, and accord- 
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that yields ordinarily 10, 12, or 15 for one. But in 

ſuch a Syſtem as this, it was thought beſt to reckon: upon 

. 41 indifferent Land, the. better to fix the Geuera 
Toquete Os 
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ing to the Precautions we have already propo- 
ſed e The Fines, Strays, Confiſcations, &r. 
it would be found, That the King might eaſily 


raiſe a Revenue of a hundred Millions, and 


more; which would be ſo eaſie, as not ſenſibly 
to incommode any one. But if His Majeſty's 
Affairs ſhould at at any time oblige him to a 
greater. Expence, he might raiſe the ROYAL 
Ty Tx, the Salt, and the Tythe of the In- 
duſtry, but not the Fixt Revenue, which ought 
never to ſuffer the leaſt Alteration. For Example, 
from the 207h tothe 18th, from the 18 to the 16th, 
from the 165% to the 14th from the 14 to the 
1zeb; from the 12th to loth, which is the higeſt 


Point itcan be ſcrewed to. I repeat this often, 


becauſe it cannot be repeated too often. The 
Tythe being thus high, every one may live, 


but carry it higher, and the poorer fore; rhuſt 


ſink under it:'' And why ſhould it be ſeręw'd 
higher? And whit oceaſion can there poſſibly 
be for à Revenue of above 2 Hundred and 
Eighty Millions. If the Revenue be in th 

Hands of Prudent and Faithful Men, ther 2 
will be more than enough to ſupply all the 
Exigencies of the Government, let chem be 
well. perplex themſelves, ſqueeze the People, 
and ruine all the Funds in the Nation, but 
ſhall never be able to ſatisfie the inſatiable A- 
varice of thoſe, who have the Inſolence to 
fatten themſelves on the Blood of the People. 
All that has hitherto been ſaid, ſexves as a De- 
monſtrati ve Argunient to prove, that the Ro Y- 
al Tru, in the manner we we have pro- 
poſed it, is an infallible way to make the King 
and the Government Rich, without Ruining 
rn an Rode, oomiitilde a ic 
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It remains now to enquire how many per 
ſors 2 Square League will maintain upon its 
own Growth; and according to it to make an 
Eſtimate of ey whole Kingdom ; without be- 
ing” obliged 20: have recourſs 15 Foreign 

R ein ene 
We have tai als , eo a Canade League 
wilt yield 2194 5 ready, good Corn: And if 
we add to that a fourth Part of Barley, there 
will be 2630 Septiers. © We reckon that each 
Perſon will conſume about three Seprierr in a 
Year. It is true, the old Men above Fifty, 
the Children under Ten, and thoſe ho eat 
Meat and drink Wine, eat leſs Bread; but be- 
Gdes theſe, there are few that conſume leſs than 
three Septiers of Corn, Paris! Meaſure; or ra- 
ther more, one ear with another 
then we divide 2630 8 tiers. by three, 

chere will come 876 Perſons: But let us allow 
enty ſix for the Fowls; Dogs, Cats, Rats, 
Net the other Creatures tame ànd wild: And 
if we reduce the number to 850 Perſons in the 
Square League, it will be found, that if the 
whole Extent of France contains Thirty Thou- 
ſand ſuch Leagues, it may eaſily maintain, 
upon its own: Growth, Five and Twenty 3 
lions, and Five Hundred Thouſand Souls. 
Number _ far above what It! vr a 
projet: UT OE 030%; eon 

All the an Inſtances — Bopickswe 
have hitherto produced being ſo many Unde- 
niable and Demonſtrative Peook of the Worth 
and Excellency of this Syſtem: of a ROYAL 
TVYTu E, and of the Real and Effectual Ad- 
vantages that ma reaſonably be hoped from 
it, they are no leſs ſuch for the Neecdity/ 0 5 


its Eftabliſhment, as we have aſx: | 
in another Place. | 5 : 41 P. 
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T were great agen in me to pretend 
that this Scheme will be generally appro- 
ved. Too many are intereſted for me to 


diſlike it, becauſe they enjoy a Total Exe 


tion, both for their ry and Poſl:ſkons, 


and becauſe this Syſtem ſuffers none of whar- 
ever Nature they be. Others again will rail 
at it, becauſe it deprives them of the Means 
of enriching chemfel ves by robbing the Pub- 
lick; and others, becauſe it will leſſen the E- 
Rice! char others: have for them, by either 
Totally ſuppreſſing their Employments, or 
making them worthwery little. All which we 
ſhall handle in order. One ought not there- 
2 to be ſurpriz d, if the T rape Cen- 
re, Malice can contrive, be let looſe upon 
: But 1 am reſolved to be eaſie, and — — 
Spite do its worſt, When à Great King has 
Juſtice one his:ſide; attended by the evident 
SGoochof his Rebple, and Two. Hundred Thou- 
fand Men in Arn to ſupport it, the renten 
Oppotition willbe no ways formidable. 
1. Among thoſe: who will leaſt approve it, 
mou male dt. ner lg GY to have it 4 
R eee * to Wo <4 wi whis jecte 
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chink it will pleaſe every Body. Some will 
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164 4A Feger fa a 
jected, will be, the Gentlemen concerned in 
the Revenues ; becauſe there being no further 
 oceaſion for fo many Farmers, nor of any ex- 
traordinary Affairs (as they are call'd) or Ex- 
traordinary, Occaſions for, and ns of, rai- 
ſing Money, there will be. no need of ſo ma- 
ny Directors of the Finances; and even thoſe 
Who continue in their Employments under 9 
irection of the Controuler-General, will 
not have many great Matters to diſcuſs; which 
is one great Advantage to the Nation in Ge- 
eig mf 
2. The General Farmers will likewiſe be Rr 
from approving it, becauſe, that not bnly : 


* 


Publick Farms will be reduced to à very ſmall 


number, but alſo becauſe there will not ſo 
great Emolument attend thoſe that remain, 
and that they will be more clear and diſin- 
tangled than they have been formerly: which 
will deprive thoſe Gentlemen of the Means 
tb have hitherro had of Feathering their 
b 8 HEH PV O1D39 e609 Dt...) 
1251s The Collectors and others, who deal in 


the Publick Monies, will be the moſt diſpleaſed, 


becauſe their Gains will be entirely cut off; 
And therefore they chiefly will flie in the Face 
1 88 5 ay Sk = 5 5 
4. The Clergy. will not be altogether ſatis- 
| he with it neither, becauſe: the King, paying 

-himſelf in his own hand, Will have no. occaſt- 
on for Aſſembling of them, and asking Sup- 
plies of them, no more than of any other Bo- 
dy of his Subjects: The ROT AI TTT RHI 
affecting all Rents and Incomes, theirs muſt 


be as liable to it as the reſt. This perhaps 


may vex thoſe of the higher Ranks among 
them, but the reſt will be very well farisfied ; 


becauſe 
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becauſe, that inſtead of opening their Pur- 

ſes to ſupply the King's Occaſions, their Con- 

tribution will be raiſed out of their Tythes. 

Beſides, a due Proportion being obſeryed in 

what they pay, it will not be in the Power 

of the Higher Clergy to pay rhe King out 

out of the Lower's Pockets; which is what 
has been always complain'd of, and is to this 

... „ FT 

F L *The Nobility, who ſeldom are the beſt 
Judges of what is beſt for them, will find 

fault likewiſe ; but I have no other Anſwer for 

them, than what may be ſeen ar the begin- 

ning of theſe Memoirs. If they will be rea- 

fonable, they will find underwritten what 


* F 
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Bo The Nobility in thoſe Parts where the Poll. Tam 6 
in uſe, pay it by their Farmers, and all other Duties, 
acoording to the Conſumption they make. They are often 
plagued: with Searchers and Enquiries, and with extraor- 
dinary Impoſitions. They are Subject to the Arriere:Ban, 
or to Taxes that are Equivalent. If they were diſchar- 

ged of all thoſe burthenſome Impoſitions, and treated ac- 
cording to the following Articles, it is eertain they would 
be conſiderable Gainers by the Eſtabliſhment of the Royal 

Tythe; becauſe there would be no more noiſe about Taxes 
or Aids, nor would they be obliged to buy the Salt at ſo 
dear a Rate ; nor would they be Sulject to many other 

 Impoſitions upon all the Necefſaries of Life, nor upon 
their Clouths and Houſpold Furniture, which they conſume 
far above what the Plebeians do, and ralſe the Prices to 
near double the Kalue of the Goods, Inſomuch, that if 
the Matter was narrowly enquired into, it would be found 
that the Nobility was no leſs Subje# to Impeſitions than 
the Peaſants, and that they are liable to a great many 
Duties they know nothing of. L 
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what may ſatisfie them; and the rather, be- 


cauſe the hurt they receive is only imagina- 
ry, and the Benefit real. For by this Method 


their Rents will increaſe, and the Value of 
their Lands will riſe in Proportion, when 


they gomè to be better cultivated and improved, 
and when the Conſumption of their Produce is 


much greater than it has ever been. 


6. Thoſe who are Exempted by their Offi- 
ces, whether Anciently or lately. Eſtabliſh'd, 


will have the greateſt appearance of Reaſon to 
complain ; becauſe the RoTAL TyYTHE 


will for ever extinguiſh and ſuppreſs thoſe Ex- 
emptions.;; which they bought very dear. But 
this Tyche being of the greateſt Advantage to 
the Nation, and furniſhing the largeſt Reve- 
nue. t the King, will afford Means for reim- 
burſing thoſe Perſons whoſe Offices and Em- 
ployments will be no more neceſſary.” _ 

J. The Gentlemen of the Long Robe will, 
tis like, join in with the reſt of the Complain- 
ers, becauſe. this ROW ALX T ITE E affects 
their Emoluments, as well as thoſe of others; 
but the Principles upon which this Syſtem is 


Founded, ought to ſatisſie them eſpecially, be- 


cauſe, they are as the Soul of the Laws, to 
ſpeak ſo, of which they being the Interpre- 
ters,” ought likewiſe to be Guarrantees of their 
Execution. bY 94 N 5 . n 

8. The Aſſeſſors and Receivers of the Taxes 
will likewiſe have tfleir Objections againſt it; 
becauſe it will rob them of many a ſweet 
ern th $3 (905; „„ Morſel, 
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Privileges that may be Granted to the Nolility in 
recompence for the ROYAL TYTHE, 1 
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Morſel, and of a great deal of Credit; but b 
reimburſing by degrees the Charges « of thoſe 
for whom there is no f furcher occaſion, and pay- 
ing others their Sallaries, they will hays 1 
juſt Reaſon to grumble. 

9. The Body of the People perhaps will cry 
out againſt it at firſt, being apt to boggle at a- 
ny thing that looks like Innovation; but their 
Fright will be quickly over, ſo. ſoon, as they 
ſhall evidentl ſee, that this Alteration has 
nothing elſe for its Principle Aim and Object 
but to make them more eaſie and happy then 
ever they have been hitherto. 

10. All thoſe in ſhort who love to fin in 
9 Water, and to enrich themſelves at 
the Charges of the King and Publick, will 
be far from approving a Syſtem which leaves 
no room fox Corrupt Practices, and which will 
pull up by the Root all thoſe Villanies and 
Tricks which are daily practis'd over all the 
Kingdom in levying the Publick Monies. 
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I. „A from the Arceg-Ban, which x 1 4 ven 
heavy Charge upon them. _ 
1 2. Gent tion ef their Orchards Gardens, and, Back 
ards. „„ 
3. That they only be * 10 card ET he . 
Arms, as the Officers and others. of the Army do. 
4. Permiſſion to Families that are low, to Trade in 
\ Hrholeſele, . as 15 practiſed in England, and wars be 
the Farmers of the. ROYAL TTT. az 
LY Exemption from Quartering of Soldiers. . er 
6. That none elſe but they be Domeſtick⸗ of the 
King 4 Family, i in Quality eee, From ebe eg 


to the greateſt Officer. 
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To conclude, there is no Approbation of 
this Scheme to be expected, but from Men of 
true Worth and Honour, perfectly diſintereſted 
and of ſound Underſtanding; becauſe it ſets 
it ſelf in oppoſirion to- the Covetouſneſs and 
Avarice of all others. 

But there is no other An er to be: given to 
thoſe Cemplainers, but to ſend them to thoſe 
Maxims we have laid down at the beginning 
of theſe Memoirs which are the Foundation 
of this Scheme, and to which they -muſt ne- 
ceſſarily agree: That is, the natural Obliga- 
tion that lies upon all the py of an xe tos State, 
bf what*Rank or Condition ſoever t be, 
Fo comtrabute to the Support of it, in Propordon to 
their Rents, or-the Produce of their Induſtry, 
from which none of em can reaſonably plead 
Exemption, all Privileges that tend to exempt 
18 one from this COSI > being un 10 
= & 10 7 2 . An 
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| .. As 1 alh of the Queen's ; of the King s ; Children of 
ah . e eee — 
8. Al the Officers Y the Kings Guards, Light Hoſs 
Gens d' Armes, and Maſque tiers. ; 
9. Alſo thoſe of the F Nh Guards. 


10. l the "Gentlemen of the Guard du Corps, the 


'Gens d' Armes, «nd the Light Horſe, _ 
11. All che Officers of the Gens d' Armorie. 
12, All the Officers. of the old Tenge . ff the: Groen, 
preferable to others, © © 
- 23. All the” Kings Cocil i in the B and 
Superiour-C oute, i. e. The firſt Preſident, the Advocates, 
the Attornies General, wheſe Offices muſt be exempted. 
14. To Appropriate to the Nobility,” preferably fo al 
| _ all — in Tu Ning s e above 6000 
vres. 
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and Abuſive, for if Men are reaſonable they, 
will be ſatisñ d; and if they are not, they dent 
deſerve : to be regarded: Since it is not juſt, 
that the whole Body ſhou d ſuffer, that ſome of 
its Members may live in great Plenty. 

We come now to the Objections. Since the 


#23 5 


to it; ſome have recourſe to a pretended Im- 
poſlibility ; which being well examin'd. will 
FFP / A ed on, 
_ Theſe Objections may be reduc d to four; 
The Firſt is, about Barns to hold the Tythe of 
the Fruits of the Ground: And here they pretend 
that it will require immenſe Sums to build them. 
The Second, That there will be no body found 
to Farm them. The Third, That if there 


cou d be ſuch found, they cou'd not give Se- 


curity. And the Fourth, that the King has 


occaſion for ready Money, and that it will 


be long before the Tyche can yield it. 
Theſe Objections: have been Anſwer'd al- 


ready, when we were treating of the Fir 
Fund of the RO TAL. TYyTus, in ſuch a 


manner, as leaves no room for à Reply. It 
has been ſhown already that in more than one 


half of France, they make no uſt of Barns to 


hold their Corn: And it has been made ap- 

#4 4.4.4 — , i #3. . hk $2 © a L's . 
pear, by an exact Computation, that in Nor- 
mandy and elſewnere, where Barns are uſcd, and 
where the King's Farmers can't find them with, 
that eaſe, that the Churches Farmers do, 
a Sum, not excceding a Thouſand or "Twelve 
Hundred Livres will be more than ſufficient to 
build a Barn able to hold the Tythe of two. 
Thouſand Livres 81 at leaſt: And that che 
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Benefit the People wou'd receive by this Me- 


thod of raiſin xd Tax; 9 — wou'd always 


have a Batura 0 n to the Produce of 


& * 


Menz or by + we > Difference of Tes; z 0d 
Which wou'd free them at once, from all the 


preflions and Villanies, which they ſuffer 
from the Collectors and Receivers of Taxes 
and their Agents, and likewiſe from all the 
Miſeries they undergo by the uſual 5 1 | 


of raiſing the Aids; wou'd abundanfl y recom- 


penſe the expence of the Barns; bets 7: might 


be advanced by the Farmers of the 'Tythes, and 


recovered from the Parifhes, e the 
ſix or nine Years of tlie firft Teig nt fi 
ofe "who have 'the Great 'Tythes- of the 


Church, never wualft Farmiers with” good Se- 
curity to Farm their 'Tythes, and ho even 


chem Monthly by Avance ; I cant be 
his ht that the King will want luch; And as 
to — laſt Objection. which ſeems; to be the 


moſt plauſible, we Have fold already that the 


Tax is not paid commonly” f in leſs chan ſixteen 
Months,4tid that there arè a great many Inſol- 
vents. And that tlie Experience we have 
of what is tranſacted betwixt thoſe who Have 
the Great Tythes of the Church and their 


| 1 is a att hp ths that af "King, 


ght have 
to his 


Caffen "in Ichi or r en Montt * moſt, 


withobt any Inſolvencies. It is true, there ae ; 


ſome Paris in the Kingdom where aney be- 
ing ſcarce, the Sa the Frul 1 
Ground is not alw e dit ih 
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it ſelf, which cannot be done without the Sale 
of the Produce of the Ground. And there- 
fore if AIT Torts of People WHO Were able to 
pay were allowed to bid at the Sale, ſuch as 
Parſons, rich Burghers, and even Gentlemen, 
if that cou'd be Lone Fit ut derogating from 
their Quality, and if all thoſe might ſell them 
at an honeſt Profit, the RoràI Ixus might be 
quickly fold off; and if once a Farmer of the 
Tythe was but in a Condition to pay a Year 
or two fer Advance, he could not fail 59 
Rich. And ſo this Difficuſty vaniſhes.” 
Moreover, the Roval PyTuE will: have this 
further Advantage, that in time there will bea 
great many little Magazines of Corn inthe 
Pariſhes; ' which will be much for the Euſe 
and Comfort of the People in dear Years, und 
be a mighty Advantage tothe Proprietors. 
This was the Method the Roman took, not 
only in the Time of the Common-Wealth, but 
even while they were Govern'd by Emperors. 

The Subſidies that were levied upon the Peo- 
ple, conſiſted chiefly in the Tythe of the 
Product of the Ground, without any Diſtin- 
ction not even Exempting the Lands, belong- 
ing to the Church: And they made an EX&- 
cellent uſe of that Product of the Grotind, 
both for the Suſtenance of their Armies; and 
the Maintenance of the People; to whom 
there were Diſtributions made ar a certain 
Price, in the time of Dearth. It is plain b. 
our Hiſtory, that the Kings of the Firſt and 
Second Race, and even ſome of the Third, 
did take che ſame evurſe; till ſuch time as 
they did intirely diſchargè the Church from 
the Tythes they uſed to pay. (924.3 po Pare i” 
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an Account of i th 


who enjoy an Ex- 
een from the Tax, the Taillon, (or 
lefler Tax for Subſiſtance of the Gens ] Armes) 
the Quartering and Lodging Soldiers, and o- 
ther Charges, both as to their Perſons and 
their Goods; and who procure the ſame fa- 
vour to others, by their . or Autho- 
TAP rb! W141 nel offs . . 


eise N01 00) >” 


I. 
"All * Lands bofleſed by | the! Khmer the 


Queen,theDauphin, the 'King 8 Shildren and che 


Princes of the Blood, as particular Lordſhips 
As likewiſe thoſe belonging to their chief Of- 
fficers, and Houſhold Servants ; Who, accor- 


ding to this Scheme, cannot, by any Extra- 


ordinary Privilege, be protected, but muſt 
be liable, as well as others, to pay their N- 
1 of me: ROYAL Tru. 1 Jared 
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The Lands: Gelatin ing to ** Miniſters nd 
Secretaries of doe their r oo 
cretaries, G “. | 2 
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III. 
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III. 

All thoſe who have their Table in the King's 
Houſe; the Gen, d Armes, Light-Horſe, | Guard 
du Corps „ the Horſe Granadiers, Cc. and 
all other Officers Civil and Military; be- 
longing to the 0 bee e or ton » Thoſe of 
his Children. D 10 


TV. 

Al en of the firſt Rank, as, Car- 
dinals, Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Abbots, Com- 
mendatory; their Officers, and ſuch as they 
— likewiſe/ thoſe of of:--alidC) Second OF 


Pork” i 1 143; 4 * 11 2 of, v7 . _w tl 


V. 

The ſeveral Orders of Knights, viz. of the 
Holy Ghoſt, of W of Sor n 8 of 
St. E 17 WA . 01 
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All the Nobility of the Kingdom, wiz. The 
Princes, Dukes and Peers, Marſhalsſof Fance, 
1775 ee ern. and. 9 Gentle- 
men. 1 H ck, 2811 ry 23133 

; "Ra Ori tun Ki 

| VIL | | 

The Great Officers of the Robe, wiz. The 
Chancellor, the Counſellors of State, the Ma- 
ſters of Requeſts, ahid alb thoſe who compoſe 
the King's Councils: The Preſidents, Coun- 
ſellors, the Chevalier sd Honneyr; the Attor- 
neys and Sollicitors General of the Parliaments, 
and Superiour Courts, the Chambers of Ac- 
counts, and Courts of I and 8 81 Offices of 
177 Treaſurers of Frau-. "y I. 
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T will not be imp e 40 | fubjoin 
an Account of! thoſe who enjoy an Ex- 
i emption from the Tax, the Taillon, (or 
leſſer Tax for Subſiſtance of the Gens & Armes) 
the Quartering and Lodging Soldiers, and o- 
ther Charges, both as to their Perſons and 
their; Goods; and who procure the ſame fa- 
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I. 
"All bete Lands: ofſeld by che King, the 


Queen,theDauphingt the 'King Children, and the 


Princes of the Blood, as particular Lordſhips: 
As likewiſe thoſe belonging to their chief Of- 
thcers, and Houſhold Servants; Who, accor- 


ding to this Scheme, cannot, by any Extra- 


ordinary Privilege, be protected, but muſt 
be liable, as well as others, to pay cheir w- 
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| III. 

All thoſe who have their Table in the King's 
Houſe ; the Gen, d Armes, Light-Horſe, ns 
du Corps, the Horſe Granadiers, &c. and 
all other Officers Civil and Military; be- 


longing to the n age nne ore te thoſe of 
his Children. 0] 


IV. 
All Charchmen of the firſt Rank, as, Car- 
dinals, Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Abbats, Com- 
mendatory; their Officers, and ſuch as they 


protect, likewiſe Ne ? of ibn } —_— Or- 
der, EPO oi TICS Aft ee ofty 


1 „Fial. 
The ſeveral G of Knights, viz. of the 
Holy Ghoſt, of RIG: of Seen une ane of 
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All the Nobility of the Kingdom, viz. The 
Princes, Dukes and Peers, Maxſhals'dt: Fance, 
A on n and. bare Gentle- 
men. x 8A 9 7 ** 10Ilin 45 21 

ä 0 2775 01s 1170 * Bie | 
| VII. 

The Great Officers of the Robe, viz. The 
Chancellor, the Counſellors of: State, the Ma- 
ſters of Requeſts, and all thoſe who compoſe 
the King's Councils: The Preſidents, Coun- 
ſellors, the Chevalier s d Honneur, the Attor- 
neys and Sollicitors General of the Parliaments, 
and Superiour Courts, the Chambers of Ac- 
counts, and Courts of Mauren hh 1 ONE: of | 
the Treaſurers of Fraue 
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The Bailiff, Sceneſcals, Preſidentsand King's 


Council in W une aps e and e 


tures. - ö TDEUN 6 
* * % K 
* ++ oy , 
VI 124 Dale IX. 


„ Thee Intendants of the: rar ont halt Ge. 
cretaries and Delegates, and thoſe under their 


- Protection. 8 
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be Fg? the Flcaions, t the - <x | 


General o . Provinces, the Receivers of the 
Taxes, the Officers of the Water-Works and 


Forreſts, thoſe of the Salt-Granraies, and 


the 3 c 


| The 8 of Nee aa choſe. of 
| Places on the Frontiers, and the Chief Offi- 


cers (call'd Etats n of thoſe Places. 
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vice, who are not Gentlemen; the Officers 'of 
the Artillery, the Commiſſaries of Ms * a 
great many others of this Sort. 
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Several Offices and Laine 0 en 
che Neceſſity of the late Times has Oblig d us to 
n to the e ee of the e as 
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The an arid chan which are free, i 
the Pais 4 Etats, or Countries where they have 
the Privilege of Taxing themſelyes; the free 
58 Phone ted Towns, and many others in the 
ingom, » who pay y nothin towards the pub- 
lick" harges, WA 125 e ogg th on ref 
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I T0 1 XVII. Diese X75 
The Principal Farmers, and Ugder Fa arm- 

ers, of, the Firſt, Second, and 4, lc Order. 

1 1941 N 30 bY NVE 20 n ; 
Thoſe whoare al cha by Ie or Cun- 

ning; thoſe are they, who, either by Money 
or Preſents, of by the Intereſt of their Rela- 

don or Ot ther Piber get chemſelves ex- 


empted, either in Whole or in part, from the 


publick Charges. The Number of theſe is al- 
moſt Infinite. K Np 


TY. 


"pon all which, Gere may be aue very 


important Remarks made. 


E 1 „That the Weight of all the Duties from 
"thoſe above. inehrloft d ate exempted, 

fill neceſſarily on thoſe who are not exempr- 
who, Without doubt, are the moſt nu- 
merous, though the 1 pooreſt Part of the King- 
dom, and who confetoticly are threatned with 


utter) Ruin; ; wien nothing can prevent or w 5 | 
3 


157 A Projzecr, fr 
der, but the Eſtabliſhment of the Rorar 
TyruHae. | 


1 / 
. Secoudly, That thoſe who are exempted being 


the moſt conſiderable Part of the Kingdom for 
their Riches, tho' not for their Number, they 
not being the thouſandthPart of it, are poſſeſſed 
of almoſt all the Land Eſtates in the Klngdom; 
ſo that little remains to the other Part, but 
what they can get by their Induſtry and La- 
bour; under which I comprehend, Husban- 
dry, Vine-drefling, Feeding of Cattle, Com- 
merce, all Arts, Trades and Handycrafts, and 


* 
„ 
mY 
* 


all that is got by the Labour of Mens 


Hands. 5 1 3 
Tbirdly, That tho' all thoſe above- mention d 
are exempted from the Taxes of all Sorts, and 
from Quartering and Lodging of Soldiers, yet 
for the moſt Part they are not from the Salt, 
the Aids, the Tolls, the Capitation, nor from 
the Cuſtoms on Goods exported or imported 
into the Kingdom; neither from Poſtage, ex- 
cepting a few, nor from the Duties on Spice- 
ries, Sugar, Strong-waters, Tea, Coffee, Cho- 
colate, and Tabacco, and ſeveral other Goods 
and Commodities, though many have left no 
Stone unturn'd to procure an Exemption from 
thoſe likewiſe, and ſome, by Means and 
Ways, have obtain'd it. Now it is certain, 
that all theſe Perſons are concerned in Intereſt 
to take Care, that the ROYAL TxTEs be 
never. Eſtabliſhed ; becauſe, if it were, they 
would have no more e than others 
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whoſe Eaſe and Advantage it is propoſed, ha- 
ving no Acceſs to his Majeſty, to repreſent the 
Miſeries they groan under ; they muſt always 

be expoſed to the Avarice and Coyetouſneſs of 
others, always pinch'd in their Circumſtances, 
to that Degree,. as to be depriv'd of the neceſ- 


ary Supports of Life, and be expoſed to Hun- 


ger, Thirſt, and Nakedneſs; and in ſhort, 
plunged into ſuch extream Miſery and Poverty, 
as never to be able to recover. Now this 
RO TAL TVI THE would infallibly put a 
Stop to their preſent Hardſhips, and prevent 


their future Miſery, and retrieve all this Diſor- 


der. We ſhould not then ſee ſo many over- 
grown Eſtates, but we ſhould ſee fewer poor 
People. Every one might live decently, ac- 
cording to his Rank and Quality; and the 


King's Revenues will fenſibly encreaſe every 


Year, without being burthenſome or prejudi- 


al to one more than another. en be 
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* Tang e A Formulary for Num- 
bering the People, I came now to 
14 1 make © Good, with all the Succinct- 
neſs and Plairmeſs I can 

It being not unworthy; the King cf nom. 
ſderable a Kingdom as France is, to know 
throughly the Number and Quality of his Sub- 
jects once a Near, it will be expedient to find 


out a Way how that may be done eaſily, and 


without Confuſion. m ti: h 07 jr 

To that Effect, the beſt Way that can be 
taken, in my Opinion, is to divide all the People 
into Decuries, as the Chineſe do, or into Com- 
panies, as in our Regiments; and to appoint 
Captains of Pariſhes, named by the King, who 
ſhouid have under them as many Lieutenants, 
as there were es of Houſes, or thereabouts; 


—— of 2 — where there 
were any. That is to ſay, if there are a hun- 
dred Families in one Pariſh, more or leſs, there 
ther might be one Captain, and two Lieute- 
nants, who ſhould have the Inſpection of fifty 
Families each. Thoſe Families ſhould be viſit- 
ed by them, Houſe by Houſe, four Times a 


Year, to be rightly informed of the State of | 


every one f them, that is, to know what Men, 
q £ 33 Woman 
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Women and Children there were, and, what 
Changes or Alterations might happen, in them 
and to ſet downall in their Regiſter, which ſhould 
be renewed every Lear. And the chief Buſi- 
neſs theſe of Officers being to know throughly 
the State of thoſe fifry Families, and of all the 
Souls, young and old in them, to the end they 
might be ready to give in Liſts of them as 
often as they were requir d; they ought to be 
very careful in their Accounts, even of all that 
die or are born, that their Rolls may be al- 
ways in a readineſs. They might likewiſe be 
impowred to appeaſe all Tumults and Quarrels 
that may happen in their ſeveral Diſtricts, and 
to prevent the People of thoſe fifty Families 
going to Law with one another. If after- 
wards the King ſhould think fit to increaſe 
their Power, it might be done; but, with 
ſubmiſſion, I think it more adviſable to hold 
where they are, till there be occaſion for more 
F HO lr agate ibme 
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Ibu Creation: of Officers or Commiſſaries for num- 
bering the People, whom I ſuppaſe to have no ſettled Sal- 
lar or Penſion, ha nothing extraordinary in it, more 
than in the Commiſſarios of the. Army, ſince the Mig i no 
leſs concern d in the Prefervation and Protection ef | bis 
People, mb furniſh. bim Soldiers, and wheremithal te 
pp them, than be 8 in the Soldiers themſel ves; who, 
however : neceſſary they may be to the Government, het are 
but 4 very Imall part of the People. And the Reaſon why 
T-prepeſe ſuch a things * hegauſe of the Difficulty, there v 
in making ſuch Lifts of the People, and the little Fidelitg 
and Exatneſs- there i whſerv'd; this proper ty, not belong: 
ing to the Function of the ordinary Officers, they have ne 
Humour of meddling in it, eſpecially ſince it would bring 
#bem in little or nothing. | 
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The Offices of Captains might be given to 
the chief Gentlemen of the Pariſhes, and thoſe 
of Lieutenants to other Gentlemen of leſs 
Note; and where ſuch are not, to the better 
fort of Burgeſſes. And becaule, this might 
give them ſome Trouble, and divert them 
from their Buſineſs for ſome time, it would 
not be amiſs, inſtead of a Sallary or Penſion, 
to allow them à Hen or à Pullet yearly from 
each Houſe, or ſix Sous, as the Payer ſhould 
think beſt; - Theſe Pullets might be divided 
among them in the ſame proportion that is 
obſer vwd in the Army; that is, that the Cap- 
tain ſhould have one half, the Lieutenants an- 
other, to be equally parted between them if 
there are two; and if there are three Lieute- 
nants, the Captain ſhould have two Parts of 
five, and the Lieutenants the other three 


equally. N . AI un 
There ought alſo to be ſome Marks of Ho- 
nour put upon theſe Officers, ſuch as the di- 
ſtinguiſhing Name of Monſieur, and the Hat in 
Hand, when any of the People in their Di- 
ſtricts ſpeak to them, a Seat apart for them 
in the Church, and their Rank in all Pro- 
ceſſions, &c. immediately after the Lords 
of Mannors, and other Gentlemen of the 
Place. This being once eſtabliſh'd, whenever 
the King ſhould think fit to have a Lift of his 
People, there would be no more to do, but to 
ſend Orders to the Intendants, who ſhould ſend 
Printed Copies of them to the Preſidents of E- 
lections, and their own Orders a Conſequence ; 
and theſe again to the Captains of Pariſhes; 
who in eight and forty Hours might ſatisfie 
them, if the Officers had done their Duty. 


As 


Ws 


As to the Formulary of theſe Lifts, I can 
think of no way more convenient, than to 
make them by way of Tables, divided into ſe- 
veral Columns; the firſt of which ſhall con- 
tain the ſtanding Houſes; the ſecond, the Men; 


the third, the Women; the fourth, the big 


Boys; the fifth, the big Girls; the ſixth, the 
little Boys; the ſeventh, the little Girls; the 
eighth, the Men Servants; the niath; the Wo- 
men Servants; and the tenth, the Total of 
each Family : as you may ſee it repreſt nted in 
the following Table, which we give as a Pat- 
tern; in which, all the Inhabitants ſuppoſed to 
be in one Pariſh, are denoted by their Name 
and Sirname, and Profeſſion. And therefore, 
for the facilitating this Deſign, there ought to 
be Models ſent to all the Captains of Pariſhes, 
to the end they may conform themſelves to 
them. Ns 

It is to be obſerv'd : 

Firff, That if there is any conſiderable Num- 
ber of Strangers in the Place, there may be a 
ſeparate Column added for them. 


' Secondly, That 20 in the Square for Men 


or Women denotes Widowers or Widows ;: and 
in other Squares, that there is no Perſon 
in the Family of the Kind contain'd in that 
Column. | | 
Thirdly, That the ſame Mark being in all the 
little Cells or Squares of a Family, denotes that 
the Houſe is quite abandon'd. 
Fourthly, That two or more Houſes join'd to- 
gether, ſignifies that there are ſo many Fami- 
ies in one Houſe. 
* Bifthlp, That if there are any Hamlets in a Pa- 
riſh where a Liſt is made, it ought co be di- 
eg  ftinguiſh'd 


16% A PxrxoJt cr for 
Ringuiſh's by Name and Title, and then writ 
down in the Order of the foreſaid Pariſh: And 
the ſame muſt be dene with Farms and other 
Places which ſtandbby themſelves, and are at a 
iſtance from the Church, Sub: wich the 
me Pariſh. +3 903 Baits i 
And Sixthly, All che Boys * Girls fie for 
Marriage, of the third and fourth Column, 
oughit to be of Age; that is, 1 
and above, and the Girl twelve at leaſt; 
all the little Boys and Girls in the two low 
ing Columns ought to be under that Age; that 
is, tte Boys under fourteen, and the Girls un- 
Fo weine The following Table, which we 
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ce | Boys. Girls. | Boys. | Girls. | wants. Ser- in each 
| ; ks vants. | Family 
; 60K 4 | E — | 3 — 1 — 
Mr. : 15 Shots, 1 of | | | 
25 111 2 | 2 
the Place. JV 12 
Mr. N. Philters, Parſon. | I 1 8 © Oe 1 1 3 
Mr. T. Santier, . | oF „ © O a+ 4 1 3 
Mr r. 7. 8 Advocate 8 be 
4 I I 1 I O I 
and Judge of the Place. > | 5 : 6 
Mr. N le Seur, Proc. Fiſcal. | I I O 1 O I I I 6 
eee 12. 3 
#8 ; cnn ae 
Mr. 7. Dubvis, Notary. 0 3 1 I 9 wo N in 1 y 4 
e een ard EE — {an SE Eb 
G. le Soin, Schoolmaſter. 1 1 5 I I O 5 4 
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— . — 1 4 | 1 — 1 1— | 
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| re. Serpilln, dem. EH]. 141+ 1 6 
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Touſſaint Que. Fiber 8 e 9 —＋4 0. = © 2 
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— —y-— 2 — —— „ 
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G. Queſnel, Cloath-Wearer 5 £53 0 I 1-41-24; 9 8 
7 du Four, Baker. | 1 1 0 AJ in — — 4 
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All that is to be done further, is, to conti- 
nue the Table in the ſame Order, to the end 
of of the Pariſh, and to place the Total of each 
Column at the Bottom of it. If there ſhould 
happen to be Any Abbies, - or other Religious 
Societies or Pamilies, beſides thoſe of the Par- 
ſons or Ourates; they mily be written apart by 
themſelves; and added 2 Pariſh, Mill ob- 
ſerving the Diſtinction of Sexes, according ro 
the Order of the Table. 
Particular Oare muſt be had, Hr fl, in naking 
theſe Lifts, not to count che Men an Maid 
Servants twice. A Fault which may eaſily hap- 
pen by che overfiglit of Fathers or Mohd. 


who in giving the Number of their Children, 


may forget to fpecifie which, or le many of 
them live with them, or which of them are in 
Service in other Parts. 
may comè tò be liſted bo 

there Parents five; as — and in the 
Place where they ferve; When the Lift is made 


there, 4s Servants: Which Miſtake may be ob- 
viated By the" Officers 1 informing 


themſelves, Whether ch Children live with 


their Parents, or where elſe, and to mark them 


down only in the Places where they find them. 


+ Secondly, The ſame Miſtake may happen, 


tho? ce Derbi tell the true Number of their 


Children, and ſpecifie which are with them, and 


which ef them are out at Service in other Fa- 
milies; if they do not likewiſe diſtinguiſh 
Which of them are marry'd and live by ch 
ſelves ; for otherwiſe they may be counted 
twice; and therefore particular Care muſt be 
taken to ſpecifie them to the Officers who are 
to 0 make tie Lifts. | 

£3. ay © a 8 " Thirdly, 


y this Miftake, they 
iff the Place where 


Em- 
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_. Thirdly, That out of the General Rolls or 
Liſts We may make particular ones, or Ab- 
ſtracts, as they pleaſe. For Example, One 
Abſtract ſhall contain all the People of Quali- 
ties Houſes of ſuch a Country; another, all 
Religious Houſes, whether Secular or Re- 
gular, of whatever Order or Sex; another, all 
the Officers of Juſtice; another, the moſt ne- 
cellary Artiſans, as Carpenters, Cartwrights, 
Joyners, &c. FE a | 
Fourthly, If one has 1a mind to know how 
many Boys and Girls there are fit for Marri- 
age, or how many married Women and Wi- 
dows there are more than Men, it will be an 
eaſie matter to diſtinguiſh them, by making 
little Extracts of the ſeveral ſorts, and ſo of o- 
ther Particulars. Ws © 
Fifthh, For further Information, it would 
not be amiſs to ſubjoin' a ſhort] Deſcri- 
"tion of the Country, containing its Extent, 
Nature and Situation; the Fertility and 
Improvement of the Land, and how often tis 
ull'd and manurd; What fort of Grain it 
bears; how often it is ſow'd, and how many 
Acres there are; What ſorts of Meaſures are 
ufed in ſuch a Country, and what Proportion 
they have to one another; What the yearly 
Product of the Land is; Whether any of it is 
waſte or abandon'd ; how much of it is ſo, and 
by what Means; Whether there are any Na- 
vigable Rivers, or any that could be made ſo; 
Whether the Country is Mountainous or plain, 
Wocdy or not; Dry, or full of Ditches, Ma- 
riſhes and Ponds, and what the Commerce 
of it conliſts in; If there be any particular 
Manufactures; and whether there be any ſort of 
Grain or Plants there that grow no where 175 
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If it is ſufficiently Peopled; Whether ta 
bounds in Cattle; and 25 what kind they are 
In fine, if there i is any thing remarkable in it, 
either Ancient or —— 0 and to give: A N e 
ticular Account of it. 

This Enquiry may be red fo fart as to 
know particularly the Number of Acres of 
Arable Ground in every Pariſn; as likewiſe 
Woods, Meadows, Deſerts, and Commons, Sc. 
The Number of Cattle; and their ſeveral 
Kinds, which may be ſhewn by a ſecond mo 
. i 
Whatever Benefir or Satisfaction others ROW 

reap from theſe Rolls or Lifts of the People, 

none can have more Advantage by them than 

the King himſelf; becauſe it is only with 
an Eye to his Service that otliers have occaſion 
for them; ſince it is certain;rhar the Preſerva- 
tion and Increaſe of his People, is his chief and 
principal Intereſt, and chat their Miſery and 
Ruine is the greateſt Miſchief that can befal 
him. The proper Means to prevent this, is to 
know the State of them; their Number, their 
different Qualities and Biſpoſitions, generally 
and particularly; what can contribute to their 
Happineſs, and what to their Miſery; what 
can diſturb their Quiet, and what can procure 
it; what can promote their Increaſe, and what 
can diminiſh ' their Number: To know their 
Conduct and Management, and to obſerve 
eſpecially what Innovations are introdaced a- 
mong them; and in fine, what it is that 
makes them Rich or Poor. How they ſubſiſt, 
and wherein their Commerce conſiſts; what 
Sciences, Arts, and Trades are profeſſed and 
practis d among them, and what are wanting. 
* this cannot be known but by frequently 
M 3 e 


„ 
* 
2 
LS 


66 4 l 
repeated. Reviewer anddiſtinghiſbing exactly 
_ their-ſeveral Rants and Conduions4 which 
muſt be carefully and en bnguigd;into, 
and diſopyer da it being, of grearsbnportance 
to hinder one State 5 encrosehing upon an- 
n tg their Diſtinctions growing greater. 
What a mighty Spticfagtion would: it be to a 
| grent King to know to agttile, and at a certain 
Time erer Years che Numben gf his Subjects, 
generally and particularly, with allitheir ſe. 
veral Diſtinctions; The Number and Names 
of all his Nobility, the Number of all. Eoaleſi- 
aſtick Perſons of all Sorts; of all the Pawyers, 
Merchants, Artiſans, Trade ſmen, che: The 
Number of Strangers chat are in hie Domini 
on the Number of all the Monks and Nuns, 
and cheir ſeveral Ordets 3 of all the new Con- 
vert, and of choke: who profeſs other Religt- 
ons than the Catholick, and their ſeveral Re- 
ſſceneies. What:a-Pleaſure would it be ro him 
to find his People, indrenſe by his wiſe Con- 
Hug and; Management! Andiat: theftiite time, 
great a Deſite would he have 40 rectiſie 
Abuſes and. Diſorders that might be in any 
part of his ns octaſion Gb: the Wars, 
oratheraſe,?! if and or Fogel orice Megs 
Wouldit not, 3 be an extream Plea- | 
ſure/ to him, to: run over, in his Cloſer, and in 
the ſpace of one hour, the preſent 2 
of that ——— — which he is — 
Taign; tO ice perfectly, 
eee _ 5 his Riche and 
his Strength conſi o ſee plainly the Ha 
pineſs or Miſery of his People; — — 0 
'Pronhote. the one, and remedy che other? 
But to the end the U ſefulneſs of theſe Liſts 


_ _ the more AG 6h it would: be neceſſary 
= 74 to 
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to repeat and renew them, at leaſt once every 
Year, by reaſon of the Frequency of Births 
and Burials, and of Peoples removing from 
one Place to anocher, which-happens very of- 
ten among the meaner ſert; eſpecially in great 
Ions, and upon the Frontiers. There is hot a 
Battalion in the Kingdom, let it be never ſo 
Pitiful, that is not geviewd Ewelye times e- 
veryn ear by: the Commiſſaries, and Three or 
Four times by the- Anſpector 3; and that wich 
great Care and Fxadctheſs; and it is very well 
done. However this Battalion is deſtin d but 
to certain limitted, and no very conſiderable 
Employments, and makes but a ſmall handful 
of the People of this great Kingdom, who are 
never review'd ; notwithſtanding the infinite 
Services they do the King, of a Thouſand 
times greater Importance than all this fo 
Battalion can do ; for it is by and from them 
that he has all his Greatneſs, Riches and E- 
ſeem; and ĩt is they that make him dreaded and 
reſpected 1 his Neighbours. Why will he not 
then open his Eyes to ſee the Importance and 
Neceſſity of knowing them better and more 
particularly, and to underſtand wherein their 
Strength and Weakneſs lies, at leaſt once in a 
Lear. The King alone is more concern d in 
this Matter, than all the Kingdom together, 
agd there is nothing more eaſy than to give 
him this Satisfaction; which is of ſo great im- 
portance for his Service, and the Welfare of 
the Kingdom. | 
You ſee then the great Benefit and Advan- 
age of theſe Lifts or Tables of the Provinces, 
owns and Places of the Kingdom. But to 
make them the more Compleat, and perfectly 
Intelligible, there might be added Plans and 
L 4 Maps 


ey 
oy 


268 er 


Maps of the Towns and Countries, ſo Care- 
fully and Particularly done, as that all the 
Woods; Meadows and arable Ground, Rivers, 
Rivulets, Mariſnhes, Mountains, Hills, Caſtles, 
Villages, Abbies, Farms, Mills, Bridges, Roads, 
ce Ahöuld be diftinguiſh'd by their Names and 


Figures, and w- at heir true diſtance from | 
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Per a Concluſion to theſe Memoirs." 
RK 66 ORG «th $5 $i WELD 7 LATION 979-4 6 
A Sit evidently impoſſible, that any State 


ſufficient to ſupply all its Necefficies and Exi- 
gencies; ſo it is as undeniable a Truth, That 


all Kings and Princes are Perſonally and In- 
diſpenſably obliged to take carę that the Le- 


vies raiſed upon their People do not exceed 
what is neceflary for their occaſions. And the 
reafon is, That whatever is beyond that, makes 
their Circumſtances; very uneaſy, and impo- 
verifhes them, ſomerimes to that degree, as to 
deprive them of the very Neceſſaries of Life, 
and to expoſe them to Ruin, and throw them 
into Deſpair. This Evil was never more ſen- 
bly felt chan in theſe times, when by reaſon of 
the foreſaid Error, the effects of a cruel War 
and dear Years, à conſiderable part of the Peo- 


le have periſh'd, or left the Kingdom; and 


_ thoſe who ſtayed are ſo impoveriſſid, that the 
Nation muſt needs find it ſelf weakened, and 
put to very hard ſhifts. A loſs which falls di- 
rectly upon the King; who ſuffers both in the 
diminution of his Revenues, the loſs of his beſt 


Men, and a conſiderable weakening of his 


Forges. This Evil ſtill continues and encreaſes 
* on daily, 


# 


An Important Reflection, zvhich may ſerve 
can ſubſiſt without the Aﬀiſtance of its 


Subjects, and their Contributing to its Support, 
out of their Rents and Incomes, what will be 


** 
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daily, and is queſtionleſs greater than is ge- 

nerally thought, and may at laſt draw very 
after it - 


And therefore, 

I chink it will 75 be improper, if 1 give ſuch 
a —— Ide Error, as — every one 
V as tw touel This 1 ſhall 


0 A in a few ob —— by a Compariſon, which 
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It is Ser King is the puck 
Head of th ane „ a8 Au as the Head is of 


a Human Body 5.45.8 Truth 
Which ng body hoy al 8 en! a f 


that. the e Mer ie eat 
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Body; and if * "Fo Ne ey it. ſel 
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be late King Ham the Great, of Glorious 
Memory, laving pre occaſions for Money, 
and being urged; to Eſtabliſh a new Impoſſtion 


which would have aſſured him a conſiderable 
Augmentation of his Revenues, and which 
ſeem d very eaſie to be done: This good K ing, 
I ſay, after having conſidered a littſe the Mat- 
ter, told thoſe ho urged them, That it was a 
geod thing not ta di alivays all that ane can do; and 
would hear no more of their Project. A weigh. 
ty Saying, and worthy of a King, who was the 
Father of his People, as indeed he was. 
A return tothe Subject Matter of this Diſ- 
courſe ; which having been made for no other 
end that to. parſuade to Moderation in the Im- 
poſitions of the Kingis Revenues, it ſeems rea- 
ſonahle to begin with defining the Nature of 
the Euiids, out of -whichithey are to ariſe:. 
According to the Intent and Defignt of this 
Syſtem, they ougfit to be laid on all the In- 
comes wa = Kingdom; of whatever Nature or 
Kind they be, withont exempting any one, as a 
ſort o Ground: Rent, — — to 
tlie Exigencies of th Government; which will 
be the greateſt Revenue, the moſt certain, and 
the Mobleſt that ever has been Kknoumit France, 
becauſe it will be paid preferably to all other 
Rents and Duties, and becauſe the Funds will 
be unalterable and unalicnableo It muſt be 
own d, that if it could take Place, nothing 
could be nobler and better; butiqpecial Care 
ought to be taken never to run into any excels, 
by carrying it too high. That is, chat altho 
it has been ſaid: in ſeveral Places of theſe Me- 
moirs, that it ought to move between the 2oth 
and the roth Penny, or the zoth and the roth 
Sheaf, which is the ſame thing; but n 
77 W | WY : 
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it abe it ought to be kept as far from the 
oth, and as near the/20th as is poſſible; be- 
cauſe the nearer you come to the-107b, the bur- 
then will be the heavier, eſpecially on the 


poor People, who will de the firſt 0 will 


find it, upon the Account of the Salt, che 


Price whereof muſt riſe in Proportion. 
But to make this the more intelligible, - us 


ſuppoſe, hen the Publick Occaſions are very 


preſſing the Tythe, raiſed to a 180 Pare _ 


'valent/to:two Sous in the Livre. 


The Church takes one ee Parr 4 a 
half for its Share; which together with the 
Duties payable to the Lord of the Mannor, che 
Allowances for Hail, bad Weather, and ſcarce 


Years, will take of. above another Tenth 


arr. Ba 4 WA Ld non 
Tha Salt, 8 5 in, Proportion, with the 
ROYAL TrrEk, will rake another Tenth Part, 
let che Families be never ſo mall. For were 
there no more than the Husband and the Wife 
and two Children, each of them will conſume 
to the Value of Fikey Sous in a. Near, which is 
ten Livres for the Whole Family : And conſe- 
. above a tenth Part. So here is thret 

enths out of, every Livre, that! is, fx Saus out 
of twenty ; four to wit, for the King, one 
and a baif for the Church Tythe, and tlie 


reſt for the Lord of the Mannor, and the bad 


Weather: And therefore there will remain to 
the Proprietor and his Tenant only between 
thirteen and fourteen Sam of twenty; which 


being divided into two, each of them will have 


about ſeven: From which deducting the Char- 
ges of Tilling and Reaping, there will not 

much remain for them to live upon, Aud if af | 
this holds but for a few — they myſt be 


Very | 
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very hard put to it; becauſe there is hardly a 
Peaſant that does not owe leſs or more to 
others; and thoſe again having their Incum- 
brances, are in the ſame condition, and con- 
ſequently muſt oblige their Debtors to pay 
them. I do not fee then how any, except 
thoſe who are. well to paſs and above the 
World, - can bear the weight of a Tenth 
Part for any time. From which I conclude, 


That to the end all may live eaſie and conve- 


niently, the Impoſitions muſt be kept as near 
the twentieth Part, and as far from the Tenth 
as poſſibly can be, if they would avoid Op- 
reſſing the People: And the rather, that 
betwixt theſe two Extremities there will be e- 
nough found to ſupply amply all the Neceſ- 
ſities and Occaſions of the Government: That 
is, between the Tenth and the Twentieth Part. 
Moreover, I think it will not be impertinent 
to repeat in this place what I have ſaid elſe- 
where, That however we may add to this 
Scheme of a RO Y AI Trug what may 
contribute to improving and perfecting 
what is good in it, or correcting what 
may be found wanting or amiſs in it, yet no 
other Impoſitions, of whatſoever Nature they 
be, are to mixed with it; it being incompa- 
tible with any other; becauſe it comprehends 
and Unites within it ſelf every thing that yields 
any Rent or Income within the Kingdom ; 
which being once rigorouſly Tythed, ought to 
be touched no more, without taking Multure 
twice out of the fame Sack. And therefore 
it is, that notwithſtanding I have ſaid this al- 
| ready in the Body of theſe Memoirs, yer I 
cannot forbear repeating it, the Matrer be- 
| | | ng 
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ry A. Pubji se (for a 


ing of that Im tance; in "my" "Opinion, #5 
not to be teu ed lightüy- 91 n 


The Kings Revenues ought t6 be Uſin- 


guild d from thoſe of his Subjects, though c- 


Cording to this: Scheme; they all come frem 


the ſame Fountain. For it is well known, that 
ir” e the People who Cultavate, gather, _ 
keep together the-King's nies : His Of. 


Gare, det being me no other than eo Inpoſe 


and Collect chem. And therefore, I think it 
were more pr oper. to ſay, that the Produce 
of the Greund, of Trade, and of Induſtry 
ars the Rents and Incomes of the People, and 
the People Are the true Retenues of Kings: 
It being from thoſe that Princes draw all their 

Revenues; arid ir is then they diſpoſe of and 
and employ in all their Afﬀetirs!” It is che Peo- 
pl — and do every ting, and wh free- 
Ge e-thernſelves to > Alt mitiner'of Danger, 


the Preſervation of the Life und Wealth 


of their Prince. Their Heads, Hands, and 
Legs are all employed fot his Service; nor can 
they Marry and get Chien without bee 
ing evident Adranitageeo/ hm for thereby an 


Addition i is made ro ens Namber of his Sub- 


Dl $* 11. 1 0 0 TTIETE 1 416 


6. 
Theſe Funds chem 1 of quite different 


Nature from thoſe of private Perſons, by rea- 


ſon o chen Eccles, U ſefufneſs And Trige- 


nuity;./ways* active and emp dyd about a 


rhouland things for the Benefit and Service of 
their Maſter.” There is all the Reaſon in the 
World then, that this Reuęnie ſhould be well 
managed, that all Poſſibie care de taken to 
improve and enoreaſe it, by alt Fawful and — 
Means, that it be maintain d and fupport 


and that nothing be ſuffer d that may 5 way 
con- 


R6tar TTA. 15 
contribute to its Deſtruction. This will be 


proportion' co overy one's Abiliy ; when ch 
Public! ues are rightly manag'd, when 
the People ſhall ceaſe to be expos d to the Ex- 
rortion of Farmers and Collectors, and ſhall 
no more be haraſs'd by Arbitrary Taxes, Aids, 
and Cuſtoms; by the Villanies committed in 
the Gabelle, and by a thonſand other burthen- 
ſome Duties, and conſequent Vexations; ex- 
ercis d at pleaſure upon the People; many of 
whom, by theſe means, have been forced in- 
to Hoſpitals, or to beg in the Streets, or to 
leave the Kingdom. The vaſt ſwarms of 


Farmers, and Under-Farmers, with their 


Commiſſiones of all ſorts, thoſe Horſe-Leeches 
of- the nt, whoſe number is more 
than fufficient to Man all the Gallies, carry 
it high in the Streets of Paris, where they 
appear adorned with the Spoils of their Fel- 


low -Subjects, with as much Aſſurance and 


State as if they had ſaved their Country. It 
is from the Oppreſion c theſe — 25 that this 
Fund, I meafi the People, ought to be pre- 
ſerved. A People, the beſt Affected, and moſt 


Submiſſive to their King, under Heaven. And 


to conclude,” what makes it the more the 


Kings Intereſt to uſe them well, is, That as he 


is their King, his Happineſs and Proſperity 


are ſo indiſpenſably and inſeparably link'd to 


their Wellfare, that nothing but Death can 
ſeparate them. - 5 


This is what I thought neceſſary to ſay at 
Ke land of theſe Memoirs, that there might 


nothing be wanting which was requiſite for 


ſetting the Scheme they contain in its true 
Light. What remains, 15 only to offer up my 
| | ter- 
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196 A PROTECT for, 0 
fervent Prayers to Almighty GOD, chat it may 
be receir's 15 N kindly and impartially as I have 
writ it with an H Hozeft and ſincere Intent ; 
and without any other Paſſion or Defign, than 

that of Terving my Prince, and endeay app 
the Quiet and Eels of my Fellow 
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Alphabetical IND E X. 


Of the Principal Things contain'd in this 
„ BOOK 1 


A FEY 
A Bſtract of the Liſt of all the People in the 
Kingdom, by Generalities, or the State 
of them at the End of the laſt Century. 
Acre, a meaſure of Land in Normandy, how 
much it is, and what Proportion it bears to 
the Arpen, which is uſed in other Parts. 
Advantages, incomparable of the Royal Tythe, 
in that it preſerves a Natural Proportion to 
the Product of the Ground. A Proportion 
that can never be alter'd. 3 
Advantages, the People of Vexelay would have 
had in the Year 1699, if their Impoſitions 
had been levied according to this Scheme. 
Advocates, their Contribution to the RoyAL 
Tyr ras, the way to adjuſt the Proportion. 
Affairs Extraordinaires, the late and Extraordi- 
nary Ways, and Funds that have been inven- 
ted, and us'd to raiſe Money for the:King, 
different from the Ancient Funds. 
The Evils they occaſion, both to Publick 
and Private Perſons. | | 


N | Agrier, 


| 

I 
7 
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An Alphabetical IND EX. 
Agrier, or Champart, or Field-Rent, a certain 
Duty the Lor of the Mannor receives out 
of the Fruits of the Ground, upon che ſpot, 
in ſome parts of France. 

Aid, The Exceſs and Multiplicity of thoſe 
Duties, occaſion a much leſs Conſumption 
than otherwiſe there would be; the Tricks 
and Roguery which are practis'd in Colle- 
Ring them, by the Commiſſioners and o- 
thers; and the Hardſhips ry put the People 
8 


Amortiſment, The Granting or Paſling away 
an Eſtate in Mortmain, or the Redeeming or 
Buying out of a Rent or Service, or the 
King's giving leave to the Church to enjoy 
an Inheritance. 
Amorriſments, or Licences of Mortmuin, are a 
part of the Fourth Fund. | | 
Annitits, upon the — 6 | 
Royal Hyibe, and why? That paying 
= mythe out of thoſe will be lee 
to the Annuities already fettled, on the 
Toms Houſe of Pers, or any ocher of that 8 
Nature. ä 
Ati on the Sale are prejidticial| to 'the 
; Government, and leſſen the Revenues. 
A pers, a common W of” Land, 2 | 
much it is. 1 
An and Handicrafts. © Hin en 
ani in che Kingdom, and a ben! in of 


Ought to be very renderly we'd in the Im- 
* 14 Ons. 


poſiti 
The ways how to know their Incomes 
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* 
Pius 
of „ 
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The 


2 Alphabetical INDEX: 
The Difference that ought to be made be | 
tween one Tradeſman and another. 
In Towns where there are Corpbratictis, 
it ought to be left'to the Wardens and 
-. Liverymen of the ſeveral Companies to 
Aſſeſs the Tradeſmen,according to their 
Buſineſs and Yearly Gain. 
1 in the Parliaments, and other Jutlica- 
tures, how they may be Taxed in the "__ 
Tythe, as well as others. _ 
| Augmontations, to the number of Ten; öf t 
dent Part of the three firſt Finds of the Roy 
_ Ththe, eo ſhow how bigh they may be cAr- 
kled in tlie greateſt Exigencies of the State, 
without n weben to oy Extraofdina- 
Angmen tion, Another of the. Teich Part of 
' the three firſt- Fundi, by a Second Table. The 
Total of che Four Funds diminiſh'd by ewenty 
Millions of Livres, to ſhow that the Royal 
Hie raiſed to a Tenth, would ftill ield 2 
Hundred and - Seventy Millions of 73 Vet. 
Aug mentations, ten other of the Tenth Part of 
© the three firſt Funder, by a third Table. The 
Total of the Four Fuhds diminifhed by thirty 
Millions, and above, the Royal Tythe carried 
to the tenth Part, would yield x Hundred 
a and Six Millions of Livres, which more 
A a ade dre proves the Excellency of this 
por Ma | 
Reaſons for not carryihg theſe 3 
higher than the Tenth Part ut on 
the contrary for keeping them as near the 
Twentieth as can be, according to the Exi- 
* of the Government. 5 


- 


= . N 2 Augmen- 


An Alphabetical IN D EX. 
Augmentations, which might be made, of the 
price of the Salt, in the time of War, as is 
to be ſeen in the Tables up to 30, Livres the 
1 and never above. 4 

bor, his Motives for propoſing this: Scheme. 
e Method he took in his Enquiries, and 
What eee he had 80 be ney in- 
eee 4 AF * . Fa #45 1 | 


5 * 1 91 Vel 4. 0 
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B*% ies, — bellen, w 3 8 it is, 
wherein it.confifts.. It t enjoys Exemp- 
% Ton from. Taxes, as that Town does, but 
uhiect to the ſame Duties of Import and 
Export on all Meat and Drink. 
That this Exemptien i is only Imaginary, | de- | 
der dne thoſe who fancy they enjoy it, pay 
mere other ways, but only are ree from 
thole Vexations which attend the Impo- 
ſing and Collecting the Taxes. 
PO. the meaneſt in all the Kingdom re- 
iewed twelve times every Lear oY PR, Com- 
* aire, and three or four times by the In- 
ſpector; whereas, 7 Body, of dhe NY 
Are never, 1 arenin = 
hr that above a tent th bat of che Peop 
2 Kingdom, are reduced to it, and * 


ally do beg. 
Fig 5 Furrer eee ate + crouded 


C1 14 


1 14 5 +I} . ; 
er, 0 6. 5 4 intro- 

* I 1 1 EIS) — 8 : F 4 
ee r . 1 25 


Mp Pall 10. che 


Prejudicial to the! publick. | 
Ot"... ought to be aboliſh'd, 2 3 g 
Bb. with bare-Signing, how, 3 and to whom 
permitted. 


C. 
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Hampart ; vide Agrier. | 


Charles VII. What the Tax was in his time, and 
- what Precaution was uſed then, and has been 
ſince to prevent Abuſes in the Impoſitions. 

Chocolate, the Duties upon it, and upon Tea 


and Coffee, a part of the Fourth Fund. 
Church-Tythe : The Proportion it bears to the 


Royal Tythe. 


Churchmen, Of what Nature their Incomes are, 


; and in what manner they ought to contri- 
bute to the Royal Ththe, Ce. 
Commerce, ought to be maintain d and promo- 

ted every where, vid. Trade. f 


r Between the Produce of the Tax 


and of the Church-Tythe, in fifty three 
Pariſhes, in the Generality of Roan, to ſhow 

that the Rojal Tythe at the Tenth Part will 
yield double of the Tax. 7 


Compariſon, Another, between the Tax and the 


hurch-Tythe, according as they were rai- 
ſed in the Lear 1699, in the Election of Ve- 
elay in Burgundy, Theſe Compariſons be- 
ing made, particularly with reſpe& to Pa- 
| i: will make it appear, thar the Tythe 
of the Fruits of the Ground will more than 
equal the Tax. = 4 


Compoſition, made by the Inhabitants of Ein- 


 fleur, near Haver de Grace in Normandy, to free 


themſelves from the Vexations which attend 


the Impoſitions and Taxes, Ce. h 
Confiſcation. | | | 


FF cem. 
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Conſumption, à Failure " it, and whence it 
comes. 
Hinder d, and by E Means. 
Contribution, the General Contribution for ſup⸗ 
plying the Publick Occaſions of the State, 
reduced to Four: Fands, The firſt of which is 
called the Great Tythe, comprehending the 
Tythe of all the Eruits of che Ground wh 
Out exception. fl 5 
The Second Fund, called the Induſtry, com- 
prehends the . ythe of all other In- 
comes, of whatſoever Nature or Kind 
ene eee, 0 
The Third, the Produce Ray” the Salt; its 
Price being at 18 Livres the Minot. __ 
Copneil of Trade, wid. the Note on the Margin. 
Cultivate, the beſt Soil differs nothing from 
the work; if it is not cultivatet. | 
534 1 he Reaſon why the Land is ſo lictle cul- 
-- tated; and the Means to remedy that. 
„ Derzil of the Product of a {quare League 
well cultivated. 
Culture; that it rather ruins than enriches. both. 
. the Proprietor and Tenant, if there. 1 is not 
Conſumption.1 
Cuſtoms, On the Frontiers, by Sea and Land, 
2 part of the Fourth Fund, © 
Cuftomt, Provincial Cuſtoms, or a Duty paid 
© for all Goods going out of one Province in- 
ro another, very prejudicial to the Inland 
nes of the xj "one A great Hindrance 
to Conſumption, | p 
— and Cuſftom-Houfes of Bordeaux and a Boy- 
w_ are © pare of Ng Fawed Fund. 
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the Caules of it. 


Diſtinction between Lands that are called No- 


ble, and thoſe held by Soccage, to be a- 
b Gd. | , 


Domeſtick, Servants of all Ranks and Sorts, 


_ ought to pay to the Royal Hibe. 
Gp Bs 


Le#ion, is a certain Diſtrict, or number of 
Pariſhes, within a Generality, ſome- 


times more, ſometimes leſs, according to the 


Extent of the Generality. It may be calld a 


Hundred. In every one of theſe there are cer- 
tain Officers, whoſe Buſineſs it is to make all 
the Aſſeſſments, and to Judge in Matters re- 


lating to the Taxes, Aids, Cc. within their 


Election. 
Emoluments, of Judges, and other Officers of 


Juſtice within the Kingdom, and of all 
their Agents, liable to the Royal Tythe, and 


their Proportion. : 

How to diſcover the Emoluments of thoſe 
Who live by the Pen about the Courts 
of Juſtice, whoſe Profits are not Re- 

S : 1 
Enquiry, the Author has made into the State of 
the Kingdom, its Soil, Trade, People, Cc. 
and the Occaſions and Opportunities he has 
a 5s 6 216 et. 
Eſſay made in Normandy, to know what Propor- 
tion of the Royal 7ythe, at a tenth Part in 
an indifferent Soil, could be raiſed out of a 


Square League. N 4 This 


minution, of Eſtates in the Country, and 


2 ——— —— 
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This Eſſay, applied to the whole King- 
dom, to know what Tythe the Fruirs 
of the Ground would produce. * 
Eſtates in the Country mightily ſunk in their 
Price, and Rents, and the Cauſes of it. 
Eſtimates, of the Produce of a Square League, 
and how many Perſons it would maintain on 
its own Growth. | 
Application of this Eftimate to the whole 
Kingdom, and what the Proportion of the 
Royal Tythe would be, without ruining 
* or incommoding any one. 
; E imate of the intrinſick Value, and Rent of | 
Land, ſubject to many Difficulties. 
Eſtimate made in Dauphint, in the Year 1639, 
very defective. 
Etats Majors, are certain Countries in France, as 
Burgundy, Brittany, Languedoc, which have 
preſeryed a Liberty of laying Taxes Sand Im- 
Poſitions upon themſelves. © | 
Evils, one of the greateſt that can befall A 
| Kingdom is the Decreaſe of the People. 
Evils, 70 our Cauſes of the Evils which afflict the 
Kingdom. 
Evi, (ah, by the Extraordinary Means and 
Ways. 
8 , the Diſorders they cauſe in the 
K1 ngdom. 5 
Bren tions, entirely vented by this Scheme. 
hey are unjuſt and abuſive. e. 

Tiſt of thoſe who enjoy Exemption. 
Many enjoy it by Money or Favour. 
Extem, of France in Square eagues, meaſur d 
on the NE, of the Academy, Meſſieurs | 

de . Nolin, de Fer, and _— * 


3 
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4 | F. 


n in e Confunpantt of Goods, OC- 
caſion'd by the Multiplicity and Exceſs 
of Duties, and Provincial Cuſtoms. 

Failure: The chief one in the Tax, is, That 
there is no Proportion obſerv'd between that 
_ the Incomes,whether of Land or of Indu- 

Failure, in the Land- Tax. e | 

Failure, in the Impoſition of the T Lee 294 
Hundredth Part, in the Low.-Countries. 

Failure, in the Chimney- Money. 

Fines, are 2 part of the Fourth Fun. 

Fiſheries, in the Kingdom, and what they would 

| yield to the Royal Tyr be. 5 

Funds : The firſt Fund of the Royal Tythe, call'd 
the Great Tythe, at the twentieth Part of the 
Fruits of the Ground, will produce Sixty 
Millions. 
| T his Fund dug d by a Second Table to 

Fifty two Millions, ſuppoſing the firſt 
Eftimate of the four Funds was too high 
buy ſabove Twenty Millions. 
Reduc'd further by a Third Table to Forty 
eight Millions, ſuppoſing the four Funds 
do be too high by Thirty Millions. 

Fund: The ſecond call'd the Induſtry, reduc d, 

as the former, to a twentieth part of the In- 
comes, reckoned to produce at leaſt Fifteen 
Millions, Four hundred and twenty Thou- 
ſand and five Hundred Livres. 

Fond: The third Fund, which is the Salt; the 
"Price of which being fix'd at 18 Livres the 
Minot, will yield at leaft twenty three Mil- 
lions, and Four hundred thouſand 3 
18 


% 
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This Fund by a ſecond Table reduc'd to 
_—_ Millions, and the Sale of the 
© to Nine hundred and fifty chouſand 

JENA Pup: 

By 2 third Table to Sixteen Millions of 
Livres, and the Sale of the Salt to Eight 

hundred and thirty three Thouſand, 
chirty three Minots, Which is a third leſs 
than is ſold, allowing a Minot to every 

fcourteen Perſons. 

Fund : The fourth Fund, call d the Hd Reve- 
2 x ONO of three. Parts, and reckon d 
at Eighteen. Millions a, Lear, reduc'd by a 

(cha Table to fifteen, and by a third, to 
twelve Millions, upon Suppoſition that the 
; firſt Eſtimate, was too high b: Twenty, nay. 
by thirty Millions. 

Fund : That the true Fund {AS whence the 
| draws his Revenues, e che ery in 
his ominions. JW. 

Of how great Importance i it is to manage 
this Fund well. 

urge, „by way of Table, ro ſhewthe Num- 

| People i in a Pariſh. ni 

1 2 ; another for an Eleaion, or even 

for a Province. 
W a ſort of Freehold,” differens from 

28 has they call Noble; a part of the fourth 


Frank Sal, or Exemption from the Gabal, what 
the Kingdom have that. Privilege. 
| 'The eee Conſequences of it. 
Hae: That i it is che fineſt; and richaſt Coun- 
17 in the World. 

1 8 of Goods it ſell out to ran 


EW. + 


12 
we the —_— of it i, wid Engept.s, 5 
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How many Inhabitants: it can maintain on 
its own Growth. L 
Furniture: Of Houſes, its excelilys Magnifi- 
cence ought to be ſuppreſs d; and how. | 


AT! G 


FI Hel ; Or Exciſe 2 873 in Parts 5 
1 ingdom are ſu to the reat 
Gabelle, and what are not. 225 Fw: 
Wherein this Difference lies. © 
Wat ought to be reformed in the Diſpo- 
-.- | ſition of the'Gabele. © 
| Genevality, is one of thoſe Diviſions of the 8 
dom of Fraue, which are in Number twenty 
three; Seventeen of which are liable to A- 
- feflments from others; the other fix, (call d 
Pax d Etats) having the Privilege of aſſeſſing 
_ themſelves. The word Generality ſignifies like: 
wiſe the Office of a Treaſurer-General of 
France, eſtabliſh'd for facilitating, and expe- 
- diting what relates to the Receipt of the 
King's Taxes, Cc. 
Goods : The Impoſmions on this prejudicial to 
the Publick, + and A nene, to Gan. 
G Something pech to Fiddle; with Re- 
lation to the Sale of them. 
Goods, which France ſells to Strangers, vide 
— | | 
G for Salt; - = Multirude: of chem burs. 
thenſome. - | 
Where they ou he to be built. 
Grants, and uy to N 


H. 
He * 3 Arts. 


Henry IV, a remarkable Saying of his. | 
High ops, vide Roads, 2 for: 
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Honfleur, vide Compoſition. 

Honours ; which 2227 be grandes to ts. * 
tains and Lieutenants, who ſhould have the 
Inſpection of A certain Number of Families 

in à Pariſh. f 

Hotell de Vile; or Town-Houſe of 98 : the 
Annuities upon it, and that thoſe by contri- 
buting to the Royal Tythe, would not receive 
any Prejudice or Diſcredit. | 

1 hat it would be convenient to e 

thoſe Annuities as much as poflible, and 

that the e T; n. will furniſh Ars 

2 wWithal. S 3- "2 2 

Houſe, in Gitzes and Towns pay ite: Royal 

Tythe, in proportion to their Rent, or their 

alue, deducting the Charges of Repara- 
tions. 

How to know the juſt Proportion of the | 

Royal Diebe. 
| An Eftiniate- of cheit Number, and what 
they may be ſuppoſed to be lect for, one 
Whar the Houſss of Pars alone migh 

; at the Houles o Pars alone t pa 
£ tg Royal T yrhe, + wy oe 

Houſer? n'the Country” demoliſh' bor Payment 
of the Tax. que; u ge 


C4 5% Þ 


I, The — Failure i in — mand 
ſitions, is, that they have not been laid on 
in proportion to the Product, whether Na- 
tural or Artificial. 

1 Of the twentieth, and imadredeh 
art in the Low- Countries, vide Failure. 

2 tions of Chimney-Mony, vide Failure. 
Impoſitions, laid on ſuch things as are neceſſa 
for the Support of Life, u Conſum- 


tion, and deſtroy Trade, 1 » Thats 
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That thoſe who would lay all Impoſiti tions 
on the Salt, are much miſtaken. 

That the great Number of Impoſitions on 

all ſorts of Goods, bring little into the 
._ King's Coffers, haraſs the People, &c. 

Impoſitions, voluntary, on ſuch things as are not 

” Lo rh for Life; a part of the fourth 

un 

| Impoſitions that might be uſefully laid to :check 
the Intemperance of the Peaſants on Sun- 
days and Holidays. 

Incomes; All the Subjects of any: state are -oblic” d 
naturally to contribute to its port, in 7 
prortion to their Incomes. | 

Income. The way to know the particular In- 
come of every one. 

Income; That there ought always to be a Pro- 
portion between that and the Impoſition. 
Income; That no Man pays wies es the ſame 

Rent or In com. 

Injuſtice, of the Exemptions. | 5 

Twiuſfice: in the Impoſition of Taxes... 

Intendants choſe for making an Experiment of 
the Royal Tythe, what they ought to obſerve 
in putting it in practice. 

Fourney-Men, in all Trades and Handicrafts, 
ought to pay to the Royal Tythe, out of their 
Gain, and the Maſters for their rte a: 
part ol che ſecond Fund. 8 


* fs enen 2 , FA e Wop 
| *. tone! 


vl che Salt; their 3 gueryx. 

iT he exceſſive Number 25 them, 1 | 

Wa Greatneſs to be meaſur d by the 
Numbers of their People. 

Kings, cannot ſet their Hearts too much on the 
Increaſe of their People. Thar 


- #8 24+ 4 


An Alphabetical IN DE X. . | 
That being their greateſt Intereſt. 
Kings have no Temptation to be ruarded 1 more 


againſt than that which  inclines them to 
re 727 can get out of cheir an 


4 0 s 
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i About What . are W 

2 how their Taxes ought to be 18 21 

Aae, 

What Care ought to be taken of them. : 

How much their daily Gain, and — ou FR 
is at the Years end; and what will be 
neceſſary for kubgſling them and Wir 
Families. g 
League : A Square League of five and ewanty 
to a Degree, Meaſure: of the Chatelet of Pa- 
ru, how. many Toiſer it contains in Length 
and Square; 2 many Arpens and Acres, 
re what proportion theſe two bear ro ach 
other. 

; Lare; What a Square Chand in an ordiriary 
: good , well tilled and nd 

Foeild in a Vear. 

L : The Poſtag ge of them, a part of the 
Fourth Fund. 

What Regulations ought to N made i in 
this Matter, for Correcting Abuſgs. 

Lt. A Formulary. for making Liſts of the 
People of one Pariſh, one Election, or one 
Province, and the U ſefulneſs of them. 

Liſts of the People in the Kingdom, by Provinces 
and Generalities, in the State they were - 
bout the End of the laſt Century, compre-- 
* all the Were Women 7 1225 

en. 
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Lifts : What ought neceſſarily to be obſerv'd 
by thoſe who make them. 

Lifts, may have ſhort Deſcriptions of the ſeve-. 
ral Countries ſubjoin'd to them. 

Lifts, how uſeful 7 5 would be. to the King 
himfelf, and what "Adrancage thoſe would 


be to him. 3 
Lifts, ought to be 4 every Vear. r 
Lifts of Oy who are to be e 1 


Meade How. many "os Faves 
| could maintain on its own Growth... ., 
Men, vide Funds and Increaſe. 


; ” 
> Mills: The Number. of Corn-Mills ſuppoſed t tO, 
de in the Kingdom, and what they might 

yield to the Royal 8 
a0, for Cloath, Paper, Powder, Cc. might 


yield conſiderab ly to the Royal Tythe. 
nes. 


aw What it is in Meaſure and Weight. * , 


Minot, 910 Salt. 2 

Mifery : T which the People are reduc'd 
thoſe Parts where the Pole-Tax {6 vc 

Mari ves the Author had for. t g his 
Scheme of a 0 Vibe. 


N. 


uy e Kha Tithe will fuppiy all ch 
e pt the State,, how —— ſo. 
55 „ without Recourſe to any other Impo- 
tions. 4 
Nil „perhaps will be the firſt char will ay 
"our again chis Scheme. 2 | 


1 


That 
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That the higher one is rais d above others, 
the more he is concern d to maintain 
the Hondur of the Government. 
Nobiliy: All the Harm they will receive by his 
Scheme, will only be imaginary; and that 
on the contrary, their Rents will thereby * b 
conſiderably augmented. 
Normandy : The Extent of that ende 
What it would yield to the rs Tythe. 
Notaries : How their” Proportion of the Royal 


_ Ththe ought to be laid on. 
1 O. i 5 „ 
Oe againſt the Royal Thrhe, and inke 
Anſwers. 


Officers of the Courts of Juſtice ; ; of the Reve- 
nues, and of the Government and Maga- 
ſtracy, &c. how all of them ſhould contri- 
bute to the Royal Tythe. * | 
Officers of the Gabelle; that the Number of thoſe 
does mightily raiſe the Price of Salt, and 
„ hinders the Conſumption in thoſe Places 
where the People are not foro d to AE 1 it. 
The Knavefy of thoſe Officers. 5 
Officers of Water Works and Forreſts. 


1 made againſt the r 2 and by 


0 Bier enge pe, A part of the Fourth 


Parties Caſuelles, is 1 ly an Office where 

ich came to be void 

— the Death of thoſe who have failed to pax 
Tos Yearly Tax to the King, which Tax is 

call d Taalare; and chey pay it for 5 Li- 


iberty 


es are bought, 


et ical DE? X. 
80 > £1 tho IND he life of = 
is deathiby 1 


1 leſſor⸗ or ſoreylde ys after 
1 Heits. And by redſun of che uncertain- — f 
"= of theſe E by death; or i 
ailing to pay th the Office or Mo- [ 
* ney anſing Hr apps Aled Caſual, The chief - | 
Perſon of this yy ONE is the Treaſurer of the - i 
' Parties Caſuelles, who receives ali the Money . 
ariſing from füch Sale of Offices or Puularte, 
forthe King's Uſe, if it is received in Hανẽv 
And in the Provinces there are p er Oth- | 
ders for thut purpoſe. 
Peaſants, and L. tern the Aſeflinencs, the 
Stronger always 2 apes teſs the Weaker. 
in of all che Peaons he 
ys. eafily made 8 


rege dene, und ho leenabl 79 


People, tlie little regard that is hac to che mean. 


er ſort, 
The great Service they do the State. 


Their Number has ny lare, 'a 


| þ 357 * * . 

People, they ub che Pr 
0 mers e eee 
Pes d t che Rvafice Ge and Gppreſſon 


MER 
l 
MA 


* 


{th 
ublick Flirmets, Collectors, Ge. n 
Poole, whatſoever is levied upon them above 
quire e hem: 
7 . is 4 Perſonat and Indiſpenſa le 
| rte k enrol" Ne | 
celle Le 8 Q! dude 
i | 
Pillage throughout the Kingdom, 
3 It; 10 HD 
OT oY fr: 9 85 


what the Exigencies of the Government re- 
elfity- e not to oveiicha 
them to 
Fe Pente are * . ; The 
N Ae e in 7 THEN, 


N - Properties and Qualities of t 
: * „ WHO have paid t 


3.1 0 22 


x * . 


die Government, it is Hece. ry it be pub- 
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a at Fithetices of pace of che formed Fund, 


and what they: might yield tothe Royal Hebe. 


| Princpal, the! Charges: of diſtraining for e 


Tax, often exceeds the Principal. | 
Privilege, „ all Privileges tending t | Exemprio 
ons from Publick Duties are unjuſt. 
Privileges that may be granted the Nobility in 
recompence ſor the Royal Jab, - 
vpe which ought to be obſerv d in wall Im- 
Poſitions. 1 ee “ Mi zn 
Proportion, the Natural Proportion che Royal 
-' Tythy bears tothe Land and Soil of each Coun- 
try, is the reaſon why this way of 8 e 
Publick Moneys will ogy hold good: ... 
Royat Hebe. 
« 24 Vibe, for 
uch Mort ages as are o their Eftaces e 
dohare Rel againſt their Orgdicors. e's 
| 3 40! 13 
n off of e "6132 aus S1 
0 mul 11% ot L 
be be 1 Royal le, 2 5 to he rais'd or 
lower d, according to che Neceſſities of 


lh d ey Year. a Tart affixed: to the 
IA cre Pariſh ES 


vary * F4 


b Fa , 


| | 25 wi * 2 
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the Reel © | 5 Teilt h 
part af. all the 25 'of, 855 Ground, * 


K par to-yield foxry Millions. 


2 = IF 4 
|  Redudtion | of the Roy. I" Tythe + _— A | other 
'nar:comprehended) in, th or 


Fund. | nk. 48 e 54414 


0 Reduction of what. Tradeſmen Workmen 
pay to the Royal ytbe, out of their Gains, 


to a thirtieth part. Regiſter, 


r wee INDEX. 
WIFE i 
Regiſter, 70 0 ontracts, a part of the fourth Fund. 


"oh Wha. 'onght co be ddne in chat Matter, to 
make them . uch 0 the 9 un 
Regiſter, of Proceſſes i 1 | 
Remark, an important onè, on "SubſtraBing the 
fifth part every ſquare 1 for the Ri- 

., Vers, Roads, "Houſes, & . 
"Rents, , the difference between the ſeveral ſorts 
1 a0 will 9 ned by t. bin 
* will be augmente eſta 
W a 3 and h how. 4 4 
N apt all the W Nbrenges, 2 
ther Nee 1 di oh Means, pro 
cd Firing "0h War whick ended in Ache 
-- Tre: be Rc. Rien 7: 165k 
| 1 ſo Bien A 171 the ag Erncted in the pre- 
ſent | 14 _— People Me be.cxpos'd 
"Is 4 F to 6 : 54 TY. #4 ft + 
Rev The King may any fo A Revenue of 4 
Hundred 
eommoditig any of his Subjects, and how. 
© Revenue Fixt Revenue, the fourth Fund. 
(Review; tit there is Hd Review ſo neceflary. as 
that 'of the People, Ge. 

Four, with What rigour the ans are exa- 
Red; And che Charges of Diſtraining. 
! 6 during, the time of their Common- 

„Wealth, 'as Well as under their Emperors, did 

15 * diſtribute the Corn their Subſidies were paid 
25 in, Which was the Tythe of the Fruits of the 
arth, for che Maintenance f their People 

the Tears Vears of Scarcity:!! ny NI, EIS SY "3 
Roa Tythe, conſiſts in the Receipt of a certain 
Proportion of all che Fruits of the Ground, 
witfiout exception: and in a certrin Portion 
of all other Rents Je he neg — 0 


in N di - 9 i. 10 


Wi" Yor 1 Royal 


4 


illions and above, without in- 


e hex 


FI Hebe, e 7 and 1 Me 
that er Was u 55 
= ear Ro 1 e 


ee the Ff Sk hh 3 


n leaſt dase e o the Su 


_ IS 7 ＋ 535 RN I i 1 Ds * 
» mot eaſily Farme« 2 
2807 ie nene cY 


nit l iis atv 
js > EAN eee Plen- 


5115 "Oy, e che. a ee 
eee 7 does 8 Wire, 01 8 
: Royal Int the; has; and always. hh TP 


ral Proportion tothe pri 
ANG, 2 Ache Rent of ut. 


8 1 ee 
N will ſufficient! ee V. all che . — 


harges 2 che G Government. 520 45 18817 
r It will 8 ord e Funds in che great- 
eſt} eceftiries of 5 Government, With- 
et an LAX; leer 


-1175:21744 Out. Raving .FeGonr 
traordinaty Means 2 
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